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A big thank you to all of our students and teachers for the work they have done in setting
up their classroom routines and environments at the start of the year. It has been
wonderful to see students and teachers working collaboratively to establish effective
learning environments and positive relationships.

Meet the Teacher Interviews

Thank you to all our families who met with their child’s teacher this
week for the Meet the Teacher interviews. This important event
allows us to learn more about your child and how best to support
their learning and wellbeing at school.

Teaching Spelling inYears 3-6

This year, our school has introduced a new approach to teaching spelling. This approach builds
on the phonology learning that students undertake in Prep to Year 2 and further develops
students’ skills in two other important components necessary to become effective spellers:

e  Orthographic skills — understanding spelling patterns and generalisations, knowing
where certain letters or letter combinations can appear in words, and applying this
knowledge when spelling.

e Morphological skills — breaking words into their smallest meaningful units
(morphemes), including roots, prefixes and suffixes, and applying this knowledge when
spelling.

Year 3-6 teachers are using the PhOrMes learning materials to teach spelling in 2026. These ;
materials align with our explicit teaching model, with students being explicitly taught skills in
orthography and morphology, alongside significant revision of phonological concepts (and
previously learned orthographic and morphological knowledge) to ensure this learning is
retained in long-term memory. This content is presented to students at a rapid rate, so
students are getting through a significant amount of content with five thirty-minute sessions
during the week.

Students are not required to learn lists of words at home under this approach. Instead, we
encourage all students to engage in nightly home reading with an adult, according to the
following guidelines (as outlined in our school’'s Home Learning Policy):

e Prepto Year2-—around 15 minutes per day
e Year3and 4 —around 20 minutes per day
e Yeargand 6 —around 30 minutes per day

If you have further questions about how your child is learning to spell, please contact your child’s teacher or me.
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2026 NAPLAN Assessments

The 2026 NAPLAN assessments will take place for Year 3 and Year 5 students between
Wednesday 11 March and Friday 20 March. A timetable for each class will be sent home
via Compass closer to these dates. Please ensure that your child’s attendance at school is
prioritised during this period.

If you have any questions about these assessments, please contact your child's teacher
or me.

Student-Free Day
Please note that Tuesday 10 March is a student-free day. Teachers will be engaged in
professional learning on this day.

2027 Enrolment Tours

We are currently conducting tours for 2027 Prep enrolments. If your family would like to book a tour, or if you know
a family who would, please contact us via email at or phone 5983 5546 to arrange
a personalised tour with Kirsty or me.

Our school will also be hosting our 2027 Prep Information Evening on Thursday 7 May at 6:00pm.

Mobile Phone Ban

A reminder that the Department of Education introduced a mobile phone ban across
Victoria in 2020. The ban requires students who bring mobile phones or wearable
communication devices (including smartwatches) to school to have them switched off
and securely stored during school hours. The Department requires all schools to ensure
this ban is implemented and enforced.

The ban applies equally to all government schools across the state. This helps ensure that
school remains a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and
disruptions. By keeping mobile phones stored away at recess and lunchtime, students
can interact face-to-face without the distractions and social pressures that mobile
devices can cause.

Lockboxes are available in all Year 3-6 classrooms. Students are required to switch off
and hand any devices brought to school to their teacher at the start of the day.

| ask for the support of all families, staff and students in continuing to uphold this policy
in our school.

For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the policy
may be granted. Please contact me if you would like to discuss this. In the event of an
emergency, or if you need to contact your child urgently, please phone the school office
and a message will be passed on as required.
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A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which implements the government’s 2 :g { »
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policy within our local context, is available on our website. The *"Mobile phones in
schools” webpage also provides links to resources for families to help them balance their
children’s mobile phone use.

Aaloparat

Hugh Greer, Principal

Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.qgov.au
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The Resilience Project Webinar for Parents

On Tuesday 14th March, The Resilience Project is offering a free one-hour
webinar for families. The webinar outlines a whole-school approach to
enhancing student wellbeing and provides parents and carers with practical
strategies to practise Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness (GEM) at home.

Families can register via this link: Single Event Confirmation - The Resilience Project
The webinar will be recorded and shared with families who have registered
after the session.

Free School Dental Program
The Smile Squad team from Bayside Health (formerly Peninsula Health)

will be visiting our school soon. Smile Squad is the Victorian Government’s
free school dental program. This means all students can receive a free

dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school.

How to Access Free Dental Care E E -

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic
OR use the QR code.

Please complete and submit the consent form by 24 April 2026.

Nk zgarat;

Kirsty Egglestone, Assistant Principal

Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Somers Primary Swimming Carnival

What a fantastic day we had at our recent Swimming Carnival! A

huge congratulations to all of our amazing swimmers who competed with
enthusiasm, determination and wonderful sportsmanship. It was fantastic to see
so many students giving their very best in each event and proudly representing
their houses.

A special shout out also goes to the many students who came along to cheer on
their friends and support their house teams. Your encouragement, positive
attitude and house spirit made the day even more exciting!

We were also thrilled to see so many students have a go in our fun novelty races,
including the noodle and kickboard events. It was wonderful to see everyone
jumping in, having a try and enjoying themselves in the pool.

Most importantly, the behaviour of all students was outstanding. They
demonstrated respect, responsibility and teamwork throughout the entire day. We
were even able to enjoy a free swim at the end of the carnival — a perfect way to
finish a fantastic day!

Finally, a huge thank you to all of our wonderful parent
helpers. Your time, support and assistance made the day
run smoothly and successfully. We truly appreciate your
help.

Good luck to the following students who are
representing our school at District Swimming next
Thursday the 26th February:

Ella G, Alice G, Paige C, Lil H, Bonnie W, Flinders R, Ben
R, Nicholas B, Ollie D, Gigi F, Violet W, Fleur F, Lily M,
RJ, WIll F, Lincon R, Elian A, Billie H, Ruby P, Georgia
WM, Adelaide B, River A, Theo F, Hamish L, Noah B and
Harvey W.

Mrs Bannister
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Congratulations to the following students who celebrated or are celebrating their

birthdays in February!

Millie C, Diesel T, Ben R, Lincon R, RJ R, Lyla F,
Arlo CB, Aura CB, Archie S, Ruby C, Micah A,
Flinders R, lvy M, Harvey W, Connie G, Sam B,
Van C

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

1oth March-Curriculum Day
31st March - School Photos
27th to 31st July Yr5/6 Camp WOORABINDA
3oth to 31st July Yr3/4 Camp SOVEREIGN HILL

2026 Calendar Dates

Please note Calendar Dates will be updated each newsletter as new events are scheduled.

Events are also on the Compass Calendar.

TERM 1

Prep Interviews

Wednesday 25th February Junior Ranger Program

Thursday 26th February District Swimming (Selected Students Only)

Friday 27th February First Nations Day

Prep Interviews

Wednesday 4th March Inspire - 2nd Session

Tuesday 10th March Curriculum Day

Environment Captains Dolphin Swim

Wednesday 18th March Inspire - 3rd Session

Wednesday 25th March Division Swimming (Selected Students Only)

Tuesday 31st March School Photos

Thursday 2nd April Last Day of Term 1 - Students Dismissed at 2.30pm
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/ Runners Club

Runners Club meets every Monday & Thursday

on the school oval from 8.15am - 8.45am

(Arrive at any time from 8.15 onwards)

Certificates are awarded to all runners

Medals for 1.00kms+ | Trophies for 200kms+

(Parents/carers & younger siblings are welcome to join in)

Get fit & Have fun!

.

SOMERS PRIMARY SCHOOL

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE PROGRAM
FOR GRADES PREP —&

2026 Enrofllments & Bookings are now open.
WHAT WE OFFER

Our O5HC service provide
care that meets the Da
Framework for pri
includes a varlety
environment.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ENRCLLING:
CALL: 5943 5546 OR
EMAIL: somers.ps@educationwic.gov.au

Detalls are also on our website: somersps.vic.edwau




2025 Somers Arts Fair Sponsorship

Thank You to the following businesses and community
SOMERS
ARTS FAIR groups who have SP&V&S&V&’&/ our 2025 Arts Fair.

THE COAST

R EAL ESTATE

Westernport
Automotive
Services

Community Bank
Balnarring & District

B Bendigo Bank
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Year 7 2028
Enrolments Now Open
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Enrolments close 29 May 2026

Ready to try something new?

Join Scouts
1st Balnarring Scout Group is ' Ev.ery dqy Counts

welcoming new members to
unlock adventure and start their
Scouting journey! 1st Balnarring .
Our Section meeting nights are O S LUD M 1551 r‘]g G ne ddy per fortn Ig ht
e E]':;f‘EI? adds up to missing
Scous 230 1141 s E_f;"’: L four weeks of school a year.
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1800 SCOUTS
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Community News

J SINGING & @
PERFORMANCE®
5% CLASSES!

PRIMARY AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Located in my Bittern Studio

Does your child love to sing, perform, or put on a
show? Help them build confidence, skills, and
stage presence in a fun, supportive environment!

- WHAT | TEACH

« Vocal control & agility

* Microphone technique

« Stage presence & movement

* Live performance skills

* Songwriting & creativity

« Solo and group classes available

JJ CLASS DETAILS © CONTACT

* 45-minute sessions

* Beginner to advanced
welcome
Limited spots available

Dawn Shore
0408 300 194

Youth Road Safety
Fact Sheet

Whether you're biking or riding an e-scoater, follow thess simple
rood sabety Fps to stay safe and have fun on the movel

MODIFIED OR PETROL
POWERED BICYCLES

. gl

MOTOREBIKES

E-SCOOTER

Feor mara information, visit police.vic.gov.ou frood-sofety
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and information
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Can you give us a hand
to protect your community?

Scam the QR cofe to And out how
pou can help.




