Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 2 - Issue 1 Thursday 05th May, 2022.

Dear Families,

Principal’s Report

Welcome to Term 2!
It has been another busy few weeks here at Somers
Primary School, with our Year 4, 5 and 6 students
participating in the annual Student Attitude to
School Survey, as well as our year 3 and 5 students
preparing for NAPLAN. It is really important at the
moment that all students are attending school daily
to ensure that they are participating fully at school.
We also have school photos on Thursday 12th of
May. There is lots happening!

Student Attitude to School Survey (AtoSS)
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training to assist our school to gain an understanding of students’ perceptions and
experience of school. Students are asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation
to their school, their learning, peer and family relationships, resilience, bullying,
mental health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general. The survey provides
an important opportunity for students to give their feedback on our ongoing school
improvement initiatives. Our School Improvement Team uses these results to evaluate
our progress and set the direction for future initiatives to ensure that students are
happy, engaged and making great progress at school.
Based on 2021 results, improving our students’ perception of the extent to which they
feel their learning is differentiated to meet their individual needs, as well as improving
perceptions of student voice and agency, are priorities for our school in 2022.
Developing our whole school approach to differentiated, point-of-need reading
instruction is a key improvement strategy for this year, as is continuing to improve
student voice and agency through teacher professional learning into how to give
student more voice in what and how they learn.

COVID Safety
As the weather cools down and students spend more time indoors, it is important we all
remember to be vigilant with protecting our staff and students from COVID exposures.
Although wearing masks is not required, it is still recommended. Students who are
household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They may return
to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day
period. They are required to notify the school that they are a household contact.
Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face
masks when indoors at school unless they have a valid exemption. If a student
household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days and notify
the school. If your child is sick, they are required to stay home.
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Camp Hill Road Works
Work is currently underway installing the footpath and guttering
along Camp Hill Road between our school and Stone Reserve. Many
families have been taking advantage of the walking school bus to
make pick-ups easier. Works are planned to formalise the parking
area at the front of our school, and this work is currently scheduled
for late May and will take approximately 3-4 weeks.
School Council
Our School Council AGM was held last term on 5th April. At this
meeting our annual report was presented for 2021 (available here)
and office bearers were elected. Nikki Holmes will continue as our
school council president, Jenn McKeachie was elected as vicepresident and Lisa Scoble was elected as treasurer. We welcome John
Hyslop and Kaitlyn O’Gorman to our school council in 2022.
ANZAC Day
Thank you to our School Captains and Vice Captains Henry, Lucinda
and Sophie who represented our school at ANZAC Services on
ANZAC Day. Our student leaders demonstrated our school value of
respect admirably.
Congratulations to Year 6 student Aaron who won the John Cavanagh
Essay Competition, which he read at the Balnarring ANZAC Day
Service.

Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

TERM 2, 2022

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES

Fri 6 May

Mother’s Day Stall

Mon 9 May

Curriculum Day – no classes for students

Tues 10 May

NAPLAN testing commences for Yr 3 & 5 students

Wed 11 May

Book Club closes today

Thurs 12 May

School Photos

Thurs 19 May

District Cross Country
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Dear Families,

Assistant Principal’s Report

CLEAR Values
An important aspect of implementing School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Framework is having clearly defined values that underpin our expectations of behaviour
from all members of our school community. Our school values (CLEAR) are Collaboration,
Learning, Engagement and Respect. These values are taught at school intensively at the
start of the year and then throughout the year to ensure our students have an
understanding of what this looks like. Over the coming weeks we are focussing on the
value of respect. Respect will be a focus during circle time and students will have an opportunity to learn what
respect is and what it looks like in different settings around the school. We recognise these values via our CLEAR
cards.

RESPECT
RESPECT

Toilets

•
•

•

RESPECT
RESPECT

We keep the
walls, floors and
stalls clean.
We flush the
toilet.
We wash our
hands with soap.

Moving Around the School

•
•
•

Specialists

•

RESPECT
•

RESPECT
•

RESPECT
•

We put our hand
up if we have
something to
say.
We look after our
belongings and
classroom
equipment.
We keep our
classroom and
workspace clean
and tidy.
We work quietly.

We give space to
the person in front.
We accept who is
walking next to us.
We keep our hands
to ourselves.

Excursions

•
•
•

Library

•
•
•

We handle books
carefully.
We return books to
the right place on
the shelves.
We leave the
library how we find
it.

We follow
instructions from
teachers.
We listen to
teachers, parents, ES
and volunteers.
We use please and
thank you.

Play Areas

•
•
•

eLearning/Online

•

We return borrowed
equipment in the
same condition.

RESPECT

We put our
rubbish in the
bin.
We eat in
designated
areas.
We keep our
‘hands off’
others.
All Settings

•

We say please
and thank you.

•

We listen when
spoken to.

•

We use kind
words and
apologise when
mistakes are
made.

•

We answer
respectfully
when asked a
question.

Victorian Equesrian Interschool Sports
During the holidays, Grade 3 student, Josie Adshead represented Somers
Primary School in the Victorian Equestrian Interschool Sports. Josie and her
horse Treasure competed in two events, combined training (dressage and show
jumping) and a straight dressage event. Josie and Treasure came 8 th overall in
the state for the first event. Their second event was straight dressage, they
completed two tests over two days with a 9th in preparatory A and a 5th in the
preparatory E. Overall, Josie and Treasure were placed 6 th overall in the
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued...
championship which is a fantastic effort for their first
championship. Congratulation to Josie and Treasure for
their outstanding effort representing Somers Primary
School. If there are any families interested in knowing more
about inter school equestrian please contact me at the
school.
School Cross Country
Last Thursday we held our school
cross country events. Prep-2 students ran their course before recess on
the school grounds, with Grades 3 -6 students running after recess at
RW Stone Reserve. Results from the Grade 3-6 event will be used to
determine the cross-country team we send to District Cross country
which will be held later in the term.
It was great to see a high level of participation for both events and I
was impressed with students cheering each other on as they raced.
House participation points were calculated with the following results:

1st Place: Banksia (57 points)
2nd Place: Merricks (54 points)
3rd Place ( Tied ): Bunneron
& Coolart (53 points)
Congratulation to Mr Ziebell for his organisation of the day and a big thank to parents who were able to assist with
the running of the event.
A big thank you from Mr Ziebell to the following Grade 6 students for their help in setting and packing up and for
being the hares for the races, Bella G, Henry H, Declan S and Judah H.

Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Library News

Regards,

Mrs. Renouf .

Book Club Issue 3 is out now!
The due date for orders is Wednesday 11th May.
May is also Scholastic's 'National Family Reading Month'. Families are encouraged to read together for 10 minutes each day.
To register to enter the reading challenge go to: https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-community/nationalfamily-reading-month-2022/
Reading can be tracked using the Sea Creature Reading Log on the back of the Issue 3 catalogue or can be downloaded
from the website with other resources and reading tips.
All registered participants will be emailed a certificate and a Scholastic book voucher at the end of the challenge.

Mother’s Day Stall
This year, our Mother’s Day Stall will be held on Friday 6th May.
Gifts will start from $3 each. We are after some parent helpers
from 9am - 11am, to assist our students with making their special
purchases. Please contact the office if you are able to help.

Wonder Recycling Rewards Program
This term our school has entered the Wonder Recycling Rewards
Program. It is a great way to keep soft plastics out of landfill, and
recycled into school play equipment.

We are waiting for our collection boxes to arrive, but you can start collecting now. Any kind/brand of bread bags,
wraps, muffins etc. can be collected. The more we collect, the more points we can redeem for play equipment for
our school.
So please start collecting, just shake out the crumbs and we will let you know when the collection boxes arrive!
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Second Hand Uniform
A huge thank you to Joc and Lisa for giving up their time to run the
second hand uniform stall on Tuesday morning.
We hope to hold another second hand stall before the end of term.
Items that particularly in demand are winter skirts and tunics, school
logo’d long sleeved polo shirts and track pants. If you have any of
these items at home that are in good condition and you have no further
use for, the school would appreciate donations of these items.

Runner’s Club
Runner’s Club is held on Monday’s and Thursdays
from 8:15am to 8:45am.
Everyone Welcome ! - (Weather Permitting)

School Assemblies
Whole school assemblies are held on Friday’s
from 2:45pm - 3:15pm.
Parents can access assembly using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

Student Birthdays

MAY Birthdays
Sam H, Jude B, Ruby P, Chelsea G, Sweeney R-F,

Arlo V, Harlan S, Ned H, Cooper G, Quinnah D,
Georgie A, Evie M-E, Finn J, Zoe N, Ace G,
Charlotte E, Noah B & Tucker S
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Community News

Community News
Crib Point Community Market is on again….Saturday May 14th from 9am to 1pm
INDOOR & OUTDOOR STALLS including handmade jewellery, cards, aprons, kids’ clothes,
soaps, pens, fretwork, knitted items and decoupage, eggs, potatoes, plants, eco-friendly
products, upcycled products, Devonshire Teas, coffee, Cribby Koala Treasure Hunt and lots
more…….

PLUS

THE BIGGEST MORNING TEA is being held at the market, with all proceeds from the
Devonshire Teas and the Barbecue will go to the Cancer Council of Victoria
Location: Crib Point Community House, 7 Park Rd, Crib Point.
Email: market@cpch.org.au or Ph: 59839888

