Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 1 - Issue 4

Dear Families,

Thursday 17th March, 2022.

Principal’s Report

Thank you to all of our families who have continued to follow
COVID guidelines to keep our students, staff and school community safe. We have seen a
drop in the number of positive cases being reported to us here at school, and it has been great
to see students returning to school after being absent, eager to see their teachers and friends,
and ready for learning.

Thanks for continuing to follow mask guidelines when you are visiting our school also. Visitors
to our school aged 8 and above must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless a lawful
exception applies. Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to wear a face
mask indoors at school or an OSHC program. In addition, parents, carers and other adult
visitors (excluding students who visit a school to complete a secondary school subject) who
enter school buildings for longer than a momentary period must be able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or
have a valid medical exception. Some limited exemptions apply – please speak to us here in the office if you need further
clarification.

Student Voice and Agency
On Tuesday 15th March our school staff spent the day engaged in professional learning around the topic of Student Voice and
Agency. This is an area that our school has set strategic targets in, and is a high priority area for schools across the Victorian
Education system.
Each year, students in years 4-12 participate in the Attitude to School Survey in Victorian Government schools. This information
is used to help schools set areas for improvement in relation to student engagement, students’ attitudes towards learning,
perceptions of safety, teacher-student relations and students’ perceptions of the quality of teaching.
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On Tuesday, our teachers looked at how our 2021 results from
this survey compared with other schools, as well how these
results changed as students moved through the education
system. Student perceptions of Voice and Agency tended to
be lower than most other factors across all schools, and this
trend is reflected in our school’s recent data.
The term ’Student Voice’ refers to students’ perceptions and
opinions of their learning and school. When students have a
strong voice, they provide feedback to school staff about their
learning and school, and share ideas and opinions. Teachers
listen to students and provide opportunities for students to
give feedback.

‘Student Agency’ means that students have the power to make decisions about what and how they learn at school, and teachers
ensure they provide students with opportunities to make decisions about their learning.
Our vision for student voice and agency is that at our school, teachers actively seek feedback, ideas and opinions from learners
about their school, and how and what they learn, and that students have the power to make decisions that help them become
more engaged, independent and effective learners.
Our school already implements many initiatives to promote student voice and agency, including our Horizons and Inspire
electives programs, our Student Voice and Agency Leaders that conduct fortnightly circle times in each class, our Junior School
Council and our strong student leadership program.
On Tuesday, our teachers attended workshops conducted by other staff members into strategies to increase voice and agency in
learning, including the use of reflective tools to gather feedback on teaching effectiveness and learning engagement, coconstruction of assessment rubrics with students, the use of student-friendly learning continuums, and tools for gathering
feedback from students on what they would like to learn.
Teachers then developed a proposition to increase student voice, and over the next few weeks will conduct a 1-1 survey with
selected students they teach to delve deeper into how our learners believe we can improve learning at school.
Dolly’s Dream Colour Run
On Friday 1st April, our students will be participating in a Colour Run at
school to raise money and awareness for Dolly’s Dream, a charity
committed to changing the culture of bullying in Australia. Dolly’s Dream addresses the
impact of bullying, anxiety, depression and youth suicide through education and direct
support to young people and families. This fundraiser was proposed and planned by
year 6 student Lara Hannah.
All fundraising for this event will take place online, and students
have received information packs on how to register. Go to
www.myprofilepage.com.au, register your child, set a
fundraising target and share your page URL to get started.
This is sure to be a fun event for an important cause.
NAPLAN Assessment
The National Assessment Plan – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessments will
take place for year three and five students between 10th and 17th of May, 2022, with
additional days to allow students to catch up should they miss any assessments due to
absence.
Please contact me or your child’s teacher if you would like to discuss your child’s
NAPLAN participation. All students are expected to take part in this assessment, and
the information gathered provides important evidence for families about your child’s
performance, as well as feedback for our school on the impact of our teaching
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programs. Students will participate in most assessments online, and all students participating will have opportunities to become
familiar with the online platform before this time.
Leave
I will be on leave for the period of 21st March until the 25th March. I’m looking forward to a week away camping in NSW with my
family. During this time Kirsty will be Acting Principal. Thanks Ms E!
Welcome back Luke! Farewell Katrina
A big welcome back to Luke Jenkins who is returning from family leave after the birth of his daughter Teddie. Thanks to Tamara
Kelly and Sarah Pilgrim for teaching in 56C whilst Mr J was away.
We are also farewelling the amazing Katrina Densley this week who has done an amazing job over the past six years supporting
inclusion for students with disabilities across our school. We thank Katrina for all of her work, and wish her all the best at her new
school.

Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Easter RafflE: Grade 6 students will be selling tickets for
our Easter Raffle before & after school (outside the office) over
the next three weeks.

Tickets are $1 each or 3 for $2.

Prizes will be drawn on Tuesday 5th April— All proceeds go
towards Grade 6 Graduation. —Many thanks for your support.

2022

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES

Weds 23 March
Weds 30 March

First of 3 STEM sessions at WPSC for Year 5 & 6 students
2nd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Tues 5 April

Easter Raffle Prize Draw

Weds 6 April

3rd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Friday 8 April

End of Term 1 – students dismissed at 2.30pm

TERM 2

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES

Tues 26 April

Term 2 commences

Mon 9 May

Curriculum Day – NO classes for students

Thurs 12 May

School Photos

Every Friday — Whole School Assembly 2:45pm – 3:15pm.

Parents can access assembly using this link: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au
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Dear Families,

Assistant Principal’s Report

Conflict
Conflict is a normal part of children’s lives. Having different needs or wants, or wanting the same
thing when only one is available, can easily lead children into conflict with one another.
Some types of conflict that can be common at school include; disagreement of what game to play
or not allowing others to play, disagreement of the rules or not following the rules, not taking turns,
not sharing and perception that another child is being mean.
Children can react to conflict in a variety of ways:





Force: yelling, debating, threatening, and physically lashing out
Giving in: to avoid the conflict or to prevent fights and make others happy
Avoidance: leaving the area or the relationship

Sometimes conflict between children blows over but often children need the support of an adult to learn how to manage conflict.
Conflict that is poorly managed can have a negative impact on children’s relationships and their emotional wellbeing. Teaching
children the skills for resolving conflict can help significantly. By learning to manage conflict effectively, children’s skills for
getting along with others can be improved. Children are much happier, have better friendships and are better learners at school
when they know how to manage conflict well.
At Somers Primary School, we implement a number of strategies to support students to navigate conflict with their peers:



Restorative Practice
When conflict occurs, restorative conversation is a strategy that seeks to repair relationships that
have been damaged. Teachers play an important role in modelling and guiding students through
this process which gives them the opportunity to reflect, make things right, empathise with others
and identify and develop strategies for future use.
 Circle Time
Circle time is also used in classrooms to give students an opportunity to speak and listen to one
another with the teacher facilitating the conversation. The circle process allows students to tell
their stories and offer their own perspectives, enabling students to work through any issues and be
in a more positive mindset ready to learn.
 Social and Emotional Learning: Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships
As well as teaching academic skills, it is important for schools to promote student resilience, wellbeing and positive social
attitudes. One way that schools can achieve this is through the teaching of evidence-based programs that explicitly foster
personal and social capabilities. Explicit efforts to provide Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) opportunities is recognised as a
key part of this work.
SEL is the process through which children and young people build and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes and skills
necessary to:
• Understand and manage emotions
• Make responsible decisions
• Set and achieve positive goals

• Develop resilience to deal with change

• Feel and express empathy

• Create positive gender norms

• Establish and maintain positive relationships • Contribute to social cohesion.

Social and emotional skills help students develop the resilience to deal with change,
challenge and unpredictability.
We teach social and emotional learning via Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships program. The RRRR learning materials have been produced to align with
the Victorian Curriculum and produced with age-appropriate learning materials. The
RRRR program covers 8 topic areas: emotional literacy, personal strengths, positive
coping, problem solving, stress management, help seeking, gender identity and positive
gender relationships.

Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Library Update
MARCH
Birthdays
Mitch S
Lillian H

Louis O
Finn M
Kade S
Gwendolyn C
Tess E
Henry H
Noah B

Book Club Issue 2 is out now. Orders are due back Wednesday 23 March.
Unfortunately the physical catalogues can’t be distributed for this issue but below
is the link for the online catalogue for families:
Issue 2 Book Club Catalogue link:
https://scholastic.com.au/media/6789/bc222_web.pdf
Orders can be made online through the LOOP portal at scholastic.com.au/LOOP
or by using the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App Store or
Google Play.
LOGIN (scholastic.com.au)
Cash payments can still be made by putting your order details and money in an
envelope and giving it to Anne-Maree at the office.

$ When making a cash order please make
sure you include the following:
Student name, class, parent contact number,
book titles and page number from catalogue,
price of book/s.
If you have any queries, my email is:
belinda.renouf@education.vic.gov.au

Thanks,
Belinda Renouf.

Pippa H
Chloe O
Abigail B-H
Ever R
Ella J
Summer D
Elise R
Georgia W-M
Davi B
Adam C

Grace V
Lenny J
Indiana B
Cooper G
Indi H
Lyda P

Easter Raffle
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Community News
'Save the date of Saturday 19th March for the Womin Djeka Festival at the
Balnarring Beach Camping Reserve (opposite Tulum Store)! This annual event
is a family friendly day of live music, culture, interactive workshops,
delicious food & so much more.
Run by the Balnarring Pre-School and respected Australia-wide, this
community run festival actively embraces reconciliation and honours the
wisdom of all First Nations peoples. Please spread the word and check out
the attached flyer.
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Peninsula Health – Helping to Keep our Community Safe
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Peninsula Health – Helping to Keep our Community Safe
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Community News

Balnarring District Netball Club

Community News
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