Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 1 - Issue 1

Dear Families,

Thursday 02nd February, 2022.

Principal’s Report

Thanks for the great start to the year so far. It has been wonderful
to see families engaging with their children’s teachers this week through the Meet
the Teacher Interviews ta provide important information for us that will help meet
your child’s individual needs at school. Thanks also to our staff for taking the time to
meet with all families individually to better understand our students.
Thanks to all of the families who have continued to follow COVID guidelines to keep
our school safe, and I really hope your children are coping with their twice-weekly
rapid antigen testing
regime.
Please
remember to keep your
child home if they are unwell, inform our office if your
child returns a positive test result and continue to
keep an eye on ClassDojo to be aware of any
notifications regarding exposures at school.
School Swimming Sports
Our year 3 – 6 Swimming Carnival will be held at the
Yawa Aquatic Centre (Rosebud) next week on
Tuesday 22nd February. We are really hoping all
students in years 3-6 attend to support their house –
there will be fun noodle races at the end of the events
for students who are less confident swimmers. Which
house will win our coveted House Swimming Sports
Trophy? We welcome parents as helpers at this event
– please ensure you have provided a copy of your
WWCC and COVID Vaccination Certificate to the
office if you are helping out.
Congratulations 2022 Preps!
Well done to all of our 2022 Preps who have made
such a positive start to learning at primary school! It
has been really amazing to see how well our prep
students have adjusted to being at school, and how
quickly they have learnt the routines of school.
Our Prep team of Megan Shemmell, Anneliese Arrott
-Watt and Laurie Aitken have spent considerable time
over the past 6 months working with families and
kindergartens to ensure that we are able to support
these students to make a positive transition to
school. In addition to the Transition Learning and
Development statements for individual children, our
kindergarten calls and visits, numerous transition
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sessions, school tours and meetings with parents have
ensured that we have had the information we need to
support all of our Prep’s successful transition.
Teaching Confidence and Resilience Skills at Somers
Primary School
At Somers Primary School, we believe that learning
confidence and resilience skills are fundamental to longterm learning success. We understand that these skills are
not fixed, and that all students can develop their
confidence and resilience with the right teaching and
support. Students who are confident and resilient have the
capacity to try new things, take calculated risks and
bounce back from setbacks, all of which are important skills
for learning.
To help students learn to be confident and resilient, our staff all teach the Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships program. In this program, students learn about emotional literacy (the ability to understand ourselves
and other people, including managing emotions and building empathy), recognise their personal strengths, develop
positive coping strategies and problem-solving strategies, and build children’s stress management techniques.
In addition to this program, we work with families and allied health services to provide more intensive programs for
students who need additional assistance with developing their resilience and confidence.

Home Learning
Our Somers Primary School Homework Policy outlines
the Department of Education and Somers Primary
School’s approach to learning at home. Learning at
home supports students’ learning and wellbeing by
providing opportunities for students to review, revise
and reinforce newly acquired skills, apply new
knowledge, and prepare for future lessons.
It
encourages students to enrich or extend knowledge
individually, collectively, and imaginatively, fostering
good lifelong learning and study habits and supports
learning partnerships with parents/carers.
The objectives of home tasks are to practise and
consolidate the concepts that have been introduced
during class time. It is also intended to introduce the
concepts of self-discipline and responsibility and as students move into Years 5 and 6, to develop routines and skills
that prepare them for secondary school. Home tasks will mainly consist of daily reading to, with, or by parents/
carers, and practising sight words. They may also complete simple numeracy tasks as directed by their teacher. In
years 3-6 home learning tasks may also take the form of a
project that is completed over a number of weeks.
Daily home reading is a vital part of all students’ ongoing
literacy development. Much of your child’s home learning
task time should be spent enjoying books.
In Years P-2, home learning tasks should total around 15
mins per day. In years 3-4, reading and other literacy and
numeracy tasks should total around 20 minutes per day,
and Years 5-6 students should complete around 30
minutes per day.
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Congratulations Mr Jenkins
Our warmest wishes to Luke Jenkins and his family who are
welcoming their second child in the coming days. Luke will be
taking leave this week and returning in a few weeks’ time, with
Sarah Pilgrim and Tamara Kelly teaching 5/6C during this time.

Regards,

Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES
2022
Tues 22 Feb

Somers Swimming Carnival (for Yr 3-6 Students) at the Yawa pool, Rosebud

Mon 28 Feb

Dolphin Swim (Environmental Captains) – Moonraker, Sorrento

Thurs 3 March

District Swimming Carnival at the Yawa pool, Rosebud

Weds 9 March

Prep students attend full time

Mon 14 March

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tues 15 March

Curriculum Day – NO classes for students

Weds 23 March

First of 3 STEM sessions at WPSC for Year 5 & 6 students

Weds 30 March

2nd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Weds 6 April

3rd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Friday 8 April

End of Term 1 – students dismissed at 2.30pm

TERM 2
Tues 26 April

Term 2 commences

Thurs 12 May

School Photos

Every Friday — Whole School Assembly 2:45pm – 3:15pm.
Parents can access assembly using this link: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

Ready 2 Learn

We regularly use the term ‘ready to learn’ at school. This refers to students overall
emotional wellbeing and their ability to be in a positive frame of mind to be able to
learn in the classroom.
There are many reasons why students may not be ‘ready to learn’. This can include
but is not limited to, separation anxiety at morning drop off, conflict with peers,
tiredness, anxiety, sensory needs and changes in family circumstances.
For students to be ready to learn we need to;
•
•
•
•

Build their learning and coping strategies
Increase their self-regulation abilities
Help them recognise and understand their responses
Provide high expectations and demonstrate high levels of care

Teachers explicitly teach this across the school so students are ready
to learn and know how to have a positive impact on their own and
others’ learning. This is also reinforced via our Engagement
Program, Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program
and with using the Zones of Regulation framework.
Sometimes our students will also need
additional help from their teacher to create the conditions where they can self-regulate.
One way we do this is through having resources available like a ‘Ready 2 Learn’ trolley.
All of our classrooms have a ‘Ready 2 Learn’ trolley that students can access with the
assistance of their teacher. Students are able to select a time limited task or resource to
assist them to be ready to learn. This
can include listening to music, cuddling
a soft toy, using a fidget toy or simply
going to get a drink.
In addition to the ‘Ready 2 Learn’
trolleys, we have our ‘Ready 2 Learn’
room at school. This space is available
for students who require to additional
resources to assist them to stay
regulated or to undertake their learning
tasks for a short period of time in a quiet
space that is free from distraction.
Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Community News
FEBRUARY
Birthdays
Mahlia W
Jess T
Tilly S
Finnley C
Charlie B
Safia C
Rose D
Diesel T
Ben R
Maggie B

Hunter Mc
Arlo C-B
Aura C-B
Isobel R
Archie S
Lewis K
Flinders R
Harvey W
Van C
Maximillian G
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