Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 1 - Issue 3 Thursday 03rd March, 2022.

Dear Families,

Principal’s Report

Over the past week or so our school has seen a
significant increase in the number of students testing positive to COVID, with many
students having to stay home whilst they have been unwell. I have spoken to many
families who have also had to quarantine due to being household contacts of
someone who has tested positive. As a community, we had been fortunate for a
long period of time with a very small number of students testing positive to COVID,
and it now seems that we are feeling the full effects of the pandemic.

At the time of writing, fifty positive COVID cases have been reported to our school
since December 2021, with 37
of these having been reported since February 22nd. This
large increase over the past fortnight prompted us to
contact the DET’s COVID-19 Incident Coordination and
Response Team as well as the South East Public Health
Unit, to help monitor and provide support to ensure that we
are doing all that we can to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of our students, staff and families.
It was under these circumstances that our school council
deemed our attendance at District Swimming sports to be
too great a risk to student and staff safety currently.
Although this was very disappointing for our students, I
thank school council for their considered approach to
evaluating the risk and making this difficult call.
Advice received so far outlines the important steps we need
to continue to take, including:

•

Staff and students who test positive on rapid antigen
test (RAT) are required to upload their positive RAT
results online at https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
node/22270 or call 1800 675 398.

•

Cases must isolate for 7 days from the date of their first
positive test result (PCR or RAT). They do not require
an end of isolation test to return to the facility.
Symptomatic cases who have completed their 7-day
isolation should not attend the facility until resolution
of symptoms.
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•

Recovered cases are also not required to undertake any
further COVID-19 test for the 30 days following their
diagnosis.

•

Continuing to practise COVIDSafe behaviours as per
our COVIDSafe plan, including encouraging testing,
ventilation, hygiene, mask wearing, ensuring students and
staff stay home if they are unwell, use of air filters and
ensure that our regular cleaning is taking place.
I would like to thank our whole school community for their
cooperation during this challenging time. Our parents have
been unbelievably supportive, understanding and accepting
of COVID guidelines. I am also so appreciative of our staff who continue to support students’ achievement,
wellbeing and engagement whilst being really focused on minimising the risk to children’s and their own health.
And of course, a huge thank you to our students who keep demonstrating our school values of Collaboration,
Learning, Engagement and Respect at school each day!
Understanding How Your Child is Assessed
Across our school, teachers use assessment to
determine students’ learning goals, identify progress
against the Victorian Curriculum and evaluate the
impact of teaching on student learning.
In English, our teachers use a number of assessments to
understand what students can do, and their next steps
for learning. Our Prep teachers are currently
administering the English Online Interview with all Prep
students, which assesses students’ letter and sound
identification, concepts about print, hearing and
recording sounds in words, phonemic awareness and
oral language. In addition, teachers in years Prep, One and
Two use the PM Benchmark reading assessment, Letter and Sound Identification, Elementary Spelling Inventory
and Sutherland Phonological Awareness test to monitor students’ progress in English.
Students in years Prep, One and Two also use the Mathematics Online Interview to better understand student
progress in counting, place value, addition and subtraction and multiplication and division.
Across our school, all levels use the Elementary Spelling Inventory to monitor students’ development of phonemic
awareness and spelling. We also use a whole-school writing assessment, and students engage in regular moderated
writing assessment tasks to demonstrate the skills that they can demonstrate independently.
In years three to six, along with PM Benchmarking reading assessment, our school uses twice-yearly Progressive
Achievement Testing (developed by the Australian Council for Educational Research) to monitor progress and
determine learning goals in Reading and Mathematics. These assessments are conducted in mid term 2 and mid
term 4.
In addition, our teachers use checklists, rubrics and anecdotal observations to monitor ongoing student progress
and determine next steps of learning. The collection of evidence of student learning is combined with standardised
assessments to report student progress to parents in twice yearly reports.
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2021 Parent Opinion Survey

Somers PS - % positive Statistically like
endorsement
schools - % positive
endorsement
88%
76%

Factor

We received the results of our
most recent Parent Opinion
Survey in late December, and this
information provided us with
valuable feedback on our parents’
perceptions of the school, as well
as areas for improvement. Thank
you to all parents who
participated.

State - % positive
endorsement

Parent and
78%
Community
Engagement
Connection and
85%
84%
86%
Progression
Safety
92%
82%
83%
School Ethos and
83%
78%
80%
Environment
Student Cognitive
83%
77%
80%
Engagement
82%
80%
81%
Overall, our results on this survey Student Development
were
extremely
positive.
Particularly, parents’ perceptions of
student safety at school have continued to improve over the past four years, and much of this improvement can be
attributed to our whole-school School Wide Positive Behaviour approach.
Curriculum Day – Tuesday 15th March
School Council have approved Curriculum Days for Tuesday 15th March and Monday 9th May.
These days will be used for staff professional learning around our 2022 school priorities.

Regards,

Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

2022

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES

Weds 9 March

Prep students attend full time

Mon 14 March

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tues 15 March

Curriculum Day – NO classes for students

Weds 23 March
Weds 30 March

First of 3 STEM sessions at WPSC for Year 5 & 6 students
2nd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Weds 6 April

3rd STEM session at WPSC FOR Year 5 & 6 students

Friday 8 April

End of Term 1 – students dismissed at 2.30pm

TERM 2

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES

Tues 26 April

Term 2 commences

Mon 9 May

Curriculum Day – NO classes for students

Thurs 12 May

School Photos

Every Friday — Whole School Assembly 2:45pm – 3:15pm.
Parents can access assembly using this link: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,
Student Voice and Agency Leaders
This week our Student Voice and Agency leaders met for
the first time to discuss their role this year. Under the
guidance of Rebecca Hengemuhle, our SVA leaders will
play a key role facilitating opportunities for students to
communicate ideas and opinions along with collaborating
and making decisions with adults.
SVA leaders and our School and Vice Captains will
spending time in classes each fortnight facilitating Circle
Time sessions. These sessions will focus on students being able to discuss, provide feedback
and make decisions about their learning, social and emotional wellbeing and engagement at
school.
The first circle time session will take place in the next few weeks and the main focus will be for
the SVA leaders to introduce themselves, introduce the Circle Time norms and engage the
students in ‘getting to know you’ activities. Subsequent circle time sessions will on students
sharing their feedback about their learning and experiences at school.
Lunch Time Activities
An hour of lunch time play can be a long time for some of our students to navigate.
Sometimes students need a little help finding something to do so. To combat this we have a
range of equipment, play areas and activities to ensure all our students are having a fun,
engaging and successful break time.
Lunchtime Program - we offer a variety of activities run by staff at school that would suit a wide
range of ages and interests.
Some of these activities include:
 Beach walk/exploring rock pools at Somers Beach
 Organised games or sports including, Happy Back Board, football, tennis, etc.
 Taking small groups to the flying fox park
 Play Pod
 Multi-Purpose Room- students can play with a variety of toys like Lego, toy kitchen, dolls,
cars and much more.
 Dance Party
 Library- open Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday lunch times
 Gardening
In addition to lunch time program activities, we have many play areas that can be accessed by
all students during play times. These include the Ga Ga pit, fairy garden, playgrounds, four
square courts and table tennis to name a few.
Our sports cupboard is also open for students to borrow sports equipment.
Finally, we have our Friendship Bench (located outside
the office), for students to go if they are looking for
someone to play with.

Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Community News
MARCH
Birthdays
Mitch S
Lillian H
Louis O
Finn M
Kade S
Gwendolyn C
Tess E

Henry H
Noah B
Pippa H
Chloe O
Abigail B-H
Ever R
Ella J
Summer D
Elise R
Georgia W-M
Davi B
Adam C
Grace V
Lenny J
Indiana B
Cooper G
Indi H
Lyda P
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Peninsula Health – Helping to Keep our Community Safe

CPJFC Committee.

Thank you,

We are writing in hope to share with the Somers Community registration details
for Crib Point Junior Football Club. Crib Point Junior Football are looking for registrations between under 9’s to under 16’s boys and girls - all skill levels welcomed. If you are interested you are able to register at the following link; https://
aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2Fe310fe&amp;data=04%7C01%
7Csomers.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C996e377a74ba4d5e9b3308d9fa6dc5f1%
7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637816171679709725%
7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%
7C2000&amp;sdata=5sgSVgPPSBpUkhtB9ZldBv5hOBWs1Bhr9uUS3fkfVE8%
3D&amp;reserved=0

Hello , from the committee of Crib Point Junior Football Club.

Location: Crib Point Community House, 7 Park Rd, Crib
Point. Email: market@cpch.org.au or Ph: 59839888

INDOOR & OUTDOOR STALLS including handmade
jewellery, cards, aprons, kids’ clothes, soaps, pens, fretwork, knitted items and decoupage, eggs, potatoes,
plants, eco-friendly products, upcycled products, Devonshire Teas, coffee, Cribby Koala Treasure Hunt and lots
more…….

Saturday March 12th 9am to 1pm

Crib Point Community Market is on again…..
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Balnarring District Netball Club

