Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 3 - Issue 4

Dear Families,

Thursday 02nd September, 2021.

Principal’s Report

I hope you are all travelling OK and continuing to work on finding the
positives during this challenging time. Again, a huge thank you to our
families who continue to provide high levels of support and engagement
for children’s learning and wellbeing during remote learning. I have
recently been conducting online meetings with prospective families for
enrolment in 2022, and one of the highlights of our school that I mention to
families is how engaged and supportive our school community is.

I would like to also thank our students, who continue to demonstrate positivity, resilience, and
respect in what is a really challenging period for them. We continue to be amazed at the great
work that students are doing at home, and are planning some upcoming events to ensure that
there are some positive things for students to look forward to during remote learning.
A huge thank you to our staff who continue to be adaptive, creative, committed, and collaborative
in ensuring that to the fullest extent, the wellbeing, engagement, and progress of every student
can be maintained.
At the time of writing, an extension to the current period of remote learning has been announced
until the end of term 3. As yet we are unsure about when on-site learning will return in term 4.
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Remote Learning – Feedback from Students and Families
Thank you to all students and families who have completed the
Remote Learning Surveys over the past few weeks. The results of
these surveys have given us some objective feedback that continues
to inform the ongoing improvement of our remote learning approach.

Effectiveness of learning activities

66.7%

% Positive
Endorsement
(Parents and
Carers)
83%

Teachers have made improvements to remote learning

58.7%

72.3%

Ease of getting assistance from teachers

74.6%

94.4%

Feel generally positive about approach to remote learning program

57.1%

72.2%

Feel that students have made good progress during remote learning

60.3%

72.2%

Feel that teachers have worked hard to support engagement and wellbeing

79.3%

78.9%

Feel the school gave ideas to support families during remote learning

55.6%

66.7%

Feel students are happy most of the time in remote learning

42.9%

61.1%

Know where to get help when needed during remote learning

85.7%

77.7%

Feel generally positive about school support for students’ wellbeing

66.7%

83.3%

TEACHING AND LEARNING

% Positive
Endorsement
(Students)

ENGAGEMENT AND WELLBEING

Much of the feedback within the comments that came from students reflected that
they were finding remote learning challenging, and really wanted to be back onsite
learning at school. There were strong levels of positive endorsement showing that
students and families felt that teachers were able to assist where needed. The greatest
areas for improvement remain in providing strategies for families on ways to support
their children during remote learning, as well as supporting students to be happier
during remote learning. In addition to this, there were many positive comments about
our ‘Anchor Day’ that was focused on supporting students’ emotional and mental
wellbeing. We are planning a similar day on Friday Sept 10th, with an overall focus on
health. On this day students will engage in learning activities that they can choose, with
teachers running online workshops in physical skills, cooking, meditation, craft and
other activities that are known to promote physical and mental health.
Over the past week we have also had a greater focus on differentiation. Looking at
recent student achievement data, our school improvement team has recognised that
some students are making less progress during remote learning, and our belief is that
part of this is the challenge of differentiating the curriculum to meet students at their
points of need like teachers can when they are onsite. Teachers have been running
some smaller group sessions recently with a focus on making sure that students are
learning the content that is ‘just right’ for them. We believe this approach will lead to
higher levels of engagement and achievement for our students across the board.
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Principal’s Report continued...
We have also made some changes recently to ensure that there is sufficient staff to support the
onsite supervision of students who are being cared for at school. This has meant that on some
days, teachers are having a short touch-base with their class to mark the roll, then posting learning
tasks to be complete by students independent. Teachers have been accompanying these
independent tasks with video demonstrations and/or worked examples so students and families
are clear about the success criteria for these sessions.
Welcome back Ms. Wesley

In term 4 we welcome back Kayla Wesley who will return from family leave. Kayla will be teaching
in 5A with Mrs. Skinner. Ms. Wesley will be teaching 5A on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, with
Mrs. Skinner working in the 5/6 building on Wednesdays, and teaching 5A on Thursdays and
Fridays.
Father's Day
A super special Happy Fathers Day to all of the dads, grandads and other
special people in our children’s lives for this Sunday. We are sorry we won’t be
able to provide you with one of our school gifts this year – but we hope you
have a special day on Sunday with your family. Thanks for the support and
guidance you give to our children!
NAPLAN Results
Parents and carers of students in years 3 and 5 will receive their child ’s NAPLAN results via post over
the coming days. This report provides a snapshot of a child’s performance on this assessment. It is
important to recognise that NAPLAN tests are not pass or fail tests, and they are an indication of how a
child performed along a continuum of achievement. Parents who are looking for more precise
information on what they can do to support their child’s development should contact their child’s
teacher, or school leadership.
Somers Primary School retains digital copies of NAPLAN reports via the NAPLAN Data Service. Should
parents require access to the reports, please contact me at the school.
Most importantly, families should take this opportunity to celebrate children ’s learning growth and
achievement, to develop their confidence and self-efficacy as a learner.

End of Term Arrangements
A reminder that Friday 17th September is the
last day of Term 3. This will be a special Footy
Day online. Term 4 begins on Monday 4th
October.

Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Somers Primary School Newsletter

STUDENT
BIRTHDAYS
- September Cohen D
Ziggy T
Sammi K
Archer C
Elodie L,
Henry B
Finn H

LIBRARY
NEWS
Library Update I was so excited when I noticed this
morning that they were using
'Norton and the Bear' by Gabriel
Evans in the 'Bigger, Better,
Brighter' incursion. We have a copy
of this gorgeous book in the library.
It has beautiful illustrations and a
lovely message about individuality
and accepting other's actions as
compliments.

Nathan W
Georgia S
Monica P
Tanner H
Gilbert C
Gordon C
Ethan B
Charlie S
Cora K
Samson W
Jayden K
Lara H
Mia O-F

Link to story:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c79D_8RCfBBEbSx_CGMJsqLsv66_b9E9/view?
usp=sharing
Link to Somers Library Stories Folder:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17FO6yLtbciyaJlFOQxv9pIV-KbDA1NW1

Mrs. Renouf
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

With yesterday’s announcement that we will not return onsite this term, I
flt it important to share again supports available to support families
during this time.
There are a number of resources available for families to support the
mental health and wellbeing of their child during remote and flexible
learning. These resources can be found on the links below.
Looking after your child's mental health (education.vic.gov.au)
Talking to your child about COVID-19 | Coronavirus Victoria
Managing screen time, health and wellbeing | Coronavirus Victoria
Keeping your child active and eating healthy (education.vic.gov.au)
I’d also like to remind families that Hugh
and myself are working onsite every day. If
you have any concerns about your child’s
health and wellbeing, please do not
hesitate to get in contact with us at the
school.

Supporting Children in Lockdownwebinar
Dr. Billy Garvey, paediatrician from the
Royal Children’s Hospital, and Dr. Tom
Brunell, director of education at Berry
Street are running a webinar for parents on
supporting children during the lockdown
on Thursday 2nd September at 7 pm.
Tickets are free and can be secured via the
link below.

FREE Webinar: Supporting children during lockdown six Tickets | TryBooking Australia
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R U Ok? Day
Next Thursday 9th September is R U Ok? Day. R U Ok? Day is a national day of action dedicated to
reminding people to ask family, friends and colleagues, ‘Are you ok?’. The purpose is to inspire and
empower everyone to meaningfully connect with people around them to make a difference to anyone
who might be struggling.
This year’s message is ‘Are they really ok? Ask them today’. With life’s ups and downs (particularly at this
time) that challenge us all, taking the time to check in with someone can go a long way in supporting
their mental health. Further information on this initiative, including info on learning the signs of
someone struggling can be found on the link below.
https://www.ruok.org.au/get-involved

Kind Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Email: kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
Book Week
Check out some of the great activities classes participated in
during last week’s Book Week celebrations. Congratulations also
to all of our students who participated in our Book Week
Competition.
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Community News
The Somers Residents Association (SRA) is an incorporated, not-for-profit,
voluntary organisation. Our role is to liaise and lobby where necessary, with
representatives from the Mornington Peninsula Shire, Victorian State and
Federal Governments and relevant business leaders, on behalf of the community. Our
enthusiastic committee of 12 are currently focussing on Mobile Phone and Internet
connectivity at Somers, The Koala Corridor Project, and the Community Park Project.
Did you know the SRA provides all the dog poo bags available on Somers walking tracks
and is a sponsor of the Somers Primary School Artsfair?
The SRA works with you and for you at Somers. Membership is $10 per annum and is open
to full or part-time residents living within postcode 3927.
Information and details on joining the SRA are available on https://somers.org.au
or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/somersresidentsassociation

