Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 3 - Issue 3

Dear Families,

Thursday 19th August, 2021.

Principal’s Report

Thank you again to our whole
school community for the way everyone has transitioned
back to remote learning over the past fortnight. Our whole
school community has worked really hard on ensuring that
this transition has been as smooth as possible.
‘Find Your Anchor’ Friday
We know that being in and out of lockdown has been really tough on our students, and we are
acutely conscious of the need to support students’ positive mental health at the moment, as
well as helping our whole community develop the resilience and emotional literacy skills needed
to cope with the challenges associated with COVID restrictions. Last Friday we held a special
day to mix things up for students and support their personal development. This was a great
opportunity for our students and staff to think about what helps them to stay happy and
healthy, and to recognise the importance of practising these things regularly.
Check out Ms E’s Assistant Principal Report for some great examples of the awesome things
that people did to support their positive mental health and happiness on this day.
We are planning another
special day over the next
few weeks where we
provide students with
the opportunity to learn
with some different
students and staff and
provide some more
choice in what they
learn.
Stay tuned!
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Changes
Learning

to

Remote

Recently we have seen an
increase in the number of
students attending onsite,
and this has meant that we
need more staff onsite to
supervise students. Over the
next few weeks, staff
required onsite may be
posting learning tasks to be
completed independently.
Live classes will continue as normal when staff are not required for on-site supervision. All
students will have a daily engagement and attendance meeting each morning.
Onsite supervision will be strictly limited to children that fall under one of the following
categories:
•

Children who are not able to be supervised at home (and no other arrangements can be
made) as all parents/caregivers are authorised workers (list available at https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/authorised-provider-and-authorised-worker-list-0)

•

Children identified by the school as experiencing vulnerability, including students in out-ofhome care, deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence
service, and assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home , identified by
a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral from a government
agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or
mental health or other health service), or where a parent/carer indicates that a student with
a disability is vulnerable because they cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the
student is vulnerable due to family stress.

Parents requesting onsite supervision will also complete a weekly declaration that they fall into
one of these categories, and provide copies of their Authorised Work permits if applicable.
We are also working on ways to ensure that the curriculum is better differentiated to ensure that
students are engaged and making greater learning progress, particularly with younger and more
vulnerable students.
A school-based survey has gone out to families and students this week also
via class dojo. Please send your feedback to help our school ensure that we
are best meeting the learning, engagement and wellbeing needs of students
and families.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Administration Building Deck
After approximately 12 weeks of having limited access to our administration building, the
Victorian School Building Authority has agreed to fund the $110,000 replacement of the ramp,
stairs and decking outside our office. We received the news that the school would not have to
pay the cost of this with locally raised funds at our School Council meeting last week, where local
MP Chris Brayne attended and gave us this news.
I would like to thank our School Councillors and the Somers Residents Association for their
support on this issue. Our long-term goal is that our school facilities receive greater attention,
particularly the provision of a permanent administration building and space for community
gatherings and indoor recreation. For more information, or to become involved in supporting
important local issues like these, check out the SRA website: https://somers.org.au/.
Work on the deck is due to start once all permits have been secured and will likely begin over the
next few weeks.
Arts Fair News
Due to the uncertainty around COVID restrictions between now and October,
the Arts Fair Committee have made the decision to hold the 2021 Arts Fair
online, with a special Fair at school for our students if we can, on Friday
22nd October.
More information will come out over the coming weeks, and although we are disappointed that
we won’t be able to run our Arts Fair as we normally would, we are sure that many of the things
that make our Arts Fair so special will be able to be enjoyed by our school community, along
with raising important funds for our school.
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au
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Bigger, Better, Brighter Incursion
Unfortunately, the Bigger, Better, Brighter incursion that was planned for Prep - Yr 3 will now be
delivered ONLINE. More information will be forwarded to parents by their child’s classroom teacher.

BOOK WEEK 23-27 August

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS
Wishing The Following Students a Very Happy Birthday for the month of
AUGUST From Your Teachers & Friends @ Somers PS!
Elliot G, Matthew C, Logan M, Kai M, Scarlett M,
Dax H, Thomas N, Elliot B, Aaron M,
Stella P, Lukas C, Banjo S, Chloe A,
Kai O, Francesca A, Willow K & Thomas M
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

Last week Hugh and I attended a Department
of Education webinar hosted by Headspace. The webinar, “Reflect,
Rebalance, Recalibrate, and Reorientate” was aimed at providing school
leaders with skills to actively support the immediate wellbeing needs of
themselves, their teams and the wider school community. A big take
away for us was the importance identifying our own and others’
anchors. The anchor being the thing that helps us manage our
emotional regulation and wellbeing and keeps our batteries recharged,
particularly during times of significant challenges and change as a result of the Covid -19
pandemic.
Following this ‘Find Your Anchor Friday’ was born and became an integral activity enabling us to
support our staff and students’ emotional wellbeing. If you haven’t already had a chance to see
the video of staff sharing their anchors, you can find it on this link.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18n7_LGFhkggYgYp7ADryrE-tnsRu0a-v/view?usp=sharing
Below is a snapshot of the amazing submissions from our students sharing with us what helps
keep them calm, happy and emotionally strong.

Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone, Assistant Principal
kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

Finn One thing
that keeps
me
anchored
are my pet
chickens.
They are so
funny.

Lexi - Painting time

I feel very
relaxed
watching
them
pecking
around.
This is my
chicken
Ping.

Cassius - Reading
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Molly - I like cooking

Alira drew a fabulous picture of
her anchors
Jackson’s dog Preston makes him
happy

Isac - Riding my horse
Jayden - Active outside

Joel- What I like to do to relax
is go for a bike ride

Oscar - Cooking

Darcy - Working on a puzzle

Finn - Building Lego
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Community News
The Somers Residents Association (SRA) is an incorporated, not-for-profit,
voluntary organisation. Our role is to liaise and lobby where necessary, with
representatives from the Mornington Peninsula Shire, Victorian State and
Federal Governments and relevant business leaders, on behalf of the community. Our
enthusiastic committee of 12 are currently focussing on Mobile Phone and Internet
connectivity at Somers, The Koala Corridor Project, and the Community Park Project.
Did you know the SRA provides all the dog poo bags available on Somers walking tracks
and is a sponsor of the Somers Primary School Artsfair?
The SRA works with you and for you at Somers. Membership is $10 per annum and is open
to full or part-time residents living within postcode 3927.
Information and details on joining the SRA are available on https://somers.org.au
or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/somersresidentsassociation

