Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 2 - Issue 1

Thursday 29th April, 2021.

Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
A huge thank you to all of our students, staff and volunteers that made our recent year
6 Canberra Camp a success. Our year 6 students spent five days touring Canberra,
visiting sites including Parliament House, the Australian War Memorial, the Australian
Institute of Sport, the Federal Court, National Gallery, the Museum of Australian
Democracy, Questacon, the Royal Australian Mint, the National Museum and
Australian Botanic Gardens. This camp had been postponed due to travel restrictions in 2020, and it was thanks to

the hard work and dedication of our staff and volunteers that it was able to go ahead for this cohort of students.
Thanks to Sandra Christie, Rebecca Crute, Kirsty Egglestone and our amazing parent volunteers (Tyron Stewart,
Shane Beggs, Karen Mack-Treverton, Erica Paterson and Megan Aitken) who all helped make this trip a success.
Anzac Day Commemorations
Our school community recognised Anzac Day 2021 with a number of
events. Earlier in the week, the Royal Australian Navy band came and
played for us, teaching students about the important songs and traditions
that are part of the Anzac Day service. David, Luke, Tracey and James are

all Somers parents, as well as being members of the RAN band, so it was a
great experience for us to have them share their amazing talents with us
here at school. The students thoroughly enjoyed this experience.
We were so proud to see School
Captains/Vice Captains Archie and Molly
given the chance to lay a wreath at the
Australian War Memorial whilst in
Canberra. This is an experience that I am certain they will never forget.

On Anzac Day, School Captains Archie and Mabel also laid a wreath at the Crib
Pint service, and I also laid a wreath at Anzac Park in Balnarring to pay our
respects to those in our community who have served. It is great to see how our
students demonstrated our school value of Respect during this important time.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Curriculum Day
A reminder that Monday 3rd of May is a Student-Free Day at school. Staff
will be working on understanding the content of our recent school review,
developing plans for classroom observation and feedback this term and
engaging in professional learning around Circle Time for developing

students’ emotional literacy and providing opportunities for student
voice.
Student Attitudes to School Survey
At Somers PS, we value student voice as a means to improving student
engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are conducting a
survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to
assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked
about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in
general.
Students from years 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any
way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier
that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept
anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This
ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School Survey will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 26 April to Friday
11 June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All survey
data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified.
Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
Results from this year’s survey will be communicated to the school community in our school newsletter later this
year.
Last year we used the survey results to plan our Horizons Program, as well as to measure the impact of our School
Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program, and other initiatives to improve teaching, learning and student
wellbeing and engagement.

Somers Primary School Newsletter

Principal’s Report continued...
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/
pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
Tutor Learning Initiative
This year our school has received additional funding to support students whose learning may have been negatively
impacted during COVID-19, and with this funding we have been able to employ additional teachers to support

students with more explicit teaching in literacy and numeracy. Currently around 40 students (about 15% of
students) are receiving additional targeted teaching each week in evidence based and research based Literacy and
Numeracy Programs. In Literacy, we have trained our tutors in the highly effective MacLit Program, and Belinda,
Lisa and Rikki are implementing this program with students each week. In numeracy, Liz Harrison has been working
with students to implement the Scaffolding Numeracy in the Middle Years Program to develop multiplicative
thinking. It is great to have this additional support for students who have demonstrated the need for some extra
help. Thanks to Clare Munro for her work in coordinating this program.
Runners Club

We are now able to resume our twice weekly Runners Club. For newer families who may not be familiar with this
extra-curricular activity, our Runners Club provides students with the opportunity to meet at 8:15 once or twice per
week to run laps of the running track. Students’ laps are recorded and recognition given at assembly when students
achieve milestones for kilometres travelled, including certificates, medals and trophies. This club needs the support
of families who can help record laps for students. If any parents are available one or two days per week from 8:15 –
8:45 to record laps. Please contact us here at school. We would love to get this program up and running again this
term.
Hugh Greer, Principal.

Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au
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Dear Families,

Assistant Principal’s Report

Welcome back to Term 2!
Canberra Camp
Our Grade 6’s had a busy start to Term 2 and spent last week in Canberra on
Camp. A big thank you to our Grade 6 teachers, Rebecca Crute and Sandra

Christie for their organisation and hard work to make this a great experience
for our students.

Circle Time - Student Voice and Agency Leaders
As previously communicated, our Student Voice and Agency Leaders are running Circle Time in classes every
fortnight. The aim of Circle Time is to provide a platform whereby students can communicate their understanding
of themselves as learners and to develop agency over their learning. The feedback teachers get from their students
plays a vital role in determining how we can best engage students in their learning.
This week, our SVA leaders will lead a discussion on the following:
Tell us about a time at school when you learnt something that really interested you. What did your teacher do to make
this interesting?
A learning focus of Monday’s curriculum day is for teachers to develop their understanding of Circle Time to ensure
a consistent approach is applied in every class.

Somers Primary School Newsletter

Assistant Principal’s Report continued

Horizons
One approach we take to ensure students feel they are learning things that interest them is through our Inspire
(Grade 3-6) and Horizons (P-2) programs.
Last week we held our first Horizons session for students in Grades Prep to 2. Students participated in either bike
safety, tennis, construction, Ninja warriors, MasterChef, yoga or landscaping activities. Over four sessions, students
will develop skills in these areas and work towards a final celebration in the last session.
Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant principal
kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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READING BUDDIES WANTED!
Would you, or someone you know, like to be a Reading
Buddy at Somers Primary School? We are looking for
volunteers with a current Working with Children Check to
commit to 30 minutes (9-9.30am) per week for the duration
of term 2. Being a Reading Buddy simply involves

spending half an hour to sit and listen to students read.
If this sounds like you, please contact the school via email somers.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call the
office on 5983 5546 to let us know your availability and contact details.

CANBERRA CAMP UPDATE
Our Year 6 students recently undertook, an education
tour of the national capital. Students were be given the

opportunity to participate in a variety of educational
programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture,
heritage and democracy. The Australian Government
recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part
of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion
the Australian Government is contributing funding of $45.00 per student under the Parliament
and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the

school upon completion of the excursion.

Year 6 to 2022 Year 7 Transition
Year 6 to 7 Transition booklets came home earlier this week to all Year 6
families. The last two pages need to be detached, completed and
returned to school no later than 14th May. Even non-government
school enrolments will need to have these returned.
details in section 1 will be completed by us here at school.

Student VSN
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KEY TERM CALENDAR DATES
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY: Parents can access assemblies by using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

MAY
Mon 3 May
Thurs 13 May
Tues 11 - Wed 19 May
Thurs 20 May
Tues 25 - Fri 28 May

Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day
2021 Arts Fair Meeting - Everyone Welcome! 5:30pm
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
District Cross Country
Year 5/6 Urban Camp

JUNE
Wed 2 June
Mon 7 June
Fri 11 June

Division Cross Country
Year 5/6 Author Incursion (note will be coming home soon)
Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Luca C, Ava O, Jackson W, Ollie J, Lenny F,
Jackson D, Jax B, Mia M, Sienna B, Benjamin W,
Sam H, Jude B, Claude Y, Chelsea G,
Sweeney R-F, Owen C, Arlo V, Max M, Harlan S
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