Somers Primary School
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Term 2 - Issue 3

Thursday 27th May, 2021.

Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

Thanks to our whole school community

for responding effectively to changes to COVID – 19 restrictions this week. We
will continue to keep our school community updated via ClassDojo as
restrictions change. A big thank-you to our Assistant Principal Kirsty
Egglestone, our 5/6 teachers Sandra Christie, Rebecca Crute and Jessica
Skinner and Jo Follett for supporting our year 5/6 students on Urban Camp this week. News so far from
camp is that all activities have been able to go ahead without a hitch, which is great news.
Please remember guidelines if you are visiting school:
•

Continue practising physical distancing and hand hygiene.

•

Please keep children home if they are unwell.

•

Face masks are mandatory inside for adults, unless they have a
lawful exemption. Teachers do not need to wear masks when
engaged in instruction

•

All visitors (including parents) on site for longer than 15 minutes
must scan the QR codes placed around the school to record their
visit. If you are visiting the classroom to volunteer, you must also
sign in and out at the office.

Traffic Around the School
Please focus on driving safely around the school, particularly during wet
afternoons. It is often busiest on wet days as students and their families are

rushing to cars, and it is important that all drivers follow road rules around our
school, including observing the 40km limit on Camp Hill Road. Also, please
remember to use the crossing! A number of parents have been spotted crossing
over Camp Hill Road lately in a hurry to get to cars. Please be a positive role
model for your child, and use the crossing. Carol will love to say hi to you!
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Principal’s Report continued...
Celebrating Reconciliation Week
Across the school, students have been learning about
Reconciliation Week which begins this week. Students
have been taking time out to reflect on the importance of
reconciliation to people across Australia. Thanks to

students in OSHC who created a great display in our
indigenous garden at the front of our school.

Assessing Your Child’s Learning
Teachers are engaged in lots of assessment at the
moment with students across the school. During
May, we collect evidence to evaluate your child’s
progress, and use this information to reflect on the

effect of teaching. For our Prep – 2 students, this
means one-on-one assessments with their teacher
in the areas of reading, maths and phonological
awareness. Gathering high-quality information
about what children can currently do to inform their ‘next steps’ of learning is important to ensure that
teaching is precise, and engaging for students at their point of need. At times, teachers in each team will
supervise more independent learning tasks to enable this one-on-one assessment to occur. This is an
important part of our explicit teaching approach.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Access to the School Office
As most families will be aware, we currently have some of our deck at the
front of the Administration Building closed as part of the deck is being
repaired. The Victorian School Building Authority have arranged for an
engineer’s report to determine the best course of action to ensure the deck is safe for our students,
visitors and staff, and I will keep our school community updated as more information comes to hand. In
the meantime, please access the office via the Staff Room.
Physical Activity and Movement at School
As part of our school’s work with Peninsula
Health on the Achievement Program, we are
currently developing a school policy on
recognising the importance of Physical Activity
and Movement. Across the school we have a
number of great initiatives to promote students engaging in physical activity and reducing sedentary
behaviour, including lunchtime activities, Runners Club
on Monday and Wednesday mornings before school, our
specialist PMP, PE and Sport programs and active breaks
throughout the day. Guidelines in this new policy include
promoting on average 60 minutes of rigorous physical
activities for school aged students daily.
Enrolment Forms for 2022
So far this year Kirsty and I have done a large numbers of school tours for 2022. Many of these families
have indicated they will be enrolling in Prep in 2022. To support our transition processes which we hope
to start soon, we encourage all families enrolling to submit
their enrolment forms as soon as possible.

Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au
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KEY TERM CALENDAR DATES
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY: Parents can access assemblies by using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

MAY
Fri 28 May
Mon 31 May

Student Free Day
Start of Remote Learning
ARTSFAIR MEETING 31 may @ 3:45PM (ONLINE WEBEX)
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.a

JUNE
Tues 1 - Thur 3 June
Wed 2 June
Mon 7 June
Fri 11 June

Remote Learning
*POSTPONED* Division Cross Country
Year 5/6 Author Incursion (note will be coming home soon)
Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day

Runner’s Club - Every Mon & Wed mornings 8:15m until 8:45am

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Noah B, Tucker S, Charlie Mc, Paige C,
Hamish M, Wade J, Toby M,
Barnaby R-F, Connor N
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COMMUNITY NEWS

