Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 2 - Issue 4

Thursday 10th June, 2021.

Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

Once again we have found ourselves

in a period of remote learning over the past fortnight, and it has been great to
see the level of engagement that our students have been demonstrating in
making sure they are attending classes regularly. We know that remote
learning can present difficulties for students and families, but continuing to
keep your child connected to their teacher and peers is so important.
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for
a great education begin with students attending school each and every day, whether that be online or at
school.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for
success in the later years of school. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student
misses puts them behind, and can affect
their educational outcomes. Each missed
day is associated with progressively lower
achievement in numeracy, writing and
reading.
Remember, if you are having trouble
keeping your child engaged and attending
regularly, please talk to your child’s
teacher, Kirsty or myself here at school
and we will help make adjustments to help
improve attendance for your child.
Return to School Onsite
Currently we are still anticipating a return to onsite schooling for all students this Friday 11 th June. A
reminder that our planned curriculum day for this day has been cancelled to ensure that students can
return onsite as soon as possible. A reminder to parents to keep onsite attendance to a minimum, and use
the QR-code tracing system when you attend onsite. DET will likely provide information to our school later
this week on guidelines for parents and visitors onsite – keep an eye on Class Dojo for the latest
information.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Arts Fair 2021
Our awesome Arts Fair Committee has started planning our Arts Fair for 2021,
which will be held on Sunday October 24. Please see attached information in
the newsletter about some roles we still need to fill. Please remember that
without the support of our families, such an awesome event, that does so much
for our students and their community, simply cannot take place. All of these
roles have people to help and support you, so if you were considering
volunteering, I would strongly encourage you to have a go!
Student Reports
Staff are currently busy writing students’ progress reports
for Semester 1 2021. Working remotely has made this
process a little more challenging, but thankfully much of the
evidence that teachers collect to make accurate judgements
about your child’s progress against the Victorian Curriculum
Standards has been collected prior to our period of remote
learning.
Your child will bring home a hard copy of their report on Friday 25th June (the last day of Term 2). This
report will include information on:
•

•

what your child has learnt and the progress they have made this semester
• their behaviour and effort in semester 1
• their progress against their personalised goals (for students with additional needs
who have an individual learning plan)
• their ‘next steps’ of learning
• what the school will do to support your child to achieve their next steps
what you can do at home to help.

As always, we remind families to focus on celebrating your child’s progress and helping them to think
about their ‘next steps’ of learning.
Learning Progress Conferences between teachers, families and students will take place on Wednesday
21st July (week 2 of term 3). This will be a great chance to talk to your child’s teacher about their learning
progress and how to help them achieve their goals in Semester 2.

Snow Camp
Recent increases in COVID-19 transmission and associated restrictions have
meant that all school camps are currently not able to proceed. We are
considering whether or not our planned Snow Camp at the start of August
can go ahead, and will make a call on this during the last week of term 2.
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Principal’s Report continued...

Physical Activity During Remote Learning
When children participate in regular physical activity, it boosts their physical and mental health and
improves academic performance. Physical activity throughout the day also improves concentration, and
the ability to retain information and solve problems. There are many benefits to being active and getting
moving, but a lot of children aren’t moving enough, particularly while learning from home.
15 minutes 4 times a day is all it takes!

To help support your children to stay active while learning from
home, families can access a range of free COVIDSafe ideas to
stay active and games through Get Active Victoria.

Hugh Greer

Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

JUST A REMINDER: Enrolment Forms for 2022
So far this year Kirsty and I have done a large numbers of school tours
for 2022. Many of these families have indicated they will be enrolling in
Prep in 2022. To support our transition processes which we hope to
start soon, we encourage all families enrolling to submit their
enrolment forms as soon as possible.
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,
Grade 5/6 Urban Camp
A few weeks ago I had the pleasure of attending this year’s Grade 5/6 Urban Camp. We
managed to have almost 3 days in the city experiencing a number of great sights and
activities before having to return home early due to the announcement of the state-wide
lockdown. I’d like to commend our students on their engagement and enthusiasm during
camp. Our staff had feedback from a number of venues stating how polite, engaged, well
behaved and friendly our students were. One venue even said we were the best school group they had ever seen!
Not only were our students great ambassadors for our school, they took the news that we had to cut short the camp
in their stride which enabled us to be able to get back to camp, pack up and get on the bus to come home in a short
period of time. A big thank you to our staff Sandra Christie,
Jessica Skinner, Rebecca Crute and Jo Follett for ensuring
the camp was a success. Thank you also to our parent
helpers John Bruynen, Helen Smedley, Travis Williams,
Karen Mack and Ben Peterson for taking time away from
their work and other commitments and helping to make the
camp a great experience for all our students.
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Resources to Support Families
Even though this period of remote learning is almost over I’d like to remind families of the resources available to
assist parents with supporting their child through the many changes endured as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic.
The links below contain a wealth of information from how to talk to your child about Covid-19 to managing routines
and supporting your own and others’ mental health.
Talking to your child about COVID-19 | Coronavirus Victoria
Parentline - DHHS Services (dffh.vic.gov.au)
Supporting children during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic - Emerging Minds
I’m really looking forward to seeing our students back at school on
Friday.
Kind Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone, Assistant principal
kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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Somers Arts Fair 2021
The Arts Fair Committee has begun planning for the 2021
Somers Primary School Arts Fair!
There has been a wonderful response from parents this year,
and the SAF committee are pleased to have so many new
families put their hands up to help!
There are still some important roles that need to be filled, to ensure that event’s success. Please find below a brief rundown of
each of these roles. Remember, no previous experience is required! All you need is some spare time and a willingness to give it a
go.
Art Coordinator
• Coordinate art exhibition and workshops, with the support of the Art team
• Coordinate marketing, signage and sponsorship related to exhibition
• Liaise with Totem coordinator to assist with auction and sales
• Coordinate art information for the catalogue
Gallery 247 & Art Team
• Assist with art exhibition, including the selection of art submissions via Gallery 247, communication with artists
• Help to coordinate the delivery and collection of artworks
• Contribute to social media information relating to artworks and artists
• Assist in the lead up to, and the day of, the Arts Fair, including exhibition set up, sales, collection and pack up
Exhibition Coordinator
• Coordinate and organise art gallery exhibition in conjunction with art team members
• Liaise with art team and parent helpers to design and assemble gallery space including layout and positioning of
art boards, art works, displays and sculptures

Student Art Competition Coordinator
• Around a month prior to the arts fair update or write up a flyer advertising the art competition
• Coordinate the hanging of children’s art in the days prior to the Arts Fair
• Ensure prizes and art are collected by the children on the day or after the Arts Fair

Launch Party Team
In 2019 we had our first ever Launch Party, which was a great success and proved to be a really fun night the adults of
the school community to get together and have fun
• Launch party crew will be working closely with Pete Smedley. Assisting with organising entertainment, venue,
catering, decoration and clean up
Totem Coordinator
• Contact previous artists and seek new artists
• Liaise with Woody’s Saw Mill (who has kindly supplied the cypress posts in the past) and arrange to have the
cypress poles delivered to our donating artists.
• Keep in touch with artist and collect photos for use on social media
• Alongside Art coordinator organise an auction list, descriptions of the totems (often written by the artist) for the auction.
• Work with the committee to source a crane truck to move the totems into position at the school, with the assistance of people
we will roster on.
• Organise for the totems to be paid for after the auction and arrange delivery at the end of the Arts Fair
Please remember that each of these roles have been done in the past by mum’s and dad’s of our school
community— - don’t hesitate to reach out for more information.
Thank you,

Kaitlyn O’Gorman ( email: Kaitlyn.ogorman@gmail.com )
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KEY TERM CALENDAR DATES
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY: Parents can access assemblies by using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

JUNE
Fri 11 June
Tues 22 June
Fri 25 June

Students return to onsite learning! *HOORAY*
Peninsula Division Cross Country @ Hastings Foreshore
Last day of Term 2

Sat 26/06 - Sun 11/07

SCHOOL HOILDAYS

JULY
Mon 12 July

Term 3 Begins

AUGUST
Sun 01 Aug

Snow Camp departure ( subject to DET confirmation)

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Ethan B, Sophie T, Finn Q, Holly R,
Jay H, Josh Mc, Maya L, Izzy P,
Sam B & Brodie S
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COMMUNITY NEWS

