Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 2 - Issue 2

Dear Families,

Thursday 13th May, 2021.

Principal’s Report

Well done to all of our year 3 and 5 students who are participating in NAPLAN assessments this
week and next week. It has been great to see students approaching these assessments with such
confidence, and watching our Year 3 and 5 students writing this week has demonstrated that the
precise and engaging explicit teaching of writing continues to have a positive impact on students’
progress. Our school uses a consistent diagnostic assessment task to identify strengths and areas
for improvement for each child’s writing, and teachers engage students in understanding their learning goals with
individual conferencing using this tool.
NAPLAN assessments can sound scary for some students, but our approach of encouraging students to do their best
without putting too much pressure on them, has helped, with some students reporting that they were nervous before
they began, but once they got started they were fine.
NAPLAN assessments have improved significantly over the years, and now with online delivery, most of the
assessments are adaptive, which means that students are answering more questions at an appropriate level of
challenge.
As a school that uses evidence to drive improvement, feedback from the NAPLAN assessments is valuable for us to
determine areas that we are excelling in, and areas that we need to continue to improve.
Arts Fair 2021 – Meeting Monday 17th May
Our school council met this week, and we all agreed that we would love to be able
to hold our Arts Fair this year in October. The annual Somers Arts Fair not only
raises much needed funds for our school, but but also brings our community
together and helps us all stay connected.
Previous Arts Fair funds have been used to enhance our school facilities, including
our school oval, rebound wall, Multipurpose Room upgrade, Play Pod and additional
play ground.
All parents are invited to a meeting in the Art Room on Monday 17 th May at 3:00pm to come and start planning
for this year’s Arts Fair.
Planning the Arts Fair is a big job, and if we want the 2021 Arts Fair to go ahead, we need as many parents as possible
getting involved and taking an active interest in planning this big event. Given the context of COVID, there will
obviously be challenges and changes to this year’s fair that must be considered, to manage risks and ensure that the
Arts Fair is a success. We have a great parent community at Somers Primary School, and we need the support of all
families! The Arts Fair Committee is really keen to attract families who have not been involved in the Arts Fair
organisation before to become involved, and we would really love to see some of our Prep and Year One families
coming along to the meeting Monday.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Supporting Students in Years 5 and 6
A number of parents have asked lately how we are
supporting students in our year 5 and 6 area. In 2021, we had
a smaller intake of Prep students, and our overall enrolments
dropped to around 260 students. In order to maintain highquality, specialist teacher programs in Sport, PE, Visual Arts,
Performing Arts, Indonesian and Science, as well as ensuring
we have adequate student wellbeing support outside the
classroom, coordinated by our Assistant Principal, our year
5/6 class sizes are larger than we would normally have.
This was a difficult decision in preparing for 2021. Our focus is ensuring that we have the capacity to teach all
students at their point of need, as well as ensuring an orderly environment conducive to effective learning. We are
implementing a number of initiatives this year to ensure that students can learn effectively in these larger classes,
including:








Our specialist teachers working in these classrooms on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to lower teacherstudent ratios during targeted explicit teaching sessions, where students are working at their point of need
7 different groups of year 5 and 6 students working in groups of no more than three students to one teacher in
the Tutor Learning Initiative over multiple sessions per week, providing additional intensive support and
lowering ratios for students in the classroom
Recently we have employed an additional staff member, Lisa Panuccio, who will commence working one
morning per week in our 5/6 team. Lisa is currently working as a Tutor with some of our 5/6 students, and will
be assisting in lowering ratios in Maths sessions
Tamara Kelly running small groups fortnightly on Monday afternoons focused on the explicit teaching of
interpersonal skills with some of our Year 5/6 students
In addition to the Integration Aide support provided by Karen Dueringe, Jo Follett, Amy Jessup, Lianne Reedyk
and Vanessa Lothian, for students with additional needs, we have also increased Amy’s time in the BER building
to support teachers with administrative tasks, and free-up more time for teaching.

Speaking to some of our students, I have had feedback that students do feel like they are receiving enough one-onone time and attention from their teacher, however at times it can be noisy in the BER. Students have also
commented that they would prefer more time in their class group, in their own room, rather than as a whole group
in the shared space in the middle of this building. We are listening to this feedback, and currently working to make
some changes to ensure all students are feeling happy and making great progress at school. We are also looking
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Principal’s Report continued...
forward to having assessment data next week from our recent PAT Reading and Maths Assessments to track
growth so far this year. This will help us evaluate the impact of our teaching.
If you have concerns, or would like to talk to me further about this, please get in contact.
Homework
Recently our School Council reviewed and approved our school’s homework policy. Guidelines from this policy
include:




Home tasks will mainly consist of daily reading to, with, or by parents/carers, and practising spelling. They may
also complete simple numeracy tasks as directed by their teacher. In years 3-6, teachers may also set projects over
a period of weeks, but these will not be in addition to other tasks set.
In Prep – Year 2, homework will tasks should total around 15 minutes per day. In years 3 – 4, tasks should total
around 20 minutes per day, and in years 5 - 6, home tasks should total around 30 minutes per day.

Responsibilities and expectations for parents/carers are:
 Ensuring there is a balance between the time spent on homework and recreational, family and cultural
activities
 talking to teachers about any concerns they have about the homework
 discussing homework with their child in their first language, if English is not the main language spoken at home
in dialogue, linking homework to:
I. previous experiences the child and/or parent/carer may have had
II. family culture(s), history(ies) and language(s)
III. relevant services, clubs, associations and community
IV. ensuring there is a quiet study area for their child to complete homework.
If parents/carers are concerned their child may not understand the homework tasks that have been set or is
spending a long period of time completing their homework, we encourage parents/carers to speak to their child’s
teacher.
Traffic
A number of concerned parents and our amazing Crossing Supervisor Carol
have spoken to me recently concerned about traffic on Camp Hill Road and
Charles Court. Some reminders to help keep our children safe:








Please drive slowly around our school, particularly in Charles Court!
Right turns out of the Kiss-and-Go Drive-Through on Camp Hill Road are
illegal – there is an unbroken centre line there due to the close proximity
of the crossing
Please avoid double parking on Camp Hill Road
Please avoid blocking the disabled park at the front of the school
Please do not drop children off outside the Kiss-and-Go Drive-Through
Remember to always use the crossing on Camp Hill Road
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Urban Camp
Good luck to our Year 5 and 6 students who are heading off to Urban Camp between 25 th and 28th of May. We hope
you have a great time!
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Dear Families,

Assistant Principal’s Report

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
For the two years, our Student Engagement & Wellbeing team have been working hard to set the foundation for
implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWBPS) at Somers Primary School. SWPBS is a wholeschool framework which provides school professionals with an approach to promote improved behaviour in schools.
In particular, SWPBS is about:





Embedding a proactive approach to defining, teaching and supporting appropriate student behaviour to foster
positive learning environments
Establishing a consistent approach to addressing behaviours of concern and creating and maintaining school
wide, classroom and individual systems of support
Building effective environments in which positive behaviour is more effective than behaviour of concern so that
academic success can be achieved
Consistent approach to recognising and reinforcing appropriate behaviour

One aspect of implementing this framework is to have our processes clearly defined for staff and our wider school
community. I’m pleased to be able to say that, after a significant amount of work, we have finalised the Somers
Primary School Behaviour Guidelines document. Families are able to access the guidelines via the link below. If you
would like a hard copy, please contact me at the school and I can organise one to be sent home.
As always, if you have any questions or would like to provide feedback, please do not hesitate to contact me at the
school.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S2tjw9bp0TTJG2FgaPKlXVgQIRmMTf4p/view?usp=sharing
Inspire
Today we held our final Inspire
session for students in Grade 3 to 6.
Our final session is a celebration of
the learning the students have
engaged in over the 5 sessions. A big
thank you to Mrs Mills, Mrs Pilgrim,
Ms Aitken, Mrs Skinner, Mrs Christie,
Ms Crute, Mr J and Mr Greer for their
work throughout the program.

My Garden group unveiled the new fairy garden they designed and created
to PA and P/1B.
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued

Ms Crute’s Stop motion/Claymation group presented their work to
special guests and then held a viewing the students’ films.

Ms Aitken’s group created tie dye patterns in clothing,

Mrs Christie’s MasterChef group made rice paper rolls.

Mrs Mill’s Painting group created rock art with special guest Kylie.

Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant principal
kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

Year 6 to 2022 Year 7 Transition
Year 6 to 7 Transition booklets came home earlier to all Year 6 families. The last two pages need to be detached,
completed and returned to school no later than 14th May. Even non-government school enrolments will need to
have these returned. Student VSN details in section 1 will be completed by us here at school.
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KEY TERM CALENDAR DATES
Whole School Assembly: Parents can access assemblies by using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

MAY
Fri 14 May
Mon 17 May
Tues 11 - Wed 19 May
Thurs 20 May
Tues 25 - Fri 28 May

Year 6 - Year 7 2022 Transition forms DUE today.
2021 Arts Fair Meeting - Everyone Welcome! 3pm ARTROOM
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN
District Cross Country
Year 5/6 Urban Camp

JUNE
Wed 2 June
Mon 7 June
Fri 11 June

Division Cross Country
Year 5/6 Author Incursion (note will be coming home soon)
Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Ned H, Belle H, Agnes D, Cooper G,
Quinnah H, Ollie D, Georgie D, Jamie E,
Finn J, Bella H-B & Zoe N
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