Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 1 - Issue 4

Thursday 18th March, 2021.

Principal’s Report

Dear Families,

This week our school review process was completed, with our review panel meeting on
Monday to reflect on the evidence of the school’s performance collected last week. Our
school reviewer Bob Stephens, Senior Education Improvement Leader Leonie King, School
Council President Pippa Howes and Challenge Partner Meg Dallas spent Tuesday and
Wednesday of last week talking to most members of staff, students, observing classes,
analysing curriculum planning documents and conducting parent focus groups to gather
evidence related to the review terms of reference.
The panel gave some excellent, positive feedback about our school’s current position. In particular, they recognised
the strong relationships that exist in the school between leadership, staff, students and families. Against key
measures of school climate, including parent, student and staff surveys, our school outperformed the state means in
2020, and also that of schools with similar size and demographics:

Our School

State

Parent opinion survey – general satisfaction

86.4%

81.2%

Student survey – school connectedness

83.8%

81%

School staff survey – school climate

81.2%

77.8%

The panel also recommended some
directions for improvement for our next four
-year strategic plan, including:
•

•
•

•

•

A
continued
focus
on
the
implementation of our whole-school
high-impact Somers PS Explicit
Teaching Model in literacy and
numeracy
Building a whole school approach to
curriculum differentiation
A focus on student voice and agency to
ensure students are more aware of their
own learning progress and goals
Reviewing key curriculum documents
with a focus on consistent planning and
documentation approaches
Continuing our focus on providing a
range of wellbeing supports and
promoting positive behaviour
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Principal’s Report continued...
Overall, the school review was a great exercise that both recognised the school’s current strengths and areas for
further improvement. Our reviewer recognised that Somers Primary School is a great school, and our ethos of
continuous improvement to provide the best possible learning environment for our students means that we will
continue to improve over the next four years.
A huge thank-you to all of the parents that participated in the focus groups, as well as our School Council President
Pippa Howes for her participation throughout the review. Pippa is stepping down from the position of School
Council President this year, and a new School Council President will be elected at our Annual General Meeting on
the 30th April.
Thank-you to Pippa for her work in this role over the last three years – you will be missed in this role!
I would also like to recognise Kaitlyn O’Gorman who will not be returning to school council in 2021. Kaitlyn has been
a committed school councillor for the past few years, and we appreciate her hard work and dedication to this role. I
would like to welcome Jen McKeachie to our school council, and also our returning councillors Nikki Holmes, Karen
Mack-Treverton and Pippa Howes.

Year 6 Canberra Camp
Last year our Year 5/6 camp to Canberra was postponed due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, and we are happy to
announce that this camp can take place for our year six students. Camp is scheduled for the first week in term 2, and
current advice from DET is that interstate camps can occur. We have updated our risk assessment to reflect current
conditions, and this has been approved by our school council. During their time in Canberra, should circumstances
change, our students will be transported back home promptly. We are hoping all students attending have a great
time on what has been a long-anticipated camp.
NAPLAN Assessments
The National Assessment Plan – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessments will take place for year three and
five students between 11th and 17th of May, 2021, with additional days to allow students to catch up should they miss
any assessments due to absence. Please contact me or your child’s teacher if you would like to discuss your child’s
NAPLAN participation. All students are expected to take part in this assessment, and the information gathered
provides important evidence for families about your child’s performance, as well as feedback for our school on the
impact of our teaching programs. Students will participate in most assessments online, and all students
participating will have opportunities to become familiar with the online platform before this time.
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Principal’s Report continued...
End of Term Arrangements
Due to the Good Friday holiday, our final day of term is Thursday 1 st April (which is also school photo day). A brief
assembly will be held via WebEx at 2:00 to present awards to celebrate learning progress and achievement in term
1, and students will be dismissed at 2:30.
Term 2 commences on Monday 19th April, with our year 6 students heading to Canberra Camp on that day.
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Dear Families,

Assistant Principal’s Report

Student Voice and Agency Leaders
This year we developed new Student Voice and Agency leadership role positions for our Grade 6 students. Our
Student Voice and Agency Leaders will play an integral part in helping our school build a culture where teachers and
students work together, student voice is heard and respected, and strategies are implemented to engage students
as strong agents in their own learning.
SVA leaders and our School and Vice Captains will spending time in classes each fortnight facilitating Circle Time
sessions. These sessions will focus on students being able to discuss, provide feedback and make decisions about
their learning, social and emotional wellbeing and engagement at school.

Our Student Voice and Agency Leaders,
School and Vice Captains
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued
This week they had their first visit to the class they are working with throughout the year. The aim of the first
session was to introduce themselves, introduce the Circle Time norms and play games to get to know each other.
Jack and Chloe are introducing
themselves to 1/2A.

Maddie and Ruby are introducing Circle
Time norms to 1/2B.

Banjo and Max are running a
team building activity in 4A.

Lachlan and Drew running circle time in 5A.

Inspire
Inspire is back for our Grade 3 to 6 students! The Inspire program aims to empower students through building
student voice and agency in learning. Through this program we aim for students to be empowered to take greater
ownership of their own learning, make purposeful contributions to their learning environment and wider
community, and tackle issues that arise in the world around them.
We also aim to change student perception so that students feel they are learning things that interest them. The
activities available were developed from direct input from the students about things they were interested in or
wanted to learn about. Our learning intentions are to develop students’ resilience, social skills, problem solving, and
collaborative skills.
This week students have just participated in their second Inspire Program session with three more sessions planned
for this term and into term 2.
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued

The Garden Group have been planting, tidying up
existing garden beds, creating garden art and sampling
produce grown in the garden.

Mrs Christie’s MasterChef group have made homemade
pizza’s and cheesy scones.

Ms. Crute’s group is busy creating Claymation and Stop Motion videos.

Dolphin Swim
Each year, our Environment Captains take part in the ‘I sea, I care’ Dolphin Research Institute Ambassador Program.
As part of that program the Environment Captains had the opportunity earlier this week to swim/snorkel with the
dolphins and seals via Moonraker Dolphin Swims. We had an amazing day and were very lucky to have fabulous
weather. A big thank you to Sandra Christie for her organisation in enabling our students to attend!

Kind Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone

Assistant Principal
Kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
Parents can access assemblies by using this link:
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au

Thurs 25 March
Weds 31 March
Thurs 1 April

Summer Lightning Prems (Year 5/6 Students)
Inspire Program
School Photo Day
Final day of Term 1
End of Term Assembly 2:00pm - via Webex
Early Dismissal Time for students - 2:30pm

Mon 19 April

Term 2 Commences
Canberra Camp

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Sam L, Elise R, Davi B, Finlee K,
Harper D, Adam C, Grace V,
Indiana B, Indi H & Lyda P
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