Somers Primary School
SPS Newsletter
Term 1 - Issue 5

Thursday 1st April, 2021.

Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Thank you to all of our staff, students and families for a positive term one. This term we have
accomplished many school improvement goals, including:









Our school review, with recommendations that will support our school to develop over
the next four-year strategic plan
Landscaping around the front of the school
A new natural playground
Professional learning for staff around the consistent implementation of our Somers Explicit Teaching model
Introduction of the Tutor Learning Initiative
A broadened Multisensory Structured language Intervention program
Opportunities for student voice and agency in learning at school, including new leadership positions and the
Inspire Program
Continued improvements to our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support systems

Thank you to all of our hard-working staff for their continued dedication to ensuring that our students are happy,
engaged and making great progress at school.
Student Leadership Workshop
On Monday 29th March our year six students took part in a
Leadership Workshop. A goal for this year was to ensure that
students were being supported to develop the skills necessary to be
effective leaders. We invited the School Captains of some of our local
secondary colleges to come and present to our year six students on
what they do as leaders in their school, the skills they need to be a
leader, how they develop those skills, how they came to be leaders
and how they represent their peers to improve their school.
At the end of the session, all of the students shared morning tea
together. Some of our year six students wrote about their workshop:
On Monday the 29th of March, School Captains and Vice Captains from
different high schools came to our school. They were Dromana College,
Western Port Secondary and Padua. When they got here, they started
to tell us about how we could become a leader in high school. They said
if you want to get a role you need to be confident, respectful, good at
speaking in public and always work as a team. Skills you also need are
always being your personal best and getting involved. I learned lots
about being a good leader. – Elsha
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Principal’s Report continued...
Today, Western Port, Dromana and Padua
Secondary Colleges came to Somers
Primary School. They taught us how to
improve in our leadership roles. Each school
made a presentation for the Grade 6s to
watch. It was about how they became
leaders and improved their school. As
everyone listened, they jotted down notes.
At the end of the presentation, everyone
got up and had morning tea. We had a
prima, an apple and a cookie. Then we said
goodbye to the visitors. – Grace and Bella
Thanks to Padua, Dromana College and Western Port Secondary College for supporting this day. The year 12
students were excellent role models for our year six students.
Curriculum Days Next Term
Next term there are two student-free days for our students. On Monday 3rd May staff will be reflecting on the results
of our school review, and preparing for classroom observation and feedback in term 2. On Friday 11 th June, staff will
be involved in assisting with the development of our new strategic plan.
Arts Fair 2021
At school council this week we discussed whether or not our Annual Arts Fair could be run given current
restriction levels, and what we currently know about the COVID situation in our community. It is difficult to
predict where things will sit in October, and the Arts Fair organisation generally takes months. Our aim is to have an
Arts Fair in 2021, but it may look different. Parents and interested community members are invited to a meeting of
the Arts Fair committee on Thursday 13 May at 5:30pm in the school staff room to help start planning for our 2021
Arts Fair. We are really encouraging past members to attend to share the knowledge they have developed over the
past few years, and we would love newer parents (particularly our Prep and Year One families) to get involved in this
group. Our school is committed to asking parents to contribute to our Annual Arts fair as our primary form of
fundraising throughout the year, so we hope to see all families
involved in 2021.
Reporting Survey
Thanks to all of the parents who completed the reporting survey
this term. The feedback showed that parents wanted more
regular feedback about their child’s learning progress in key areas
including English and maths, as well as their child’s effort with
their learning. We are currently working on an approach to
providing parents with more regular feedback, and we will be
showing this to parents next term.
In 2021, in response to feedback from parents in remote learning,
we are asking all staff to list weekly learning intentions on Class
Dojo so you are aware of what your child is learning each week.
Keep an eye out for these, and ask your child how they are going
with their learning progress in these areas.
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Revised NAPLAN Assessment Schedule
To avoid a potential clash with our District Cross Country, our Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN assessments will take place
between 11th May and 19th May. This is a slightly longer timeframe than previously communicated. Students who
miss assessments due to absence will be supported to catch up on missed assessments over subsequent days.
End of Term Arrangements
A reminder that our final day of term is Thursday 1st April (which is also school photo day). A brief assembly will
be held via WebEx (https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.a) at 2:00 to present awards to celebrate
learning progress and achievement in term 1, and students will be dismissed at 2:30.
Term 2 commences on Monday 19th April, with our year 6 students heading to Canberra Camp on that day.
Have a great Easter break with your family, and we look forward to seeing you for an exciting and positive Term 2.
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
Email: hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
The period of stage 4 lock down and remote learning due to COVID-19 last year created opportunities for many to
experience new technology and utilise different ways to stay in touch with family and friends. While we were
engaging in different communication platforms to keep in touch with one another, this also possibly presented
significant challenges for children with greater access and use of technology. Unfortunately, cyberbullying can be
prevalent among a number of social media platforms and online gaming. Below is some information for families
around cyber bulling.
What is ‘cyberbullying’?
Cyberbullying is when someone is repeatedly mean, nasty, horrible, harassing and/or threatening towards another
person using any form of digital technology, including social media, mobile phones or online games.
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Cyberbullying is pervasive and relentless in that the bully can 'follow' their victim home and into their house. This
means that it can continue 24/7. Cyberbullying can be particularly harmful as it is often very public. Usually, many
people can see what is written or posted. Once something is published online, it is difficult if not impossible to
remove all traces of it.

Forms of cyberbullying


Sending nasty texts, posts, instant messages, pictures and/or emails. It can also be a humiliating video.



Repeated prank phone calls.



Setting up a fake account in someone else's name and using that to bully and harass.



Using a person's password to access their account and then pretending to be them.



Forwarding others' private emails, messages, pictures or videos without permission.



Posting mean or nasty comments online.



Sending and/or forwarding sexually explicit images.



Intentionally excluding others from an online group or chat.

Signs your child may be being cyberbullied


Change in mood, demeanour or behaviour: for example being upset, angry, teary or rebellious when not
previously.



Sudden change in friendship groups.



Spending more time with family instead of friends: adolescence is generally a time where friends become very
important and parents less so.



Not engaging in learning: often students who are being bullied show a distinct change in application to studies
and a lowering of school results.



Not wanting to go to places: a dramatic change in enthusiasm for going to school or sport— this can manifest
as non-specific illness (headaches, stomach-aches, generally 'feeling sick').



Distinct change in online behaviours: being 'jumpy' when text messages arrive, not leaving their phone alone,
wanting to be online all the time, or never wanting to be online.

What can you do if your child is cyberbullied?
Praise them for talking about it
This is a big step as many young people may be frightened to tell a parent about cyberbullying. Even if you don't
really understand, let them know that you will help them.

Do not respond to the bullying
It is important not to respond to the abuse. This is usually what the bully wants, so ignore them. It is natural in many
cases to want to 'fight back' but responding with abuse or a threat may get your child into trouble as well.
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Inform your child’s school
It is important that the school knows what is going on so they can provide support and monitor any issues that may
spill onto the playground or classroom. If the bully is a student from the same school, the school will work through
the situation as they would with any other bullying behaviours reported to them.

Save and store the content
Keep copies of all the abusive communications. Take a screen shot or print out for evidence— ask your child for help
to do this if necessary.

Help your child to block and delete the bully from all contact lists
Most social networking sites allow the user to control who has the ability to communicate with them. Many people
feel 'mean' blocking another person, even if that person has already been mean to them—you may want to sit and
support your child as they do this.

Use the ‘report abuse’ button
Most social networking sites have a method to let the site administrators know that a particular user is behaving
unacceptably. Never hesitate to report abuse to the site—they must act.

Have some ‘down time’ without technology
It is important for both mental and physical health that your child's life is balanced—so they are not constantly
'online' or spending hours on a mobile phone. This should not be used as punishment, rather as some peaceful time
where they are not being bothered.

Use parental controls and restrictions to help manage
Use the parental controls and restrictions on the device to limit or prevent contact, for example, blocking a phone
number. Third party apps can also be used. If you need to change a number due to abuse, contact your phone
company.

The office of eSafety Commissioner
Serious cyberbullying involving an Australian citizen under the age of 18 years can be reported to the eSafety
Commissioner. To learn more, visit www.esafety.gov.au
Information for parents about cyber safety can be found on the link below.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
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Wishing you all a great Easter and holiday break and looking forward to seeing you all in Term 2.

Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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KEY TERM CALENDAR DATES
Whole School Assembly: Parents can access assemblies by using this link:

Thurs 1 April

School Photo Day
Last day of school for Term 1
Brief End of Term Assembly 2:00pm - via Webex link above
Early Dismissal Time for students - 2:30pm

Mon 19 April
Mon 3 May
Thurs 13 May

Term 2 Commences
Canberra Camp
Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day
2021 Arts Fair Meeting - Everyone Welcome! 5:30pm

Tues 11 - Wed 19 May

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN

Fri 11 June

Curriculum Day - No school for students on this day

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:

Lucinda Mc, Charlie B, Archie A,
Dane E, Sebastian B, Zahlia W,
Willow R, Beau M & Maxwell W.
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Crib Point Community Market
Saturday, April 10th
9am to 1pm
INDOOR & OUTDOOR STALLS
Gifts for Mother’s Day!



Jewellery, cards, bags, craft, bric-a-brac, candles, eggs,
fretwork gifts, soaps, plants, Devonshire Teas, coffee and
lots more.



Cribby Koala Treasure Hunt

Proceeds go to the Crib Point Community House and
community programs
Location: Crib Point Community House, 7 Park Rd, Crib Point

Email: market@cpch.org.au Ph: 59839888
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