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Dear Families, 

Firstly, I wish to extend a huge thank-you to all students, staff and families for their resilience 

and dedication to our school value of Learning over the last week. The prospect of another 

period of remote learning can be daunting for all of us, and it has been so great to see such 

high attendance figures over the period of remote learning this week. Our teachers did an 

amazing job transitioning their 

classes to online over the weekend 

after Stage 4 restrictions were 

communicated when they were engaged in Meet The 

Teacher Interviews until late Friday evening.  As I am writing 

this, there has not been an announcement, so we are hopeful 

that students are back at school when this edition of the 

newsletter is getting to you! I will provide additional 

information and guidance for families over the coming days 

on changes to school operations if they are brought into 

effect based on advice from DHHS and DET. Thanks for being 

flexible and keeping an eye on Class Dojo – please contact 

your child’s teacher or us here at school for further 

information, advice or support.  

Overall it has been a great start to the new year at school, 

and there are many exciting things happening around the 

school to ensure that we continue to provide the best 

possible school experience for the children in our community. 

It has been amazing to see how well our preps have settled 

into their first few weeks, and also great to see our new year 

6 leaders who received their badges at assembly last week.  

Thanks to all of the families that attended Meet the Teacher 

Interviews last week. This is a great opportunity for us to 

meet with you and find out more information that will help us 

meet your child’s needs, as well as establish a positive 

relationship between teachers and families – a key factor in supporting your child’s success at school.  

Also a big thanks to Luke Jenkins, along with staff and volunteers, for holding our school swimming carnival last 

week. Well done to all students who participated – it’s great to see you engaging in school activities. \ 

 

School Council – Call for Nominations 

Somers Primary School Council is a group of parents and staff who make decisions that set the direction of the 

school. They help create and check the school’s budget, contribute to the school’s strategic plan and make decisions 

on policies for the school. Our school council has 12 members, and 8 of these members are parents.  

Being a school council member means taking part in shaping the future of the school.  

Principal’s Report  



 

This is particularly important this year as we develop our School Strategic Plan for the next four years. You will need 

to attend meetings and may need to develop new skills, but there are no special pre-requisite skills. School 

councillors are elected for a period of two years.  

We are currently holding elections for 4 parent positions on school council. To nominate, please call in at the school 

office to collect a nomination form, or request via email to me, and return to school by the 26th of February.  

 

Helping your child develop Organisation Skills  

Teachers have been busy teaching children organisation skills as they set up class routines this year. Across the 

school, each class has developed routines for recording reading at home¸ as well as their process for using satchels 

and take home pouches to make sure notices make it back and forth from home. In addition, across the school 

students are learning their school routines through the use of visual schedules and timetables to help them plan 

ahead in a developmentally appropriate way. Getting these routines right at the start of the year ensures an orderly 

learning environment that helps your child feel safe and secure, and ready for learning.  

 

Home and School Partnerships for Learning Team 

This year our school has established a new strategic team to help lead the work on our goal of supporting families to 

engage in their child’s learning. Last year’s Parent Opinion Survey results showed that 33% of parents responded 

neutrally or negatively to the statement, “My teacher communicates often enough about my child’s progress”. This 

team will work on developing an approach to communicating learning progress that meets the needs of parents and 

is efficient and effective for school staff. An online survey will go out to families soon to get their feedback to help 

inform this work, and we encourage all families to complete this survey. Members of this team are also currently 

researching best practice in this area. We look forward to sharing this work with families and students this year.  
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Accident Insurance at School 

Please be aware that Somers Primary School does not have school-wide accident insurance coverage for students. 

Parents/carers of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for paying the cost of 

medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any 

other transport costs. Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers. 

In addition, the Department of Education and Training does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 

schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

 

Privacy Statement 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website https://
somersps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Schools-Privacy-Policy-English.pdf. 
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  
 

Regards,  

 

 

Hugh Greer 

Principal 

Email:  hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Ready 2 Learn  

We regularly use the term ‘ready to learn’ at school. This 

refers to students overall emotional wellbeing and their 

ability to be in a positive frame of mind to be able to learn in 

the classroom.  

There are many reasons why students may not be ‘ready to 

learn’. This can include but is not limited to, separation 

anxiety at morning drop off, conflict with peers, tiredness, 

anxiety, sensory needs and changes in family circumstances.   

For students to be ready to learn we need to; 

 Build their learning and coping strategies 

 Increase their self-regulation abilities 

 Help them recognise and understand their responses 

 Provide high expectations and demonstrate high levels of care 
 
Teachers explicitly teach this across the school so students are ready to learn and know how to have a positive 

impact on their own and others’ learning. This is also reinforced via our Engagement Program, Resilience, Rights 

and Respectful Relationships program and with using the Zones of Regulation framework. 
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Sometimes our students will also need additional help from their teacher to create the conditions where they can 

self-regulate. One way we do this is through having resources available like a ‘Ready 2 Learn’ trolley. All of our 

classrooms have a ‘Ready 2 Learn’ trolley that students can access with the assistance of their teacher. Students are 

able to select a time limited task or resource to assist them to be ready to learn. This can include listening to music, 

cuddling a soft toy, using a fidget toy or simply going to get a drink.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the ‘Ready 2 Learn’ trolleys, we have recently developed a ‘Ready 2 Learn’ space at school to allow 
students access to additional resources to assist them to stay regulated or to undertake their learning tasks for a 
short period of time in a quiet space that is free from distraction. When creating this space, we engaged 
occupational therapist Kate Wormell to assist and advise us as to be best set up of the space and resources that 
would be best to help our students be ready to learn.    
 
We will continue to develop this space in the coming weeks.  
 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
  
Kirsty Egglestone 
Assistant Principal 
 
Kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au 
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Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy 

Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers & 

Friends @ Somers Primary School: 

 

EDEN B, ISOBEL R, LEWIS K,  

DIGBY Y, KOBEY S, TYLER P, MAXIMILIAN G, 

MITCH S, CASSIUS S & TOM W 
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TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 

Every Friday — Whole School Assembly  

2:45pm – 3:15pm.  Parents can access assembly using this link: 

 https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au   

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Weds 24 Feb Yr 3/4 Surf Awareness Program (permission notes sent home today) 

Thurs 25 Feb District Swimming – permission notes sent home today for students who 
qualified. 

Fri 26 Feb Yr 5/6 Surf Awareness Program (permission notes sent home today) 

Weds 3 March Yr 3-6 Inspire Program commences (note will be sent home at a later 
date) 

Weds 17 March Yr 3-6 Inspire Program 

Weds 17 March Division Swimming 

Thurs 25 March Summer Lightning Prems (Yr 5/6 Students) 

Weds 31 March Inspire Program 

Thurs 1 April School Photo Day and Final day of Term 1 

Mon 19 April Term 2 commences 
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Somers Primary School use the School Star App for our school communication.  It is how you can receive school 

newsletter, news, event invitations, notices and general messages and reminders.  Keeping parents and the community 

informed is very important to us, as we will be regularly uploading content to School Star.  You will receive up to date 

current information and important announcements within minutes of the school releasing the information. 

 

HOW TO INSTALL SCHOOL STAR ON YOUR SMART PHONES 

School Star may be downloaded for both iPhone and Android devices. Installing School Star is easy.  

Follow the instructions below to download and install the app.  

iPhone users:  

1. Open the App Store on your iPhone by tapping the icon.  

2. Search the App Store for “MGM School Star”  

3. Tap the button that says “+GET”, the “INSTALL”  

4. If asked, enter your Apple ID password.  

5. The “INSTALL” button will turn into an indicator that shows the progress of the download.  

Android users:  

1. Open the Play Store on your Android Phone by tapping the icon.  

2. Search the Play Store for “MGM School Star”, and tap the search result in the list.  

3. Tap the button marked “INSTALL”  

4. The “INSTALL” button will turn into an indicator that shows the progress of the download.  

5. Once the download has finished, tap “OPEN” to launch School Star.  

 

After you register a new account, only parents whose phone numbers are registered with the school are permitted to 

create an account and log in to School Star. School Star will automatically detect your school and check your ID 

credentials. This means that any posted content is protected and confined to the school community only.  

While you are logged in to School Star, any messages sent by the school will arrive as a School Star notification, allowing 

you to reply to important messages from the school. 

 

Thank you. 
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