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Dear Families, 

Welcome to the 2021 school year, and a 

very warm welcome to our new families. It’s so nice to see all of our families and students back on site in 2021 after what 

was a challenging year for many in 2020. We are all really excited about supporting your child to feel happy, to look 

forward to coming to school and to make great learning progress this year.  

Over the term break, our staff worked hard to make 

sure that we were well-prepared for your child’s return 

to school. A huge thank-you to all of our staff for the 

time they spent preparing for students’ return – we 

are very proud to have such a dedicated and caring 

staff. Our school ground is looking great with our new 

landscaping completed at the front of the school, 

which was funded through a Federal Government 

small grants program. Our new play area near the 

playpod is also close to completion. In addition, we 

had some painting finished off and new carpet in the 

Year 1 and 2 classrooms.  

Our first two curriculum days have been focused on 

refining some of our collaborative practices, and 

supporting staff capacity to teach students at their 

point of need. We also spent time communicating our 

whole-school goals and strategies for success in 

2021 and our teams worked together planning 

curriculum and setting up collaborative structures 

for the 2021 year. 

At Somers Primary School, we believe learning 

enhances children’s lives and prepares them for 

success. We apply evidence-based approaches to 

support children’s development. This is how we 

ensure children are happy, engaged and making 

great progress at school.  

Our school values are Collaboration, Learning, 

Engagement and Respect (our CLEaR Values). 

These values form the basis of the work your child is 

currently doing in their classroom in the school-

wide Engagement Program, where students work 

with their teacher to create their optimal learning 

environment for the year.  
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In 2021, our school goals are to support students as they 

transition back to school from a disrupted year last year. 

Our focus is supporting our staff to develop their capacity to 

meet all students at their point of need so that students are 

making progress. We are also aiming to make sure that 

students have more opportunities to really enjoy school, 

and to have opportunities to learn things that really interest 

them.  

Despite 2020 being a challenging year, there were also some 

important things that we learned from our students and 

families. Many parents gave feedback that remote learning 

gave them greater insight into what their child was learning, 

and how they were progressing. In 2021, we aim to improve 

families’ capacity for supporting learning at home. We will 

continue our strong 2-way communication with home, as 

well as find more regular ways to keep parents aware of 

what their children are learning, and how they are going at 

school.  

Booklists 

Thanks to all of our families for their prompt payment of 

Essential Item fees, as well as contributions as part of the 

Voluntary Contributions fund. We aim to use this funding to 

contribute to a new garden area outside the science room.  

Additional Support at School 

This year our school will provide additional support to 

students across the school to ensure that students whose 

learning was significantly negatively affected during remote 

learning receive the support they need to make progress in 

2021. Around 45 students in Years 1 – 6 will receive targeted 

intervention in our Tutor Learning Program. We are really excited to have teachers; Liz Harrison, Rikki Tickell, Belinda 

Chapman and Lisa Panuccio working to support these students.  

In 2021 we are also running an intensive Multisensory Structured Language Intervention Program for selected Prep, One 

and Two students. Parents will be contacted to offer this program for selected students requiring additional intervention.  

This year we are excited to have Tracey Mills leading our High Ability Program across the school. Tracey will support 

students who are performing significantly ahead of the expected level through teacher professional learning, arranging 

English and Maths Extension activities and access to academic competitions.  

To lower teacher-student ratios in our year 5/6 cohort, we are really excited to welcome Luke Jenkins, Becca Hengemuhle, 

Liz Harrison and Tamara Kelly into the classroom on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to work with groups of students to 

support their engagement and learning progress. All of these staff know our students really well and will ensure that 

students are getting the attention and support they need.  
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Tamara Kelly will also be taking small groups of students 

for additional explicit teaching of social skills in small 

groups fortnightly. There will be further additional 

support provided after our confirmed budget is received 

in February.  

We also welcome the additional support staff to our 

school in 2021 – a big welcome to Sarah Hille who is 

working in our 2/3/4 area, and Beth Armstrong who is 

working with the Prep team.  

Attendance, Supervision and Safety 

In 2021, we again met our goal of reducing the average 

number of days absent per student to less than 14. It 

important that students are at school every day unless 

they are unwell or have a legitimate reason for not being able to come to school. We encourage families to take holidays 

during school vacation periods, however if your child is going to be away for an extended period, we can prepare a holiday 

learning plan which will ensure the continuity of their learning whilst on holidays. Please see your child’s teacher if you 

plan to go on holidays during school times.  

Student absences must be reported to the school office or your child’s teacher on or before the day of absence. Parents 

will be notified as soon as practicable if their child is absent without prior notification, according to Department policy. 

Our absence notification line is available 24 hours a day on 59835546. 

The school has a responsibility to supervise students in the school grounds from 8.45 am until 3:45 on school days.  The 

OSHC Program caters for children from 7.00 am in the morning, and up until 6.00 pm in the afternoons. Please be aware 

that students cannot be supervised by school staff outside of those times.   

Change to Student Details 

Please advise the school office staff should there be any alterations to student details such as; change of phone numbers 

of parents and emergency contacts, change of address, changes to a child’s medical condition etc. 

COVID Safety in 2021 

Please be aware that all visitors who attend school for more than 15 minutes are required to sign in at the office. Please 

remember to practice physical distancing and good hand hygiene, use non-contact greetings, and carry a mask with you 

at all times. If you cannot maintain 1.5 metres physical distancing, you must wear a mask on school grounds.  

School Uniform 

With the start of the new year, it’s a good time to check your child’s uniform to ensure your child’s name is visible on the 

tag.  

Medical Conditions and Medication 

If students need to have medication during school hours, parents will need to leave the medication at the school office 

and complete an “Authorisation for Administering Medication Form”.  This applies to students requiring both short term 

and long term medication. 

For children who have an Asthma puffer, medication for severe allergies or Epi-Pens, please initially bring puffers, Epi-

Pens and medications to the office for processing.  These medications will then be given to your child’s class teacher for 

them to securely retain in the classroom. 

If your child has a medical condition or develops a medical condition during their time at Somers Primary School, please 

make sure you advise us of this in writing.  If they have a Medical Action Plan for conditions such as Asthma, Anaphylaxis, 

Serious Allergic Reactions, Epilepsy etc, please make sure you supply the school with a copy of their Medical Action Plan. 
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School Newsletter  

Our school newsletter is generated on a fortnightly basis on Thursdays.  It is normally sent home electronically via email, 

ClassDojo and via the MGM School Star App. Just for the first newsletter of the year we are sending home a hard copy to all 

families today with the eldest child in the family. 

If you have not already downloaded the School Star App, please take a few minutes to do so to assist us in keeping you updated 

with our school newsletters and other important reminders and information.  Instructions for downloading the School Star App 

are included with this newsletter. 

Out of School Hours Care Program 

Somers Primary School runs an Out of School Hours Care Program to assist families who require childcare 

either before school commences or, after school finishes, or both. 

Court Orders 

If there are any Court Orders currently in place that affect your child, please bring the original orders to the school office so that 

we can take a photocopy.  If there are any particular conditions that need bringing to our attention, please make sure that you 

advise us at the time of providing the Court Orders. 

Parent Volunteers – Working With Children Check 

Parents who volunteer to help at school are required to hold a current Working with Children Check which is applied for on-line.  

Go to: www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ to apply. 

Additionally, you will need to fill out a Somers Primary School Volunteer Register form which is available from the school office. 

On days when you are volunteering at the school, please sign the Visitor’s Register at the office and collect a Visitor Badge. All 

volunteers must abide by our Child Safety Code of Conduct, available at the office.  

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

If you hold a current Health Care Card or Pension Card that is valid on the first day of Term 1 or Term 2 this year, you may be 

eligible to apply for the CSEF for your children attending Somers Primary School.  If your application is successful, this entitles 

you to $125.00 for each of your primary school aged children.  Application forms for the CSEF were attached to the booklists that 

were sent out last year.  If you think you may be entitled to claim the CSEF for your children and have not already filled out an 

application form, please call in to the school office with your Health Care Card or pension card and complete an application form 

by Friday 12th February.  Please be aware that if you applied for the CSEF last year, you will need to complete a new form to 

make application for CSEF for 2021. 

Meet the Teacher Interviews 

On Friday 12th February, we will be holding ‘Meet the Teacher’ interviews. The purpose of these interviews is for families to 

provide information to teachers about their child, as well as to establish a relationship and communication methods with your 

child’s home group teacher. We hope that all families can make a time to catch up with their child’s teacher. 

Interviews will be conducted between 1:00pm and 5:30pm, and be 10 minutes in duration.  

Please book these interviews online as per instructions sent home already, or call the office to book a time.  

Assembly 

We will continue to hold our regular weekly assemblies via WebEx for the foreseeable future. Assemblies take place every Friday 

between 2:45pm – 3:15pm. You can access assembly using this link: https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au 

 

Extra-Curricular Dance, Drama and Music Classes 

Did you know that Somers Primary School students are able to 

access private guitar, singing, drum, piano, dance and drama 

tuition at school? We are now able to offer these programs on-

site once again.  

To enquire about tuition, please call the providers listed in the 

corresponding table directly. 
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 CLASS TEACHER NAME PHONE NUMBER 

Guitar Jaimie Smith 0439 661 622 

Drums Noel Tenney 0419 355 041 

Piano/keyboard Not Currently Available 

Singing/voice Dawn Shore 0408 300 194 

Dance & Drama Melanie McLean 0431 109 343 
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Unfortunately our Piano teacher Bianca is unable to continue teaching in 2021. We are currently in discussions with a new 

Piano teacher. If you are interested in your child taking piano classes at school, please contact our school office.   

 

Regards,  

 

Hugh Greer 

Principal 

hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Welcome back! Our students have had a great start to the 2021 school year and have settled into their new classes. A 

special welcome to our new Preps, students and families.  Our Preps have had a busy first few days at Somers Primary. 

Every Prep student is allocated a Grade 6 Buddy to support them throughout their first year of school and, over the past 

few days, our Grade 6s have been working hard to help the Preps navigate the yard during recess and lunchtime.  

Separation Anxiety 

After a significant time of remote learning last year and following Christmas holidays, returning or starting school can be 

stressful for some children.  Separation anxiety refers to the fear children and young people have when being separated 

from their parents or caregivers. It’s very common in early years and the Australian Parenting Website has some great tips 

for helping a child deal with starting school and/or separating from parents. 

At home, parents can work together with children to develop coping strategies for their anxiety. Here are six tips parents 

may find helpful when supporting their child. 

 Slow down. This is always the best place to start. Take some slow, deep breaths together. Breathe in for three 

seconds, hold for three, then out for three. Once they're feeling a bit calmer, you can talk through what's worrying them. 

 Think positive. Remind them of times they've dealt with similar issues. “Remember the time your friend Andy didn’t 

play with you at lunch, you played tiggy with Keely and Matt and had a great time.” 

 Help them to challenge the scary thought with facts. “Sharks can’t live in a swimming pool.” “Every time Mum goes 

out for dinner, she comes back.” Make a plan together for what to do if things don't go as they'd like. “If you forget your 

Somers Primary School Newsletter 

1) Archie and Jack are helping Gordon line up after recess.    2) Ethan, Diesel and Lachlan.    3)Mabel and Willow playing with hoops during recess.    
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workbook, it’s okay, just borrow a piece of paper to write things down and we can glue it in later when we’re home.” 

 Have a go. Children often worry about making mistakes. This can lead to them avoiding situations or activities. 

Encourage your child to give new things a try and let them know that it’s about fun, not being perfect. Here’s some tips on 

building resilience. 

 Check yourself. Try taking a step back and wait before you jump in to help your child. Figuring things out for 

themselves, learning to problem-solve is an important step and will help them to be a resilient adult. Over-protective family 

members can reinforce a child’s fears that the world is a dangerous place and that they can’t handle it. 

Be the example. Be a model for your child. Kids pick up signals from adults, so by showing calmness in dealing with 

stressful situations, you are showing them the way. 

Further information can be found on the link below.  

https://beyou.edu.au/resources/news/how-to-support-an-anxious-child 

Creating a Positive Learning Space-  

Engagement Program 

At the start of each year, classes spend the first few 

weeks of term establishing a positive and productive 

learning environment. Classroom teachers lead their 

students through getting to know you activities and together work on building positive relationships. Teachers and students 

create the foundation of classroom expectations and systems together to increase student engagement to ensure a productive 

environment for learning, free from disruption.  One aspect of this program is to create an agreed set of classroom 

expectations aligned to our school values of Collaboration, Learning, Engagement and Respect.  

Free headspace Webinar 

Headspace Hastings and Headspace National, along with some special guests, will be presenting a webinar for parents and 

carers of young people to support their mental health through COVID-19.  

When: Wed 10th Feb 7:00-8:15PM.  

The webinar will provide information about mental health, headspace national services and how to access their local supports. 

Registration is free and details to register are on the flyer attached to this newsletter.  

Kind Regards,  

  

Kirsty Egglestone 

Assistant Principal 

kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au 
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1) A big Grade 6/Prep game of Duck, Duck, Goose!        2) Joel, Jacob and Digby.       3) Grade 3/4B’s Expectation Matrix   
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Somers Primary School use the School Star App for our school communication.  It is how you can receive school 

newsletter, news, event invitations, notices and general messages and reminders.  Keeping parents and the community 

informed is very important to us, as we will be regularly uploading content to School Star.  You will receive up to date 

current information and important announcements within minutes of the school releasing the information. 

 

HOW TO INSTALL SCHOOL STAR ON YOUR SMART PHONES 

School Star may be downloaded for both iPhone and Android devices. Installing School Star is easy.  

Follow the instructions below to download and install the app.  

iPhone users:  

1. Open the App Store on your iPhone by tapping the icon.  

2. Search the App Store for “MGM School Star”  

3. Tap the button that says “+GET”, the “INSTALL”  

4. If asked, enter your Apple ID password.  

5. The “INSTALL” button will turn into an indicator that shows the progress of the download.  

Android users:  

1. Open the Play Store on your Android Phone by tapping the icon.  

2. Search the Play Store for “MGM School Star”, and tap the search result in the list.  

3. Tap the button marked “INSTALL”  

4. The “INSTALL” button will turn into an indicator that shows the progress of the download.  

5. Once the download has finished, tap “OPEN” to launch School Star.  

 

After you register a new account, only parents whose phone numbers are registered with the school are permitted to 

create an account and log in to School Star. School Star will automatically detect your school and check your ID 

credentials. This means that any posted content is protected and confined to the school community only.  

While you are logged in to School Star, any messages sent by the school will arrive as a School Star notification, allowing 

you to reply to important messages from the school. 

 

Thank you. 
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Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy 

Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers & 

Friends @ Somers Primary School: 

 

Jediah H, Zeplin A, Mahlia W, Charlie B, Finnley 

C, Safia C, Harrison H-S, Diesel T, Ben R, 

Hunter Mc, Grace f, Eden B, Isobel R, Digby Y 
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TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 

Every Friday — Whole School Assembly  

2:45pm – 3:15pm.  Parents can access assembly using this link: 

 https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/greer.hugh.au   

 

FEBRUARY 

 Friday 5th - 5/6 Snow Camp Expressions of Interest Forms DUE to be 

returned to school 

 Monday 8th - 3-6 Swimming Carnival 

 Friday 12th - Meet The Teacher Interviews 
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