Somers Primary School
Term 4 - Issue 2

Thursday 29th October, 2020.

SPS Newsletter

Dear Families,
We are now well and truly settled back into on-site learning and focused on achieving our priorities of
ensuring the health and wellbeing of all of our students, ensuring that students are making effective
progress in literacy and numeracy, and supporting students as they transition into 2021, including
students moving to secondary school and into Prep.
Thank-you again to all of our school community for being so understanding of our need to minimise
having parents and visitors onsite. At this stage, onsite visitors are permitted to deliver essential services
and operations, and all visitors must sign in at the office if they are staying for more than 15 minutes.
Additional staff and volunteers are still not permitted to attend on-site. Any visitors who must come to
the school must report directly to the office.

Term 4 - Issue 2
Monday 2nd November (Melbourne Cup Eve) - This is a normal school day for students.

Tuesday 3rd November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No school for students on this day.
Friday 6th November - 2020 School Photos will take place on Friday November 6th.
Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 4 & school for 2020!
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School Photos

Principal’s Report continued...

Recent restriction easing has meant that we can proceed with School Photos, and these will take place on Friday
November 6th. This year we are unable to arrange a group photograph with students sitting all together, so instead
the photographers will combine individual prints of your child’s teacher and all children in the class. Please make
sure that you complete the online order form, and ensure that your child is dressed in full school uniform on Friday
November 6th.
Essential Items 2021
At this week’s School Council meeting, our councillors approved an approach to reducing the cost of Essential Items
in 2021. Due to remote learning, some of the supplies that parents have purchased for 2020 have not been utilised
and in many circumstances, will not be relevant for your child for their 2021 year level. Our plan is to pool all of the
existing stock, purchase the remaining numbers of supplies in bulk, and reduce the cost of essential stationary
supplies for parents in 2021. More information will come out later in the year regarding Essential Items for 2021.
School Improvement Works
Over the school holidays a number of projects will take place to enhance our school grounds and facilities.
Major landscaping works will be completed around the front of the school, including redevelopment of the garden
around the mud brick hut to promote play in this area. In addition, our new play area will be constructed near the
play pod. This will be a natural play space for children featuring a slide, tunnel, and features that promote
imaginative social play. This play area work will be funded using Arts Fair 2019 proceeds – what an amazing
achievement for our community!
We will also be replacing the long fence between the school and the path next to the school to make our school
more safe and secure.
Student Reports
Teachers are currently writing your child’s progress report for semester 2 2020. We are still very much focused on
having high expectations for student achievement, and ensuring that the challenges of remote learning do not
negatively impact the learning progress of your child. To reflect the changes of this semester, reports will focus on
your child’s achievement against the Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards in the core areas of English,
Mathematics, Personal and
Social Learning, Health and
Physical Education, Science and
the Arts. Your child’s report will
also describe their learning goals
under
the
“Areas
for
Improvement” section, as well
as specific strategies that you
can do at home to help them
achieve their personalised goals.
Your child’s report will also
feature a description of their
behaviour and effort, as well as
how their personal and social
skills have developed over the
semester.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Somers Koala Corridor – Free Manna Gums
The SRA is giving away Koala trees to residents who wish to take
part in the Somers revegetation project by planting a Manna
Gum in their garden. This project aims to create a corridor for
Koalas to move around Somers safely with food and canopy
cover. Trees are available from Libby Moore; Phone 0413 860 371
or email elpmoore@gmail.com to organise drop off or pick up.

School Banking
The Bendigo Bank have informed us that the School Banking
Program for students will be ceasing. We will contact families
that are currently using this service with further details.

Regards,

Hugh Greer

Principal
hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Wishing The Following Students A Very Happy
Birthday & Best Wishes From Your Teachers &
Friends @ Somers Primary School:
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS Jasper M, Julian L-L, Maggie H,
Annastazia L,Joel B, Eden P, Lincoln S,
Anya V, Roy H, Elkah H, Sienna S,
Will N, Eva G, Emma B, Luca T,
Peppa R, Casper M, Lachie S, Gypsie W
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Public Holiday
- Tuesday 3rd November - 2020 ‘Melbourne Cup Day’ - NO school for students on this day -

Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Families,
BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS
Last Wednesday students were able to dress up as their favourite book character or
a ‘Curious Creature, Wild Mind’ in line with this year’s Book Week theme. Unfortunately, we were unable to hold cross age book week activities as we usually do,
however, our English team developed some fantastic literacy tasks for teachers to
engage their students in a love of reading.

1 & 2 - Audrey is engrossed in the story Ruby Red Shoes! 3 - Millar and Connor 4 - Gwen is looks magnificent as the Lion
from the Wizard of Oz! 5 - Quinnah, Amelia and Siena 6 - Pirates Roy and Archie 7 - Mrs Christie found some Wally friends!
8 - Some of our Grade 3 students with Wally and Mrs Claus.

CLASSES FOR 2021
It’s that time of the year that we begin to look at class structure for next year. At this stage it looks like we will have
11 classes. The structure of these classes is not quite finalised, but we are beginning to look at how we allocate
children to classes. This week, every student will bring home a yellow notice with further information about class
placement. We ask that parents meet with their child to identify a minimum of four friends they could be placed
with in 2021. We do our utmost to ensure that every child has at least one friend of their choice in their class. Once
the form is completed, please return it to your child’s classroom teacher no later than Monday 9 th November.
If you have any questions about the class placement process, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

