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Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
This week we have welcomed back our students to school, and it has been so rewarding to have our
students back on site. Speaking to students and parents, it sounds as though our students are
enjoying being back seeing their teachers and friends and accessing face-to-face learning. Thanks to
all of the positive messages of support and thanks for work of teachers over our period of remote
learning – your thanks are greatly appreciated.
Our focus this week has
been
ensuring
that
students’ return has been
happy and enjoyable, and
we have implemented a number of initiatives to
ensuring that above all, students are feeling happy and
safe back at school. Our teachers have modified
classroom activities to ensure that we are spending a
higher proportion of time on activities which engage
students, allow for socialisation and a focus on mental
health and wellbeing. We have also expanded our
number of lunchtime activities and increased the
number of staff in the yard to support positive play at
recess and lunchtime.
We are so lucky to be part of such a wonderful school community where people show such care for each other – it’s one of the
things that sets our school apart.
Enhanced Cleaning
We continue to ensure a safe environment at school by restricting
visitors on-site, following our COVIDSafe plan and supporting
students to practise good hand hygiene. Our enhanced cleaning
regime is continuing throughout the day to ensure that high-touch
surfaces and shared facilities and equipment are progressively
disinfected throughout the day.
Please make sure that your child brings their labelled water bottle
to school each day that they can refill throughout the day whilst
drinking fountains remain closed.
Walking Bus
Our walking bus is proving to be very popular in the afternoons, which is assisting with keeping traffic moving effectively at the
end of the day. Please remember to practise physical distancing whilst at the Reserve, wait for your child around the grassed area
near the tennis courts where teachers can see you and walk carefully with your child back to your car.
I would like to thank all of our families for their patience in dropping children off and picking up from school. Overall our families
have been really responsible, patient and understanding, and our experience last term showed that this process tends to get
more efficient as time goes on.
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Principal’s Report continued...

Enrolments and Transition

Currently we have 25 Prep students enrolled for 2021, which is a few less than this year. We are really hopeful that we will have a
few more Prep students to enrol during the rest of this year to keep our enrolments stable, enabling us to continue to run the
wide range of specialist and wellbeing programs we currently offer. If you know of a family that has a child that is due to start
school next year, or is looking for a new school, encourage them to contact us here. We are exceptionally proud of our learning,
engagement and wellbeing outcomes, and our school continues to show significant improvement and strong academic growth,
high levels of student engagement (as evidenced by our student attendance data and school surveys), and an excellent climate
for students, parents and staff. We believe our committed and stable school leadership, excellent teaching staff, positive school
community and high-levels of expectation and support for student success sets our school apart from others.
To support Prep Transition in what has been a really disrupted year for kindergarten children, we are currently implementing a
number of enhanced transition initiatives to set up our new prep students for success in 2021. All families who have enrolled now
have access to Class Dojo, we are running twice weekly story time and play time sessions via WebEx (until on-site transition can
occur), and we are working with feeder early-learning centres to build a comprehensive understanding of each of our 2021 Preps,
and how we can best support them as they transition to school in 2021.
Congratulations Ms Wesley!
A huge congratulations to Ms Wesley who is expecting her first child in February of next year! Ms Wesley will continue working
until the end of the year when she will commence family leave. We wish her and her family all the best for her pregnancy and
look forward to welcoming her baby in 2021.
OSHC
Don’t forget that our Out of School Hours Care program continues to operate daily from
7:00am until 6:00pm. Colleen and Ros are excited to welcome more students back to our
service now we are back at school – if you would like to book your child in or to receive an
enrolment form, please contact us here at school.
Student Survey
Recently our years 4 – 6 students participated
in the annual Student Attitudes to School
Survey
whilst
in
remote
learning.
Understanding our students’ perceptions of
school is a key measure of our school’s success,
and we were really encouraged by the
continued
improvements
in
students’
experience of bullying, their relationship with
their teacher and how they fared during
remote learning. We will continue to use this
data to plan improvements in the areas of
student engagement, student voice and
agency and the importance of focusing on
student mental health and wellbeing.
Parent Survey
This week information has been sent out via ClassDojo inviting parents to participate in the annual Parent Opinion Survey. This
survey is conducted each year, and in 2020, all parents will be invited to participate. This is a great opportunity for parents to
provide feedback, and we strongly encourage all families to complete this survey.
Book Week
Next week Somers PS is celebrating Book Week. Students will be engaged in fun activities throughout the week to engage them
in this year’s shortlisted books, and, in keeping with this year’s theme, encouraged to dress up as a book character, a curious
creature or someone with a wild mind! Unfortunately we are unable to hold our regular parade, but we will post lots of photos on
Dojo and there will be prizes for best dressed in each class.
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School Photos
Unfortunately, due to DET restrictions, we are unable to take our school photos as planned on the 5 th of November. We still
intend to find a way to take students’ photos and provide these to families – we have learnt to be very creative this year and find
a way!
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal

IMPORTANT DATE: Public Holiday Friday 23rd October
“Thank You Day” - NO School for Students on this day.

hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Welcome back to Term 4. We are really excited to have all of our students back learning at
school! I’ve had the pleasure of being able to touch base with a number of our students and
they are really happy to be back at school and are excited to be able to see and play with
their friends. As you can see below, our staff and students are straight back into the school
routine!

National Mental Health Month
National Mental Health Month is an initiative of the Mental Health
Foundation of Australia. This October, the theme is ‘Mental
Health Matters’.
This is a timely reminder that this term student wellbeing,
particularly the mental health of students is our first priority. This
means all our teachers are focussing on implementing strategies
to re-engage our students back into the school routine while also
supporting social and emotional learning of our students. All our
classes are spending time over the next few weeks on our
Engagement Program which is traditionally implemented at the
start of each year. This program is designed to establish the
learning environment and to promote and foster our school
values. In addition to this, more time is allocated throughout the
week on social and emotional learning and Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program.
If you have any questions about how we are supporting students’ mental health or would like access to further resources, please
do not hesitate to contact Hugh or myself at the school.
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au
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4C are making leaves in Art with Mrs Hengemuhle.

Mr J is taking our Preps for a PMP
session

1/2A are busy making kites. They will
then write a procedural text explaining
the process.

3/4 Team planning meeting.

1/2B and 1/2C reviewing the responsibilities
we have at school. Our 1/2s are showing
each other a friendly smile.

3A in Indonesian with Ibu Kelly
1/2B and 1/2C reviewing the
responsibilities we have at school.
Our 1/2s are showing each other a
friendly smile.

Grade 5 students in a team building
activity.

Somers Primary School Newsletter

Mack’s Mini Gumboot
Garden update
GARDEN CLUB

Wishing the following students a very happy birthday and best
wishes from your teachers and friends at Somers Primary:

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS Sophie M, Judah H, Brodie B, Mabel J,
Tait A, Charlie J, Lexi H, Skylar H,
Henry H, Dougal O, Ruby C, Eden S,
Leo P, Max H, Savannah D, Drew H,
Sophie T, Jack A, Jura D-Y, Declan S
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