Somers Primary School
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Thursday 20th August, 2020.

Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
We are now more than half-way through Term 3 – and (as clichéd as it sounds) it’s
amazing how quickly the term has gone! It seems as if spring is just around the
corner- the days are starting to get a little longer, there is a little more sun around
and the grass on the oval is growing more rapidly. It certainly has been a long
winter!
I caught up with our School Captains and Vice Captains via WebEx earlier this
week to see how they felt things were going for themselves as well as other
students over the past few weeks. We value the insightful feedback provided by
our student leaders: their voices are so important in thinking about how we can
help our students stay happy, engaged and making progress in their learning.
Jed, Sam, Monique and Bonnie provided me with great feedback on how things were going for them with
remote learning. When I asked them how they were feeling, there was definitely a vibe that they were
getting a bit bored with being locked down! Speaking more specifically about their remote learning, all of
our leaders agreed that our more regular WebEx classes were more engaging and affective in helping
them learn this term. Our student leaders remarked that they really enjoyed having their teacher there to
explain things, and they really liked the fact that they got to see all of their classmates daily. They felt as if
they were doing much more learning when working remotely this term.

Our leaders also commented that they think having the ‘Resources’ folder on Google Drive helped them
stay organised and made it easy for them to access things they needed throughout the week, rather than
having to scroll through Dojo posts to find it. They felt that the amount of learning tasks was about right,
with an appropriate mix of ‘live’ and offline learning activities.
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Principal’s Report continued...
In terms of things that they believed
could be improved, the students felt
that sometimes our teacher
explanations went for a bit too long,
though they recognised that
teachers were sometimes taking it
slow to ensure that all students
understood. They also expressed
that when they were having internet
issues at home, it could be annoying
if they couldn’t see their classmates
or teacher. I know this is something
we have all been challenged by!
During our discussion we talked about the creative and innovative things that teachers were doing to
make learning more engaging for students. They remarked on the online-incursion that was run with our
P-2 students with Melbourne Zoo recently, saying it was a great way to break up the routine of class
every now and then. They also appreciated the extra things that our teachers have been doing, such as
Friday Fun in year five and six where students have been playing games such as Pictionary online
together, and dress-up days in years three and four.
I was most impressed by our leaders’ interest in how the rest of our school was going. They really wanted
to know how the Preps were going, as well as our attendance figures. I happily reported to them that our
attendance figures were looking
excellent, and that our Preps were
doing amazingly well, thanks to
the great partnership between
our Prep teachers, aides and
parents.
Thank you to our student leaders
for providing this feedback. We
will continue reflecting on what is
helping our students learn more
effectively and address challenges
over the rest of this term.
Prep 2021 Transition
Our first Prep 2021 Virtual Tour and Information Session took place on Wednesday this week via WebEx.
These sessions allow families to find out about our school, what Prep is like at Somers PS and get to know
our staff. We have two more sessions planned for Wednesday 2nd September (2:30pm, 5:00pm). To
book, please contact Kirsty (kirsty.egglestone@education.vic.gov.au) or myself via email.
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National Science Week
From 15 – 23 August, Australia celebrates our annual celebration of science and technology, National
Science Week. Across our school, students will have been engaged in activities to learn about how
innovation can help protect the ocean environment. Our year five and six students have been learning
about the impact of marine debris (such as plastics, fishing gear and other solid non-biodegradable
floating materials), and considering how entrepreneurs, scientists, governments and companies are
developing solutions to clean up the ocean. Students worked in groups and used labelled drawings to
design their own product, technology or system. For more information on some fun and educational
activities you can do at home to celebrate National Science Week, go to https://
www.scienceweek.net.au/find-events.
Parent Teacher Interviews
On Wednesday September 9, we will be holding remote parent-teacher interviews for all students via
WebEx. This will be a student-free day with no classes to allow teachers to focus on communicating with
families. This meeting will allow parents to gain a better understanding of their child’s learning progress,
as well as their engagement and effort during remote learning. We ask that all parents engage in these
interviews to support your child’s wellbeing, engagement and progress. Information on how to book will
be posted on Class Dojo soon.
On-Site Supervision
A reminder that on-site supervision is limited at school during stage four restrictions to permitted
workers’ children where both parents are unable to work from home, and vulnerable children in out-ofhome care, or with active involvement with DHHS Child Protection or another community agency where
it is not safe for children to remain at home. Requests for on-site supervision should be made via email to
me the week prior to supervision being requested.
Thanks SRA
A huge thank you to the Somers Residents Association for paying $495 for a replacement battery for the
Somers Community Defibrillator (located at the Somers Cabin Park next door to our school). We
appreciate this generous donation to help keep our students, and the whole Somers community, safe!

Stay healthy, happy and safe!

Regards,

Hugh Greer
Principal
hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Recognising CLEAR Values during Remote Learning
During remote learning this term, we have continued to recognise CLEAR
values by awarding Dojo points. We have aligned Dojo points directly to our
values that would apply while students are learning at home.
These include:
Collaboration - Working Together.
Learning - Completing set tasks
and trying my best.
Engagement-Engaging in my
learning.
Respect - Following instructions
and using technology appropriately.
This term students have received an ‘Engaging in my learning’ Dojo point for every literacy and maths
class they have attended with their teacher. Teachers are also awarding points to students showing our
other values during remote learning.
When we return to school, Dojo points will be added to each student’s CLEAR card tally. Below is a tally
of Dojo points earned this term.

Dojo Points awarded so far this term:
PA and PB

1/2 A

1/2B and 1/2C

3A

1230

586

907

269

3/4B

4C

5A and 5B

5/6C and 6D

816

164

1485

1217

Personal and Social Capability and RRRR Program
This term, our Grade P-2 Inquiry focus is around personal and social capability. The timing of this focus
has worked out to be quite beneficial as students are faced with challenges of learning remotely. As part
of this focus, students have reflected on their strengths and identified a part of them that has helped
them achieve a certain skill or goal. Following this focus, students set goals on how they could learn
something new or improve an existing skill.
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued...
Below is some of the fantastic work our students have produced.

Levi enjoys guided drawing. He wants
to learn how to draw 3D pictures.

Sienna has learnt to knit and wants to
keep improving her knitting skills.

Dax says the best part of him is his brain because without
it he wouldn’t be able to do anything!

Monica wants to become a better swimmer!

Lucas never gives up when
skateboarding!

Toby wants to be able to ride his
bike all the way to Hastings!

As part of Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program, students in Grades five and six have
been looking at situations that can cause stress and anxiety. Students have worked on identifying when
they may need help with a situation or can use a coping strategy to work through a problem.
It was great to see students identifying activities they used as coping strategies when feeling stressed or
anxious. Some examples included reading, listening to music, squeezing a stress ball, ripping up a piece
of paper and riding a bike or other exercise.

Smiling Minds Resources
Smiling Minds is well-known for promoting resources and activities around mindfulness and the app is
used by a number of our teacher in the classroom to assist students to have a calm transition back into
the classroom following recess and lunchtime and get them in a positive frame of mind for learning.
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Assistant Principal’s Report continued...
Smiling Minds are currently offering digital care packs aimed at families to support kids through the COVID19 pandemic and beyond. They have also developed a program for families to undertake and enjoy
meditations and activities together that can be slotted into the family’s daily routine. For more
information, visit the Smiling Minds website.
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/at-home
Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

UNIFORM - SPECIAL ‘CLICK & COLLECT’ OFFER
Our school uniform supplier Knowledge Time are currently
offering 25% off all stock! This special deal is for cash
purchases only, with the warehouse open 8:00am – 3:30pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. SPS customers must
call first and place their order and they will have the items
ready for collection at the decided time.
Contact Marie for more information: 416 Titan Dve, Carrum
Downs 03 9775 1764

AUGUST Student Birthdays - Hip, Hip, Hooray!!!!!!!
Wishing the following students a very happy birthday and best wishes
from your teachers and friends at Somers Primary:

Matthew C, Kai M, Logan M,

Scarlett M, Dax H, Adam K,
Thomas N, Aaron M, Stella P,
Lukas C, Daisy B, Banjo S, Chloe A,
Kai O, Francesca A, Amelia W,
Willow K & Thomas M
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Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to
conduct physical tours of the school at the
present time. In lieu of physical tours, we are
excited to be able to give families the
opportunity to participate in online information
sessions remotely.
These sessions will give families an opportunity
to learn about Somers Primary School, meet
our Prep teachers and school leadership team
and the chance to ask any questions.

Online Session Dates:
Wednesday 19th August at 10:00am
Wednesday 2nd September at 2:30pm
Wednesday 2nd September at 5:00pm

To book into an Online Prep Information
session, please contact Kirsty Egglestone at the
school on (03) 5983 5546 or via email:
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS
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