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Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Dear Families,
I hope you are all doing as well as you can at the moment. This is a really challenging time
for all of our school community. It’s important that we look for positives in such a difficult
time for our community. Earlier this week I was leaving to go home and I was surprised to
see a new art display the Ms Hengemuhle had arranged with students. The display focuses
on what our children are grateful for at the moment. As Ms Henegmuhle wrote on the
display, “Gratitude can increase our happiness, while making us kinder and more
resilient.” Kindness and resilience is something we all need in such difficult circumstances. I
was really touched when I read what our children are grateful for – brothers and sisters,
families, mums and dads, friends, teachers, sport, animals and more. There were also some unique things children
were grateful for – ipads, chocolate, Roblox and even WebEx! Thanks Ms Hengemuhle!
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Principal’s Report continued...
Stage 4 - Changes to School Operations
A number of changes to school operations have been made in light of Stage 4
restrictions. These include:



Staff working off-site where possible
Reduced number of children eligible for attendance on site. The only
reasons that children will be considered for onsite supervision is if they fall
into either of these categories:
1. children whose parents are permitted workers – please be
aware that both parents must be permitted workers, must both
be working at their workplace (not at home), and no other
arrangements for their care can be made. Schools are guided by
the advice provided by the Premier’s statement on business
restrictions, and associated description of industries that will
remain open for on-site work, available at https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/updates/coronavirus-covid-19/
premiers-statement-business-restrictions. Parents requesting supervision must only do so for the time
when they are at work, and will need to provide details of their employer and the times when they will
need supervision.
2.

vulnerable children in out of home care, children known to
child protection and other agencies and children the school
identifies as vulnerable – the decision whether or not to allow
attendance for children will be made on the basis of children’s
safety.



Applications for on-site supervision must be made via phone call to myself
the week before attendance is required. Please call the school office on
59835546 to speak to me. This needs to be done each week – children
who arrive without prior approval will not be permitted at school.



Teachers who are supervising the limited number of students on-site will
not be running live WebEx classes on these days. Teachers will post
alternative tasks to do on these days, and will communicate this via their
Dojo timetables.

We know these changes can make things difficult for our community and may impact children’s learning.
Remember, we must all stay home to help keep our community safe.
New School Website
Our school website is now up and running! There is lots of information on there, including newsletters, contact
information, transition information, school policies and OSHC forms and information.
Go to https://somersps.vic.edu.au/.
Remote Assessment of Student Learning
Lately our Leadership Team have been working on strategies to improve the quality of assessment of student
learning in this period of remote learning. Over the coming weeks, teachers will be working with students and
families to assess your child’s development in key areas remotely.
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Principal’s Report continued...
Remember, the purpose of assessment is to provide feedback to teachers,
students and parents on progress, what students can currently do and next
steps of learning for students. It is important that students do their best,
independent work. None of the assessments that we will be doing can be
passed or failed – the focus is us learning what your child can currently do,
and what we can help them learn next. Please talk to your child’s teacher for
more information.

Prep Transition 2021
Due to COVID-19, a number of changes have been made to our transition
program for next year to ensure the safety of our students, families and staff,
as well as the community. Our school will be running virtual tours and
information sessions on Wednesday 19th August (10:00am) and Wednesday
2nd September (2:30pm, 5:00pm) via Webex. We offer a chance to chat to our
teachers and school leadership team at this time.
We are also currently planning to hold transition sessions online later this year
in the event that we are unable to hold transition sessions at school.
We are currently taking enrolments – forms are available from the office.
Stay healthy, happy and safe!
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
hugh.greer@education.vic.gov.au

AUGUST Student Birthdays - Hip, Hip, Hooray!!!!!!!
Wishing the following students a very happy birthday and best
wishes from your teachers and friends at Somers Primary:

Matthew C, Kai M, Logan M,

Scarlett M, Dax H, Adam K,
Thomas N, Aaron M, Stella P,
Lukas C, Daisy B, Banjo S, Chloe A,
Kai O, Francesca A, Amelia W,
Willow K & Thomas M
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Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to
conduct physical tours of the school at the
present time. In lieu of physical tours, we are
excited to be able to give families the
opportunity to participate in online information
sessions remotely.
These sessions will give families an opportunity
to learn about Somers Primary School, meet
our Prep teachers and school leadership team
and the chance to ask any questions.

Online Session Dates:
Wednesday 19th August at 10:00am
Wednesday 2nd September at 2:30pm
Wednesday 2nd September at 5:00pm

To book into an Online Prep Information
session, please contact Kirsty Egglestone at the
school on (03) 5983 5546 or via email:
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Somers Primary School Newsletter

Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Managing Working from Home and Remote Learning
With Stage 4 restrictions now in place many of our families, including the
majority of our staff, find themselves working from home while also
supporting their children with remote learning. Yesterday, I had the pleasure of
teaching Prep B via WebEx. I also had my children learning from home, online with their teachers
at the same time and to be honest it was not all smooth sailing!
As we navigate the 6 weeks of Stage 4 restrictions and remote learning I’d like to point out a few things that may be
beneficial reminders moving forward:






Our teachers are online to help students during lessons. Just like in the classroom, we want students to be able
to ask for and receive assistance if they need it while completing their work. Quite often our teachers are
working with small groups of students after a lesson or they will endeavour to make a time following a lesson
for students or parents to ask questions. Parents can also message their child’s teacher via Dojo if they have any
concerns or questions.
Each class has set up a ‘Remote Learning Resources Folder’ that’s accessible to families. These folders can be
accessed via a link that has been posted to your child’s Class Dojo page. The folders hold lessons, resources and
other information for the content covered over
the week.
The mental health and wellbeing of our students
(and their families) is paramount. It’s ok for your
child to miss a lesson now or then if it’s causing
distress or is just not manageable on that day. I
also encourage families to contact their child’s
teacher, Hugh or myself if they find that remote
learning is causing a great deal of stress at home.
There are always supports, adjustments or
strategies we can implement if needed.

Telehealth Services
Adolescents

for

Young

Children

and

The University of Melbourne’s Psychology Clinic is
currently offering educational and psychological
telehealth services for young children and adolescents
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. They are
offering short term interventions in a range of areas
including stress and anxiety, coping and resilience,
study and learning skills and self-esteem. These
sessions are free. Please see the flyer attached to the
newsletter for further information.
Kind Regards, Kirsty Egglestone.
Assistant Principal
Kirsty.Egglestone@education.vic.gov.au

