Somers Primary School
Term 2, Issue 3

Thursday 21st May, 2020.

Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
We hope you have had a good fortnight and have been able to enjoy the patches of nice
weather in the context of somewhat eased restrictions. Students and families that I have
been speaking to over the last week or so have enjoyed being able to visit family and friends,
as well as get outside and enjoy some time out of the house.
We have made the call this fortnight to cancel our Arts Fair in 2020. We look forward to being
able to plan an even bigger and better Arts Fair as we move into 2021.
The last week has been very busy for staff at school preparing for the staged return to school.

A reminder about the staged return to school:
•
•
•
•

•

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE)
students and all students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May.
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. No on-site
attendance or remote learning will take place on this day.
In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9
June.
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site
schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current
process that we are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site
schooling is required will continue for this two-week period. It is vital that families complete the application to
attend school and return the week before they are applying to attend on-site.
All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.
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Principal’s Report continued...
P-2 Return to School Next Week
Guidance from the Department of Education
and Training, informed by the Victorian Chief
Health Officer, is that parents should enter the
school grounds only when essential and
minimise their time and practice physical
distancing when onsite. This means that many
of our usual practices, such as parents and
carers walking students to their classrooms,
waiting on school grounds or at the gate at the
end of the school day, as well parents volunteering in classrooms, have had to be reviewed and alternative
arrangements developed.
We know that some students and their families will be anxious about returning to school. For our Prep students, this
return will be like transitioning to school all over again. We have developed a number of strategies to help your child
to return to school next week, including a staged-response for students requiring extra support. Kirsty has outlined
some of these strategies in her Assistant Principal’s Report in this edition.
As outlined in our communication on Friday, there will be two ‘drive-through’ drop off locations from Tuesday
(Camp Hill Rd and Charles Crt), and these will be manned with as many staff as possible to facilitate saying goodbye
to parents and walking students to class. There will also be staggered drop-off times (students with surnames A-K:
8:40 – 9:00am, students with surnames L-Z: 9:00 – 9:20am). If students are walking or cycling, they should arrive
before 9:00. Teachers will mark the roll and instruction will begin at 9:20.
There are three options for pick-up: the ‘Walking School Bus’ that arrives at Stone Reserve at 3:30, or ‘drive-through’
pick-ups at Camp Hill Rd and Charles Crt from 3:30. Again, there will be ample staff at these pick-up locations to
manage students.
If your child is walking or riding, and you are meeting them to walk home together, arrange a suitable place to meet
them, and observe physical distancing with other adults. Again, it is important that adults do not congregate
around school entry and exit points.
OSHC
Our Out of School Hours Care program continues to operate with limited numbers of students. It is important that
parents book children in in advance so we can arrange staff on site to care for students. Parents will be required on
site to walk students to OSHC and pick them up – all students must be signed in and out by a parent or guardian.
Hygiene Practices at School
With support and guidance from the Department of Education and Training, our school has
developed a number of processes and protocols for keeping staff and students safe, including
increased cleaning throughout the school day, more regular hand hygiene for students, and
the closure of school drinking fountains. Hand sanitiser will be provided in each room. Please
make sure your child has their drink bottle at school when they return.
Students with Complex Medical Needs
Parents/carers of students with complex medical needs (including those with compromised immune systems),
should seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site
education is suitable, noting that this advice may change depending on the status of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic in Victoria. Please contact me if you would like further guidance, or to discuss your child’s return.

Parent and Student Surveys
This week we have sent two surveys out via email and ClassDojo to get feedback on you and your child’s
perceptions or their experience of learning from home this term. It would be great if as many students and parents
could complete these surveys to help us evaluate and reflect on our effectiveness during this period. We will use this
information to help improve our school, so get your responses in before Friday 26 th June. Students who complete
their survey before Friday 22nd May go into the draw to win 25 CLEAR Café Points!
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Principal’s Report continued...

School Council AGM
Our School Council will hold its Annual General Meeting at 7:00pm on Tuesday 2 nd June. This meeting will be held
online. To request a link to this meeting, please contact our school office – somers.ps@edumail.vic.edu.au
Student Reports
Your child’s behaviour, effort, progress and achievement continues to be assessed by our staff during this remote
learning period. Staff are using your child’s work to evaluate their progress across the curriculum, and your child will
receive a written report at the end of the semester. There will be some changes to our normal reporting approach
due to the shift to remote learning. The report will contain:
• a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught
• a succinct descriptive assessment of student learning achievement, based on the Achievement Standards in
the Victorian Curriculum F-10
• a comment on how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning environment, with reference
to the Personal and Social Capability curriculum.
Your child’s report will not contain the usual five-point scale reflecting their achievement against age-expected
Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards.
Device Loans
All school-owned laptops and ipads that have been loaned to students are due back when they return to school
(ipads due back 26th May, laptops due back 9th June). Please ensure chargers are returned with these devices.

Year 7 Transition Forms
Year 6 families must return their child’s 2021 Year 7 Transition form to somers.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au by 29th May.
All students must return the form, including students who have accepted a place at a non-government secondary
school. Please do not miss this deadline to ensure that your first preference can be considered by the secondary
school.
Stay healthy, happy and safe!
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

Arrangements for Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up
26th May – 5th June: Prep – Year 2 students, Year 3 – 6 students who have been approved to attend on-site
Our school is making changes to provide safe teaching and learning environments for staff and students as schools
transition back to on-site schooling.
The advice from Victoria’s Chief Health Officer is that all unwell students, parents, staff and visitors remain at home.
In addition, as the main risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school environment is between adults,
it is important that visitors to school grounds are limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations. Close proximity between adults should be avoided, and parents and carers are asked not to enter
the school grounds or congregate around entry and exit points. Parents and carers should only enter the school
grounds where it is essential to do so, and contact the school by phone or email where required.
To enable safe entry and exit around school, we are asking that parents familiarise themselves with these
guidelines, and discuss these with your child before they return to school.
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
When our Prep to Year 2 students return to school next Tuesday we will endeavour to
keep to normal school routines as much as possible. However, in some areas there are
changes that have had to be made to ensure we meet the health and safety advice from
Victorian Chief Health Officer. As previously communicated, these changes include pick
up and drop off of students at school, starting times and students having designated, year
level areas to play during recess and lunch time.
For some of our students, these changes may cause anxiety about returning to school and, in particular, a
reluctance to separate from their parents while entering the school grounds. In the event this may be difficult for
some students, we have put in place strategies to support this transition;
•
•
•

A number of teachers and ES staff will be on duty at the front and back gates during drop off times and will be
available to support where needed, including walking students to class.
We have developed a ‘return to school’ social story that will be sent out to all families this week.
For students who may need time to settle in before transitioning into the classroom, there will be a variety
activities available for them to participate in.

Below are some suggestions parents can use to assist in a smooth transition back to school;
•
•
•

Focus on the positives of returning to school like playing with their friends, seeing their classroom teacher and
learning new things.
Talk to your child about what to expect. Explain any changes and let them know when and where drop off and
pick up will occur.
Arrange for your child to meet a friend and walk into school together.

We understand that further adjustments may need to be made for individual students depending on some
circumstances. If you have any questions about this, please contact myself or Hugh at the school.
Additional resources around supporting your child’s mental health and wellbeing during this time can be found at
the links below;
 https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx
 https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/mental-health-issues-and-conditions/supporting-children-and-young-peopleexperiencing-anxiety

Kind Regards,

Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Drop off Arrangements

Drop Off & Pick Up Arrangements

Staggered drop-offs will occur in 2 stages –
Students with surnames A – K : 8:40 – 9:00
Students with surnames L – Z : 9:00 – 9:20
Staff will walk younger students to class where possible.
Adults will stay in their cars
Staff will supervise these locations between 8:40 and 9:20.
Students walking or riding to school should arrive between 8:40 and 9:00 where possible.
Staff carpark will remain for staff use only.

Pickup Arrangements
Drive through pickups at Camp Hill Rd and Charles Court (no parking – adults stay in cars) from 3:30
Walking School Bus will leave Somers PS at 3:20, and arrive at Stone Reserve by 3:30.

Drop Off/Pickup Locations

Camp Hill Rd
Drive through,
“Kiss and Go”
- No Parking Parents are asked
to stay in cars
(1 Disabled park
available at this
location)
Staff members will
supervise:
8:40 – 9:20am
and
3:30 – 3:45pm

Charles Court
Drive through,
“Kiss and Go”
- No Parking Parents are asked
to stay in cars

Staff members will
supervise:
8:40 – 9:20am
and
3:30 – 3:45pm
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Walking Bus Pick-Up Arrangements
Walking
School Bus
to Stone
Reserve
Leaves school at
3:20pm and arrive
at Stone Reserve
by 3:30pm.

Ample parking
available.

Parents should
practise social
distancing and
avoid
congregating in
groups.

Staff members will
remain with
students until they
are collected.

Wishing the following students a very happy birthday and
best wishes, from your teachers and friends at Somers PS
Ethan M, Mahli B-R, Sahaja W, Jamie E,
Finn J, Bella H-B, Levi D, Zackary N,
Monique J, Ollie P, Charlotte N,
Noah B, Tucker S, Charlie Mc, Paige C,

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS
Hamish M, Grace L and Wade J

.

