Somers Primary School
Term 1, Issue 2

Thursday 20th February, 2020.

Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Well done to all of our students who participated in the year 3-6 swimming carnival last week. Thanks
very much to Luke Jenkins and all of the staff and parent
volunteers who ensured the day was a great success. This
year we managed to get nearly all of our year 3 – 6
students attending and participating in events on the
day, and the parent turnout on the day was really
impressive. A big thanks to Margot for supplying our
school with a cup to help generate some team-spirit
amongst our houses! We look forward to being able to award this cup in
subsequent years.

CALENDAR DATES: TERM 1 - 2020
FEBRUARY
Mon 24

Year 3/4 Surf Awareness Program - Somers Beach

Wed 26

Year 5/6 Surf Awareness Program - Somers Beach
Preps do not attend school today

Thurs 27

District Swimming Carnival at Crib Point Pool

MARCH
Mon 02

Jnr Tennis for 1/2A students between 11:30 & 1pm (a note will be
coming home soon regarding this)

Wed 04

Canberra Camp Parent Information Session at 4pm
Preps do not attend school today

Mon 09

Labour Day Public Holiday

Mon 16 - Fri 20

Year 5/6 Canberra Camp

Mon 23

Jnr Tennis for 1/2B students between 11:30 & 1pm (a note will be
coming home soon regarding this)

Thurs 26

Summer Lightning Premierships (Year 5/6 students - a note will be
coming home soon regarding this)

Fri 27

Last day of Term 1

APRIL
Tues 14

Term 2 Commences - SCHOOL PHOTOS on this day.
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Principal’s report continued...
Somers School Garden
Somers School Garden group are a group of interested family and community members who work closely with staff to provide a
fantastic addition to our school curriculum in our garden. In the garden, each class has a small plot where they can grow a
garden. This process is helped considerably when we have some parents from each class that can come in and spend some time
gardening with small groups of students. On Wednesday 26th February our
Garden Group are hosting an informal catch up to stir up interest in the
garden. Please have a chat to your child’s teacher to express your interest,
and come along to the meeting in the Multipurpose Room (where we hold
Out of School Hours Care) on Wednesday 26th at 9:15.
Last week, one of our Somers School Garden supporters Michelle came in
and helped set up a garden bed for our OSHC program. On their first session
in the garden the children planted carrot seeds, dug up potatoes, and ate
sour mulberries. Children also picked a few strawberries and sugar peas and
then had them for afternoon tea, washed down with some refreshing mint
tea from the mint they picked. Thanks Michelle!
Ritchies Community Benefit Cards
Each year, donations from the Ritchies Community Benefit program contribute a
significant amount of additional funding to our school. On average, we receive in
excess of $2000 per year from this donation. I strongly encourage all families and
extended families to ensure that they are using a Community Benefit card when
shopping at Ritchies, and ask that your donation goes towards Somers Primary
School. Right now we are using this money to buy new soccer goals for our oval –
every bit helps! If you don’t have a Ritchies Community Benefit card, ask for an
application form from Ritchies and nominate Somers Primary School as your
community group.
School Council Elections
Recently we held our school council elections, and we are pleased to
welcome back Pippa Howes and Richard Hutchinson on our Somers
Primary School Council. We would also like to welcome our new
councillors Dan Charpentier, Brooke Killeen and Lisa Scoble.
A huge thank-you to Shane Beggs for the time he has served on our
school council. Shane has done an amazing job in supporting
improvements to our school grounds, including taking a key role in
resurfacing our school oval. Thanks Shane!
Professional Learning at Somers Primary School
Recently our staff have been focused on continuing to develop our
capacity to ensure that maths teaching is having a positive effect
on the learning of all students. This year we have utilised our
Learning Specialist Clare Munro to develop a whole school
approach to maths teaching based on our Somers Primary School
Explicit Teaching model. Clare is currently visiting classrooms and
modelling with all staff to ensure that we continue to develop bestpractice maths teaching across the school. Our CLEaR value of
Learning means that everyone, including adults, in our school
community is supported to develop and achieve better outcomes
for our children.
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Principal’s report continued...
Student Voice and Agency
This year one of our main priorities is ensuring that students feel a strong sense of voice agency in their learning at school. Student
voice means that all students are empowered to work with adults to have a meaningful say in their learning at school, including
what and how they learn. Student agency refers to the level of autonomy and power that a student experiences in the learning
environment.
In 2019, we introduced the Inspire program which enables students to learn about things that truly interest them, and collaborate
with staff to create a project that was meaningful and engaging. We will continue to run this program later in 2020.
This year we are also expanding the use of our student surveys which are used to give feedback to staff and our school community
on how students are feeling about their learning at school. From year 1-6, students will be given the opportunity to participate in
Pivot surveys that will be used to direct initiatives to improve teaching and learning at Somers Primary School.
Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Our students have continued to participate in our Engagement Program over the past two weeks. When I
visited classrooms earlier this week, it was great to see the work the students have done on setting up
classroom and school routines and building relationships with their teachers and peers.

Holly and Elise proudly showing their Rights and Responsibilities posters and
Digby’s colourful representation of ‘Hands off School”

Grade 5/6C and 6D’s work on our Rights and Responsibilities and learning about trust.
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Assistant Principal’s report continued...

Students in 5A and 5B have a good understanding of what
behaviours are expected in the classroom.
Grade 1/2A Classroom Expectation Matrix
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS)
So far this year a massive 1,292 online CLEAR cards have been given to students who have shown our values of Collaboration,
Learning, Engagement and Respect!
Congratulations to Audrey and Elise, who were randomly drawn out at the past two assemblies. Audrey and Elise received
recognition for showing our values of Collaboration, Learning, Engagement and Respect and will receive a lunch order with a
teacher of their choice.
We are holding our first CLEAR Café on Friday 28th February during lunchtime.
Students can opt to ‘spend’ the points they have received so far at the café or they
can choose to save them up for a more expensive item. We have been working on our
café menu for some time to ensure we have included feedback from students and are
providing menu items that interest students of different ages and cater for different
likes and interests.
Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to our Grade 3-6 students for their participation in our school
swimming carnival. It was great see students cheering on their classmates
throughout the day. Congratulations to Bunneron House for winning the house
swimming competition.

Victorian Government Initiative
The Victorian Government has committed to provide free sanitary pads and tampons in every government school. This initiative
aims to: * Provide students with the confidence that sanitary items will be readily accessible at school * Relieve students of the
stigma, anxiety and discomfort that can be associated with menstruation and its management * Ease the cost of living for
families. Last week, a dispenser was installed in the first aid room at school for students to be able to easily access sanitary items.
This week, a letter went home to families of students in Grades 5 and 6 with further information. If you have any questions about
this initiative, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Kind Regards,
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Runner’s Club Update
Welcome to Runners Club 2020! We have already been
back running laps this year with a number of children
already reaching the 10km milestone.
For those new to the school, Runners Club is held every Tuesday and Thursday between 8:15 am and 8:45. Everyone is
welcome. It’s free and there is no joining up. If you can’t make it by 8:15, that’s not a problem, just get there when you
can. You are not making a commitment to every session, simply turn up when it’s convenient for you. The sole purpose
is to get children more physically active.
How Runners Club works is that as the children run each lap of the school oval they are given a dot on their hand with a
whiteboard marker, and at the end of the session the children count how many dots they have and that is recorded.
When they reach a 10km milestone (each lap is 200m), they receive a certificate. There are medals given for the 100km,
150km and 200km milestones. There’s a trophy for the 250km milestone.
Each week there is a Road Runner doll which is given to the class which has run the most for that week.
The children are not competing against anyone. It is purely self achievement.
Congratulations to the following students who have reached the following goals at Runners Club over the past few
weeks:Tuesday 4th February

Thursday 6th February

5 km

5 km

Amelia (12C), Sam (4C)

Tauri (Prep A), Thomas (12A)
Noah (12B), Samson (12C)

Tuesday 11th February

Nathan (4C)
Thursday 13th February

5 km

Amelia (12A)

5 km

10 km

Samson & Amelia (12C)
Nathan (4C)

Ryan & Aidan (12A)
Toby (12B), Aaron (4C)

10 km

Thomas (12A), Noah (12B)

Student Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following students celebrating their birthday;

Eden B, Digby Y, Lewis K, Flinders R, Kobey S, Jai K,
Tyler P, Mitchell S, Cassius S & Thomas W
Wishing you a very happy birthday from all of your
friends at Somers Primary School.

Icypoles
Berri icy poles will be available to purchase at lunchtime tomorrow for $1.
They will be on sale every Wednesday and Friday in Term 1 and Term 4.

All proceeds will go towards Grade 6 Graduation.

Community News

MR J’S SPORTS REPORT
What a fantastic turnout it was at the Somers Swimming Carnival on Monday 10th of February. We had the biggest turn
out and participation at a swimming carnival I have ever seen. A huge thank you to all the parents who came out to
support the students. In particular I’d like to thank each of the volunteers who put their hand up to help out, it truly
would not be possible to run a sporting event without parent volunteers so thank you all very much!
The House Competition had each of the SPS houses sitting on top at one stage throughout the day. Although it was a
super close competition, at the end of the event there could be only one winner, with the current standings at:
Bunnerong (red house) 295 Coolart (green house) 278
Merricks (blue house) 237

Banksia (yellow house) 222

It was absolutely awesome to see so many students getting involved in the day and giving it a go!
District Swimming - From the competition we have now created our District Swimming Team who will be off to Crib
Point Pool in the coming week, good luck to all students who will be off representing our school, give it your best and
have fun!
District Tennis - We also have the District Tennis Competition taking place this week, good luck to Chloe from Grade 5
who will be off representing the school!
Somers Surf Awareness Program - Next week all of our middle and senior students will be taking part in the Surf
Awareness Program down at Somers Beach. This program will be instructed by Life Guards from Point Leo Surf Lifesaving
Club. What a special opportunity for students to take part in this program at their local beach.
Thank you - Mr J :)

CALLING ALL GREEN THUMBS!

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Community News

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY?

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS
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