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Dear Families, 

The past two weeks have been a busy and challenging time for students, families and staff.   

I would like to acknowledge the work that our administrative staff have done over the past 

week to ensure that our school has been able to operate safely and effectively in the wake of 

the emerging COVID-19 outbreak. Our administrative staff, Kirsty, Kellie and Anne-Maree, 

have been working exceptionally hard and going above and beyond to support our school to 

run effectively. There have been many occasions over the past week where we have had to 

work very quickly to get messages out to parents, or change arrangements, as the advice around preventing the 

spread of COVID-19 has changed. A huge thank-you to all of our staff and school council for the work they are 

continuing to do. 

A number of events have had to be cancelled over the past 

week due to increased risk of COVID-19. Our 5/6 Canberra 

Camp, District Sport, Skateboard Incursion and all 

excursions (including Beach Walks!) have had to be 

cancelled as the Department has introduced new guidelines 

about keeping students safe at school. We are conscious of 

the fact that this means that there are less things for 

students to look forward to at school, so we are currently 

planning some fun activities or a special event for next week 

to keep students excited about coming to school.  

So far, some families have decided to self-isolate their 

children and not send them to school. Our goal is to 

continue to operate our school while the Department of 
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CALENDAR DATES:  TERM 1 - 2020 

MARCH 

Mon 16 - Fri 20  Year 5/6 Canberra Camp (POSTPONED) 

Mon 23   NAPLAN Online Coordinated Practise Assessment (selected students in Years 3 & 5 )  

   Jnr Tennis for 1/2B students between 11:30 & 1pm (POSTPONED) 

Thurs 26  Summer Lightning Premierships (POSTPONED) 

Fri 27   Last day of Term 1 - Early dismissal time of 2:30pm (NO End of Term Assembly) 

APRIL 

Tues 14    Term 2 Commences - School Resumes 

Parents please note: * SCHOOL PHOTOS POSTPONED UNTIL TUESDAY 19th MAY 



 

Health and Human Services deems it safe to do so, and to ensure that student 

learning is maintained during this period of uncertainty. All staff are currently 

working on how we will ensure the highest quality learning provision continues 

should a student need to be excluded, or our school forced to close temporarily. 

In the interim, families can access regular 

 home learning support materials, including take-home library books, Reading 

Eggs, Essential Assessment and other free online learning materials if they wish. 

In addition, parents have contacted me regarding what is being done to stop the 

spread of germs at school. We are teaching all students the importance of good 

hygiene, as well as how to practise good hygiene at school and at home.  All 

classes have posters demonstrating correct handwashing techniques and how to minimise the spread of germs, and 

these are being delivered in an age-appropriate way. Other important messages that we have been discussing with 

students include:  

 Washing hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds, especially after you have been in a public place, or 

after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and 

water are not readily available, use a hand sanitiser that 

contains at least 60 per cent alcohol. 

 Avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 

 Covering your nose and mouth with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into 

your upper sleeve or elbow. 

 Staying at home if you are sick 

 Avoiding close physical contact at school 

We are continuing to ensure that our cleaners are adhering to 

our cleaning schedule that the Department has recommended.   

We remind all members of our community, if you or your child 

are feeling unwell, please do not come to school.  

I have been encouraged by the messages of support that 

parents have sent on the way that school has kept parents 

regularly informed. Thank-you for these messages. Again, I 

would ask that all parents keep a close eye on our School Star 

app to receive updates from our school.  

End of Term Reminders 

Next week is our last week of school for Term 1. It will be a busy week for students and staff! On Monday our 

selected students in years 3 and 5 will participate in NAPLAN Online Coordinated Practise Assessment. This is to 

test our capabilities to ensure an adequate number of devices at Somers PS can access the system at the same time 

as other schools. These assessments are not marked, but it will help build our students’ familiarity with the Online 

Assessment Platform. Next Friday is our last day of term for Term 1, and unfortunately we will not be having our 

regular end-of-term Friday assembly.  Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm. School returns on Tuesday 14th April. 

We were due to have school photos taken on the first day of term 2, but this has been changes to Tuesday 19th 

May. 
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Over the break we will be having security cameras installed in 

the school, along with fibre optic cabling to improve our 

connection speed in portables. A huge thank-you to Tyron and 

Stacey Stewart from In Depth Civil, for donating the trenching 

work for this job! 

Pivot Surveys 

Next week students in years 1-6 will be given an opportunity to 

give their teachers feedback on how they are feeling about 

their learning at school via the Pivot Survey. This survey asks 

students questions related to the AITSL Teaching Standards 

to help our teachers see what students believe are their areas 

of strength, as well as areas for development. It helps students have a say in how their classes are run, and teachers 

demonstrate our school value of Learning by acting on this feedback through professional learning.  

Regards,  

Hugh Greer, Principal. 

greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

We have been having loads of fun in the Art Room as we’ve experimented with different drawing techniques using Mark 

Making and Lines. Every student has created and mounted impressionistic art with a space or creature theme that is being 

proudly displayed around our room.  

Our focus for the last fortnight has been on the Art Elements of Line and Shape.  Preps are drawing animals with pattern 

and line.  Grades 1/2 are making oil pastel fish and students in grades 3/4 have been drawing cephalopods (squid, octopus, 

nautilus) that they are painting with blue food dye to create a “wax resist” that puts their creatures underwater.  The 

Grade 5/6 students have been drawing seashells inspired by our local beaches.  I will create a display in the office and our 

room at the end of the term for visitors and parents to admire the senior school artworks.  

Students are using rubrics to assess their work and our class galleries have provided excellent opportunities to reflect upon 

students’ art practice. The Victorian Art Curriculum mandates both a visual arts practice as well as research, discussion and 

presentation on different artworks and techniques. 

We are all just a bit excited about our new “upcycled” table tops that made creating art much easier and provided us with a 

sustainable, cost-effective solution.  Thanks Mr. Greer for organising this.  If you’d like to view your child’s work please feel 

free to contact me at hengemuhle.rebecca.r@edumail.vic.gov.au or pop into the Art Room on a Tuesday/ Thursday.   

I’m still after newspaper if you’ve got some spare.   

 

Ms. Hengemuhle.      

Principal’s report continued... 

Where possible, support the 

wonderful businesses that 

support our school. 

Art News! 
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Happy birthday to the following students celebrating their birthday;  

ELISE R, DAVI B, FINLEE K, KOBI B-R, HARPER D, ADAM C, GRACE V, 

LILY M, MIRANDA A, INDIAH B & INDI H 

Wishing you a very happy birthday from all of your  

friends at Somers Primary School. 

Berri icy poles will be available to purchase at lunchtime tomorrow for $1. 

They will be on sale every Wednesday and Friday in Term 1 and Term 4. 

 

All proceeds will go towards Grade 6 Graduation.  

Icypoles 

Runner’s Club Update 
Welcome to Runners Club 2020! 
We have already been back running laps this year with a 
number of children already reaching the 10km milestone. 

For those new to the school, Runners Club is held every Tuesday and Thursday between 8:15 am and 8:45. Everyone is 
welcome. It’s free and there is no joining up. If you can’t make it by 8:15, that’s not a problem, just get there when you 
can. You are not making a commitment to every session, simply turn up when it’s convenient for you. The sole purpose 
is to get children more physically active.  

How Runners Club works is that as the children run each lap of the school oval they are given a dot on their hand with a 
whiteboard marker, and at the end of the session the children count how many dots they have and that is recorded. 
When they reach a 10km milestone (each lap is 200m), they receive a certificate. There are medals given for the 100km, 
150km and 200km milestones. There’s a trophy for the 250km milestone. 

Each week there is a Road Runner doll which is given to the class which has run the most for that week.  
The children are not competing against anyone. It is purely self achievement. 

Congratulations to the following students who have reached the following goals at Runners Club over the past few 
weeks:- 

Tuesday 10th March 

5 km  Leo & Oscar (Prep A) 

10 km  Aaron (4C) 

20 km  Thomas (12A) 

30 km  Sam (4C) 

  

Thursday 12th March 

5 km  Sienna (12C) 

10 km  Kyeisha (12C) 

20 km  Aidan (12A) 

30 km  Amelia (12C), Nathan (4C) 
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