Somers Primary School
Term 2, Issue 5

Thursday 17th June, 2020.

Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
It has been almost two weeks since our years 3 – 6 students have returned to school, and it
has been so great having all of our students back.
We have continued to adjust our school operations as our context has changed and
restrictions have been eased. We now have students able to attend specialist classes in the
Art, Science and Performing Arts/Indonesian rooms. We have also returned to students
playing in all areas of the school at recess and lunchtime, which has really been welcomed
by our students and supports their engagement at school.
As yet, we have not received any updated advice on when we can resume camps and
excursions from the Department of Education and Training, though we are hopeful that our planned camps can go
ahead later this year.
Managing Unwell Students
A significant challenge for our school community at the moment is responding to children when they report feeling
unwell. Our parent community has been really cooperative and proactive in keeping children at home when they
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Principal’s Report continued...
have been obviously unwell. In some instances, children have arrived at school and reported feeling sick
or having a sore stomach, and in talking to some children’s parents, it would appear that some students
are demonstrating anxiety or school avoidance. This can cause frustration for parents, and we are
working with families to try to address this issue whilst remaining vigilant in ensuring our school is safe.
Our process for responding when a student is reporting they are feeling unwell or demonstrating signs of
ill-health (such as a cough, runny nose, looking pale), is to ask the student if they are feeling sick. If they report that they
are feeling sick, we will contact their parent and ask that they be collected.
For some students, the return to school can be difficult, particularly if they have really enjoyed being home spending time
with their family. If we believe that a student is anxious about being at school, or they are avoiding being in their
classroom, we will have a conversation with their parents about the best way to move forward. Please understand though,
that we are being cautious with students if they are reporting feeling unwell, and if in doubt, we may have to ask parents
to come and collect their child.
Student Reports
Your child will receive their semester one report
on Friday 26th June. Student reports for this
semester will contain a description of the teaching
content for semester one, along with a succinct
description of what your child has achieved this
term. The report will also contain a description of
how your child has adjusted to flexible and remote
learning, with reference to the Personal and Social
Capability curriculum. Your child’s report will not
contain the regular five-point scale reflecting their
achievement against age-expected Victorian
Curriculum Achievement Standards.
Virtual Assemblies
Did you know that our Junior School Council have been running our weekly Friday assemblies via Webex? Last Friday we
had Cyrus and Allira from 1/2A hosting assembly. It was great to still be able to have our regular student input and
leadership for this important time when we come together to celebrate the great things that are happening in our school.
It’s also been great to have parents dialling in so they can see their children receive awards at assembly.
Green Canteen Commencing Term 3
This week we have been working with our new canteen provider to plan the introduction of our canteen service at school
next term. We will keep families posted on when this will be available and the process for ordering lunches at school.
Last Day of Term
A reminder that Friday 26th June is our last day of Term 2. Students will be dismissed at 2:30 on this day. Our walking
school bus will leave school at 2:20 and arrive at the Stone Reserve at 2:30.
Stay healthy, happy and safe!

Regards,
Hugh Greer
Principal
greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Bullying – NO WAY!
At Somers Primary School, our goal is that all students are
happy, engaged and making great progress at school. Our
school has a comprehensive, evidence-based policy to
ensure that we have well-developed strategies and systems
in place to prevent and respond to bullying.
According to the Education Council of Australia, bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in
relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or
more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.
There are other distressing and inappropriate behaviours that may not constitute bullying, even though they are
unpleasant. These include mutual conflict, social rejection or dislike, single-episode acts of nastiness or aggression
and harassment.
Bullying prevention at Somers Primary School is proactive and is supported by research that indicates that a whole
school, multifaceted approach is the most effective way to prevent and address bullying. At our school:
•

We have a positive school environment that provides safety, security and support for students and promotes
positive relationships and wellbeing.

•

We strive to build strong partnerships between the school, families and the broader community that means all
members work together to ensure the safety of students.

•

Teachers are encouraged to incorporate classroom management strategies that discourage bullying and
promote positive behaviour.
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•

In the classroom, our social and emotional learning curriculum teaches students what constitutes bullying and
how to respond to bullying behaviour assertively. This promotes resilience, assertiveness, conflict resolution
and problem solving.

•

Somers Primary School encourages positive relationships between students in different year levels. We seek to
empower students to be confident communicators and to resolve conflict in a non-aggressive and constructive
way.

•

Students are encouraged to look out for each other and to talk to teachers and older peers about any bullying
they have experienced or witnessed.

Parents are urged to contact us here at school if they have concerns about their child at school as soon as possible.
Our school takes complaints about bullying seriously and responds to these sensitively.

Helping children with anxiety – BRAVE Program
For some students, returning to school after remote learning has been challenging. Children may have spent lots of
positive family time at home, and separating from mum or dad can be a challenge at times.
The BRAVE program is a free online self-help program that contains both resources and information for children,
teenagers and their parents. It is designed specifically to help young people with anxiety overcome their worries and
improve the quality of their lives.
The program is designed to be conducted with families and can be completed at home at your own pace. There are
different programs designed for children in early childhood through to adolescents and young adults. The materials
include a helpful ‘Brave Ladder’ tool where a fear can be broken down into smaller steps.
To access the BRAVE Program, register for free at https://brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au/
Kirsty Egglestone
Assistant Principal
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Drop off Arrangements

Drop Off & Pick Up Arrangements

Staggered drop-offs will occur in 2 stages –
Students with surnames A – K : 8:40 – 9:00
Students with surnames L – Z : 9:00 – 9:20
Staff will walk younger students to class where possible.
Adults will stay in their cars
Staff will supervise these locations between 8:40 and 9:20.
Students walking or riding to school should arrive between 8:40 and 9:00 where possible.
Staff carpark will remain for staff use only.

Pickup Arrangements
Drive through pickups at Camp Hill Rd and Charles Court (no parking – adults stay in cars) from 3:30
Walking School Bus will leave Somers PS at 3:20, and arrive at Stone Reserve by 3:30.

Drop Off/Pickup Locations

Camp Hill Rd
Drive through,
“Kiss and Go”
- No Parking Parents are asked
to stay in cars
(1 Disabled park
available at this
location)
Staff members will
supervise:
8:40 – 9:20am
and
3:30 – 3:45pm

Charles Court
Drive through,
“Kiss and Go”
- No Parking Parents are asked
to stay in cars

Staff members will
supervise:
8:40 – 9:20am
and
3:30 – 3:45pm
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Walking Bus Pick-Up Arrangements
Walking
School Bus
to Stone
Reserve
Leaves school at
3:20pm and arrive
at Stone Reserve
by 3:30pm.

Ample parking
available.

Parents should
practise social
distancing and
avoid
congregating in
groups.

Staff members will
remain with
students until they
are collected.

Student Birthdays - Hip, Hip, Hooray!!!!!!!
Wishing the following students a very happy birthday and best
wishes from your teachers and friends at Somers Primary:

Charlotte P, Mackenzie P,
Maya L, Izzy P, Sam B, Brodie S,
Leona T, Ella S, Celeste L,
Henry S, Gabriel E, Lachlan J
STUDENT
BIRTHDAYS

& Braith P
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Mack’s

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

