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Dear Families, 

Thank-you again for your ongoing support of your child in helping them access their 

learning remotely over the last fortnight. The Department of Education and Training has 

not changed its directive that for term 2, students who can learn from home must learn 

from home. If your child cannot learn from home, and no other arrangements for their care 

can be made, parents may make an application the week before for their child to attend 

school, and in limited circumstances, this application will be approved.  

It is important that parents are 

aware of the need to submit 

this application the week before they are applying for 

their child to attend. At the direction of the Department 

of Education, all schools are currently operating with 

limited staff on site. Staff to student ratios are also 

smaller, and we may not be able to accommodate late 

requests for students to attend. 

ANZAC Day 

Thanks to School Captains Jed and Monique for their 

ANZAC Day message. We hope you managed to 

commemorate ANZAC Day at home with your family 

this year. If, like me, you were up early, you may have seen one of our Somers Primary School parents singing the 

National Anthem at the Melbourne service that was televised. Tracy Kennedy, who is a singer in the Royal Australian 

Navy band, did an amazing job singing the National Anthem at this service. Well done Tracy!  
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a very happy   
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Happy Mother’s Day! 

Wishing all of our mothers, grandmothers and special people a happy Mother’s Day this Sunday. This year Amy was 

all set to go with the Mother’s Day Stall Gifts, but unfortunately we have been unable to hold our regular Mother’s 

Day Stall.  Please make sure that you do something special for your mum this weekend to show your appreciation 

for all that she does for you!  

Remote Learning and Attendance 

Just like regular schooling, parents have a responsibility to help their child access their learning daily.  

Each day we are required to mark the roll according to whether or not students have checked in via ClassDojo. 

Students who have not checked in via ClassDojo by 2:00pm are marked as absent. If your child does not check in 

repeatedly, our school is responsible for checking in on the wellbeing of your child.  

If you know that your child will not be able to check in on a particular day, please let your child’s class teacher know 

in advance, or call the school on 59835546. 

More Awesome Learning!  

Principal’s report continued... 
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Henry (year 4) loved his Art class so much he used the 

same idea to customise his surfboard! 
Mabel (year 5) enlisted big brother Ned to help her with 

her Week 3 PE task. 
Elkah (year 6) doing an awesome job with 

her maths at home. 

 

 

 
Our Preps have been learning about their senses. Lillian 

made binoculars and played eye-spy. 
Agnes (Year 1) drew her favourite page from ‘The Day 
the Crayons Quit’ and talked confidently about why 

she likes this reading. 

Year 3 student Grace wrote about her 
beautiful dog Pepper. 



 

School Council Meeting 

Last week our School Council held our regular monthly meeting via the Webex Remote Meeting platform. At the 

meeting we discussed a number of matters relating to our transition to remote learning, and our school councillors 

expressed their thanks and support for the work that our staff have done to make the rapid transition to remote 

learning.  

Feedback from this meeting has informed our next steps in our delivery of remote learning, and we are currently 

working on how to make regular Online Meetings for students and staff achievable for our teachers, students and 

families. This will be starting next week, and separate information will go home this week with instructions for your 

child to access a regular check-in with their teacher.  

Messages of support such as these have been warmly received by our staff, and we thank our families who have 

taken the time to give encouragement to our teachers who are adapting to new ways of teaching.  

Staffing 

Our amazing science and technology teacher Liz Harrison will commence her family leave at the end of next week. 

We wish you best of luck with your new baby! Kirsty Egglestone will be taking over Liz’s Science and Technology 

classes during remote learning, and we will recruit to fill Liz’s position at the end of remote learning.  

Managing Screen Time and Online Safety 

Over the past two weeks, your child has most likely been spending more time on devices while they engage in 

remote learning. It is important that they are supported to manage screen time appropriately, and that you 

supervise your child to make sure that they are staying safe and well. Ideas that can help support their health 

wellbeing whilst learning remotely include:  

• Setting up a learning environment at home in a public family space, such as the dining room, kitchen or living 

room. These spaces are preferable over a bedroom, where your child can feel isolated and supervision can be 

more challenging. Choose a space that can be quiet at times, that has a strong internet signal and where you or 

another adult is present as you would normally when your child is online, depending on their age. Every home is 

different but it is important to provide a quiet and comfortable space in which to learn.  

• Monitor your child’s communication online, and ensure that you have access to their messages, emails and 

chats, and that you regularly check these.  

• Set aside time for physical breaks and offline learning tasks between periods of online learning. Encourage your 

child to get outside and do some exercise to break up the day. 

• Set aside time to check in with your child’s mental health and wellbeing. As your child adjusts to their new 

routine and not being able to see their friends in person, it is important to be understanding of their feelings of 

frustration, anxiousness and even anger – every child will react differently.  

The Department of Education has set up an advice line that parents can call for additional help with learning from 

home – 1800 338 663. In addition, we are happy to help you consider ways that remote learning can be more 

manageable for your family. Speak to your child’s teacher via class dojo, or call Kirsty or myself here at school.  

 

Stay healthy, happy and safe! 

Regards,  

Hugh Greer 

Principal 

greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Dear Families,  

Next week is Liz Harrison’s final week teaching science before she commences family 

leave. Due to the current circumstances around COVID-19, it will be difficult to appoint a 

teacher at this time to take on Liz’s role.  For the duration of the remote learning period, I 

will be delivering the science program via Class Do Jo for students in Prep to Grade 6. I’m 

really looking forward to continuing on with Liz’s science program and developing 

students’ learning in this area.  

We wish Liz and John all the best at this exciting time for their family.  

CLEAR Cards 

With remote learning in place this term, we have been looking at a way to recognise students showing our school 

values whilst at home. After much discussion, we have decided to use Class Dojo points to recognise these values 

and have created Do Jo points in line with our CLEAR values.  

Collaboration: working together 

Learning: completing set tasks and trying my best 

Engagement: engaging in my learning 

Respect: following instructions and using technology 

appropriately.  

Last term, many of our students had been working 

hard to earn points to spend at the CLEAR Café or 

save their points for a ‘big’ item on our CLEAR Café 

menu. By introducing Do Jo points this way they can 

continue to add to their tally. When we return to 

school, Dojo points that each student receives will be 

transferred to CLEAR card point totals.  

 

Year 7 2022 Enrolments at Padua College  

Padua College has asked us to communicate the following message in conjunction with the attached flyer to 

families with students in Grade 5 this year.  

‘A reality of recent years is that some families have been 

disappointed in not securing an enrolment for Year 7 at 

Padua College. With current waiting lists for 2021, we 

would like to remind families that the closing date for 

applications for enrolment for Year 7 2022 is Friday 15 May 

2020.’ 

  

Kind Regards,  
  
Kirsty Egglestone 
Assistant Principal 
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Somers Primary School Newsletter 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

mailto:egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

Somers Primary School Newsletter 

 

 

Student Birthdays 

A BIG happy birthday to the following  

students celebrating their birthday;  

Chelsea G, Sweeney R-F, Owen C, Arlo V, Max M,  

Harlan S, Sydney W, Melita A, Ned H, Belle H,  

Agnes D, Cooper G, Quinnah H, Ollie D, Oliver M & Georgie A 

Wishing you a very happy birthday from all of your teachers & friends at 

Somers Primary School. 


