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Dear Families, 

It has been a busy couple of weeks here at Somers Primary School! We have been trying to make the most 

of the last of our Summer, with Year 3-6 excursions to the beach for Surf Awareness training with the 

Point Leo Surf Lifesaving Club, as well regular beach walks and lunchtime activities to make sure our 

students are happy and engaged at school. Our new soccer goals have 

been a real hit at recess and lunch, and the oval is being well-used by 

students playing cricket, football and soccer. It’s so great to see our 

students playing positively in the yard! 

Sustainability at Somers PS 

Recently our school council approved a new sustainability policy for our school. Over the past 18 

months we have introduced a number of new initiatives to make our school more sustainable, 

enacted primarily by our Year 6 student Environment leaders. Recent initiatives have included 

the introduction of soft plastics recycling in the classroom, the introduction of recycled paper 

being used in the toilets, as well as the continuation of ‘I see, I care’ dolphin research 

ambassadorship program and nude-food promotion.  

In our new policy we have set targets around reducing landfill waste, reducing energy use, 

reducing carbon emission, increasing biodiversity, reducing mains water usage and increasing 

green purchases in the school.  
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CALENDAR DATES:  TERM 1 - 2020 

MARCH 

Mon 02    Jnr Tennis for 1/2A students between 11:30 & 1pm (a note will be    
   coming home soon regarding this) 

Wed  04   Canberra Camp Parent Information Session at 4pm 

   Preps do not attend school today 

Mon 09   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Mon 16 - Fri 20  Year 5/6 Canberra Camp 

Mon 23   Jnr Tennis for 1/2B students between 11:30 & 1pm (a note will be    
   coming home soon regarding this) 

Thurs 26  Summer Lightning Premierships (Year 5/6 students - a note will be    
   coming home soon regarding this) 

Fri 27   Last day of Term 1 

APRIL 

Tues 14    Term 2 Commences - SCHOOL PHOTOS on this day. 

Willow’s class has been learning 
about what makes a good friend. 



 

 

Respectful Relationships 

For the past two years, our school has been involved in the department’s Respectful 

Relationships program. This initiative supports schools to promote and model respect, positive 

attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience 

and confidence. In 2016, this content was introduced to the Victorian Curriculum and is being 

taught in all government and Catholic schools in Victoria.  

Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire 

community, from classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields and social events. This approach 

leads to positive impacts on students’ academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom 

behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students. 

Across the school our staff use the evidence-based Resilience, Rights and Respectful 

Relationships learning materials. The materials help teachers teach the topics of emotional 

literacy, personal strengths, positive coping, problem-solving, stress management, help-seeking, 

gender and identity and positive gender relations. These learning materials are age-appropriate, 

and have been created by leading education experts from Melbourne University. 

Since the introduction of these materials, and along with other initiatives like our School Wide 

Positive Behaviour Support, we have seen 17%-point improvement in the percentage of students 

reporting experiences of bullying at school.  

NAPLAN Assessments Next Term 

Next term students in years 3 and 5 will be participating in the National Assessment Program 

Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessment. This assessment will be used by our school to 

guide our school improvement direction, as well as provide families with a snapshot of how their 

child is progressing at school. Assessment will take place on-line at school during the period 

between the 12th of May and the 22nd of May, with most assessments taking place towards the 

beginning of this period.  

All students are expected to participate in NAPLAN tests, and support can be arranged for 

students with disabilities, if your child regularly 

receives support in classroom assessment tasks. 

If your child is eligible for support due to 

disability or an exemption, you should discuss 

this with his/her teacher prior to the tests. 

Parental consent is required before any support 

due to disability or exemption is granted. 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by 

their parent or carer. This is a matter for 

consideration by parents and carers in 

consultation with the principal. If, after 

consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, 

you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. 

These forms are available at the school. 

At Somers Primary School, we do not spend 

extended time ‘drilling’ students for NAPLAN. 

We believe the best preparation for NAPLAN is 

our comprehensive curriculum. Students will 

receive opportunities to become familiar with 

the tests during a practice test session in the 

lead up to these assessments.  
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Gibby and Jonty have been develop-
ing their comprehension with a 
retell into the classic fairy tale 
Rapunzel. 

Lincoln has learnt all of the Golden 
Words! Great progress! 

Mrs Pilgrim’s class is learning about character strengths of inspirational women 
ahead of International Women’s Day.  
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Enrolment for 2021 

Do you have a sibling or know of a child that plans to start school at Somers Primary next year? 2021 enrolments are now open, 

and enrolment packs are available from the office. As most families know, Kirsty and I run personalised tours of our school with 

families that can be booked by contacting the office via phone (59835546) or email (somers.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au). 

Congratulations Ms Hampshire! 

A huge congratulations to our year 5 teacher and Professional Learning Team leader Chloe Hampshire and her partner Josh who 

are expecting the birth of their child in August! We are very happy for Chloe and Josh and wish them all the best. Children and 

families will be informed later in the year when Chloe plans to take family leave, and staffing arrangements for when she is on 

leave.  

Regards,  

Hugh Greer, Principal 

greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Dear Families,  

Last Friday we held our first CLEAR Café. Students were able to either spend their accumulated CLEAR 

points at the café or choose to save their points up for an item or activity worth more points. Well done to 

our Wellbeing Captains for their work on the day. They were not only helpful in the set up and running of 

the café but they were also very patient when helping younger students decide what to spend their points 

on. It was great to see students select such a variety of items or activities from the ‘menu’ to experience. 

Our next café will take place on Friday 28th March during lunchtime.  

So far this year a massive 2,228 CLEAR Cards have been given to students who have shown our CLEAR values of Collaboration, 

Learning, Engagement and Respect. 

 

 

          

          

District Swimming 

Congratulations to our swimming team for their participation in District Swimming Carnival last week. Our students were great 

ambassadors for our school and it was great to hear that all that attended tried their best on the day.   

Principal’s report continued... 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Wellbeing Captains Elkah, 

Tahli and Chloe ran Friday’s 

CLEAR Café.  

Tait spent his points on a 

multi coloured highlighter.   

Kalani spent her points on a 

‘Read a Book to Another 

Class’ voucher. She read 

Macca the Alpaca to the 

Preps.  

Lexi and Sophie spent 

their points on a ‘Be a 

Yard Duty Teacher’ 

voucher.  
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Grade 3/4 Surf Awareness Day 
Last week our Grade 3/4 students participated in a Surf Awareness Program run by Pt Leo Surf Lifesaving staff. This program was 
offered to our students free of charge via a Sporting Schools grant Luke Jenkins was able to secure this term.  Our Grade 5/6 
students had their day postponed due to poor weather but were finally able to participate in a rescheduled session yesterday.    
Kind Regards,  
 
  
Kirsty Egglestone, Assistant Principal 
 
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

School Photo Day will be on Tuesday 14th April.  
This is the first day of Term 2.  

Assistant Principal’s report continued... 

2020 School Photos 

mailto:egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Student Birthdays 
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Happy birthday to the following students celebrating their birthday;  

Lilian H, Finn M, Kade S, Gwendolyn C, Tess E, Madelaine S, Isla P, 

Pippa H, Rupert S, Abigail B-H, Ever R, Ella J & William E 

Wishing you a very happy birthday from all of your  

friends at Somers Primary School. 

Berri icy poles will be available to purchase at lunchtime tomorrow for $1. 

They will be on sale every Wednesday and Friday in Term 1 and Term 4. 

 

All proceeds will go towards Grade 6 Graduation.  

Icypoles 

Runner’s Club Update 
Welcome to Runners Club 2020! 

We have already been back running laps this year with a 

number of children already reaching the 10km milestone. 

For those new to the school, Runners Club is held every Tuesday and Thursday between 8:15 am and 8:45. Everyone is 

welcome. It’s free and there is no joining up. If you can’t make it by 8:15, that’s not a problem, just get there when you 

can. You are not making a commitment to every session, simply turn up when it’s convenient for you. The sole purpose 

is to get children more physically active.  

How Runners Club works is that as the children run each lap of the school oval they are given a dot on their hand with a 

whiteboard marker, and at the end of the session the children count how many dots they have and that is recorded. 

When they reach a 10km milestone (each lap is 200m), they receive a certificate. There are medals given for the 100km, 

150km and 200km milestones. There’s a trophy for the 250km milestone. 

Each week there is a Road Runner doll which is given to the class which has run the most for that week.  

The children are not competing against anyone. It is purely self achievement. 

Congratulations to the following students who have reached the following goals at Runners Club over the past few 

weeks:- 

 

 

Tuesday 25th February 

10 km  Aidan (12A) 

20 km  Amelia (12C), Sam & Nathan (4C) 

  

 

Tuesday 3rd March 

5 km  Kyeisha (12C) 
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Community News 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY? 
Crib Point 

Community 
Market 

It’s our 4
th

 Birthday! 
Saturday March 14

th
 

9am - 1pm 
Crib Point Community 

House,  

7 Park Rd, Crib Point 
 

Free stuff for the kids 
Animal Farm, Glitter Tattoos, Cribby Koala 

Treasure Hunt. 
  

Indoor/Outdoor Stalls:  Art and Craft, Eco-
friendly products, bric a brac, plants, eggs, food 
van, coffee, devonshire teas, fresh bread and 

bakery items, cards and lots more. 
 

Enquiries and stall bookings ph:5983 9888 or 
email: market@cpch.org.au 

mailto:market@cpch.org.au
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