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Dear Families, 

Thanks to all of our families who have continued to demonstrate patience and flexibility over the past couple of 
weeks as we have adjusted to the return of our Prep, Year One and Year Two students.  Our goals at the moment are 
to ensure the ongoing safety of our students and staff, and to facilitate the return of all students to school on 
Tuesday next week. For the rest of term, we are continuing to implement changes to school operations to make 
school safe in light of COVID-19. At times these changes do make things more difficult for us all. We appreciate your 
ongoing support to ensure that our school is operating effectively.  
 
For some of our students returning over the last two weeks, it has been a big transition back to school, particularly 
after spending so much time at home with their families. I spoke to our Year One and Two Junior School Councillors 
this week to see how their return to school was. Audrey, Holly, Elise and Judah all gave great feedback on what 
returning to school was like for them. Audrey commented that she was a little bit nervous at the start, and she was 
going to miss her parents, pets and even her sister, but it was great to get back to see her friends. Holly was happy to 
return to school, and was so excited to get back to see her friends and teachers. Elise liked coming back to school – 
she said it was fun having more people to play with.  Jude was happy to come back, and he said he loved seeing his 
friends and doing fun things at school. He especially liked the Where’s Wally characters that Ms Crute and Ms Aitken 
have been hiding around the school each day for students to spot on their way in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Report 

I asked these students what advice they would give students who are returning next week. They said to tell students it’s 
OK, that it’s safe at school and you will get to play with your friends and have fun.  



 
 

 
Return to School Next Week 
As our Years 3 – 6 students return next week, please remember the following information:  

• Guidance from the Department of Education and Training, informed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, is 
that parents should enter the school grounds only when essential and minimise their time and practice physical 
distancing when onsite. This means that many of our usual practices, such as parents and carers walking 
students to their classrooms, waiting on school grounds or at the gate at the end of the school day, as well as 
parents volunteering in classrooms, have had to be reviewed and alternative arrangements developed.  

• There are two ‘drive-through’ drop off locations from Tuesday (Camp Hill Rd and Charles Crt), and these will be 
manned with as many staff as possible to facilitate saying goodbye to parents and walking students to class. 
There will also be staggered drop-off times (students with surnames A-K: 8:40 – 9:00am, students with 
surnames L-Z: 9:00 – 9:20am). If students are walking or cycling, they should arrive before 9:00am. Teachers 
will mark the roll and instruction will begin at 9:20. 

• There are three options for pick-up: the ‘Walking School Bus’ that arrives at Stone Reserve at 3:30pm, or ‘drive-
through’ pick-ups at Camp Hill Rd and Charles Crt from 3:30pm. Again, there will be ample staff at these pick-up 
locations to manage students.  

• If you are picking up your child from Charles Crt, please make sure that you are not blocking other cars by 
double-parking around the cul-de-sac. If you are picking your child up from Stone Reserve, please make sure 
that you walk safely across the carpark and road with your child, holding hands with your child if possible.  

• If your child is walking or riding, and you are meeting them to walk home together, arrange a suitable place to 
meet them, and observe physical distancing with other adults. Again, it is important that adults do not 
congregate around school entry and exit points.  

• All devices and device chargers borrowed from the school must be returned when your child resumes full time 
on-site attendance at school. 

 
OSHC 
Our Out of School Hours Care program continues to operate, and parents can 
currently send their children free-of-charge thanks to the Early Education and Care 
Relief Package for the rest of the term. If you are not currently using this service, and 
would like to start, please complete the attached OSHC Enrolment Form and return 
to us at school via email – somers.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  
 

Parent and Student Surveys 
Thanks to all of our parents who have completed the parent Learning From Home Survey. We have 60 respondents 
so far, and this survey will stay open for you to complete until the end of term. An invitation to complete this survey 
was sent to parents from our school on the 19th of May.  
We had 143 students respond to our students’ Remote Learning Feedback survey. Congratulations to Jackson in 
Prep who was the lucky respondent to win 25 CLEAR Café Points at Friday’s online assembly for students on site.  
The feedback from students in this survey was really interesting. 74% of respondents were positive about our 
school’s approach to home learning, and 77% felt they had made good learning progress whilst they were at home. 
60.2% of respondents agreed that they were happy most of the time during home learning, 26.6% were unsure 
about this question and 12.2 did not agree. Pleasingly, 83.2% of students were happy with how our school 
supported them to stay happy, safe and engaged during the remote learning period.  
 
Staffing 
As of next week, Nikki Holmes will be taking Science specialist classes for 
the rest of 2020. We welcome Nikki who is a regular casual replacement 
teacher at Somers PS and knows our school community well. Liz Harrison 
has done an excellent job in preparing the curriculum to ensure a smooth 
transition.  
We are currently recruiting for a teacher to replace Chloe Hampshire 
when she commences her family leave early in Term 3, and we will keep 
families informed as this process progresses.  
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Uniform 

Recently some students have been attending school with jumpers and jackets that are not a part of our school’s 

uniform. Please remember our school Dress Code, which states that bottle green long sleeved fleecy tops, jumpers, 

tops, jackets or vests are appropriate. Students who are wearing other coloured tops without parent permission will 

be asked to remove their jumper, or given a bottle green jumper to borrow from the office.  

 

School Council AGM 
Our School Council held its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday this week. At this meeting our Annual Report was 
tabled, and our School Council President Pippa Howes praised the work of staff in implementing effective teaching 
approaches, ongoing teacher professional learning, our improvements in student wellbeing through the School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program and our focus on student voice and agency in 2019. Thanks to all of our 
School Councillors for their ongoing guidance and support of the effective governance of our school.  
Stay healthy, happy and safe! 

 

Regards,  

 

Hugh Greer 

Principal 

greer.hugh.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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Wishing the following students a very Happy 

Birthday & Best Wishes from your teachers and 

friends at Somers Primary: 

Wade J, Toby M, Barnaby R-F,  

Connor N, Ethan B, Sophie T,  

Finn Q, Holly R, Jay H  

& Josh Mc 
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Dear Families, 
 

Grade 3-6 Return to School 

With the return to school date for Grades 3 to 6 drawing closer, we anticipate that some 

students may be feeling uncertain and anxious, particularly around the some of the 

changes to routines as previously communicated.  

Below are some suggestions, parents can use to assist in a smooth transition back to 

school: 

• Read through the Return to School social story that was sent out to families via Dojo on May 25.  

• Watch the video on Class Dojo showing how our new ‘Kiss n Go’ at the front of the school works.  

• Focus on the positives of returning to school like playing with their friends, seeing their classroom teacher and 
learning new things.  

• Talk to your child about what to expect. Explain any changes and let them know when and where drop off and 
pick up will occur.  

• Arrange for your child to meet a friend and walk into school together.  
 
We understand that further adjustments may need to be made for individual students depending on some 

circumstances. If you have any questions about this, please contact myself or Hugh at the school.   

https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/age-6-12/mental-health-conditions-in-children/anxiety/tackling-back-to
-school-anxiety 
 
CLEAR Café   

During the remote learning period, our 

students have been earning Dojo points for 

showing our values of Collaboration, Learning, 

Engagement and Respect. All Dojo points will 

be converted to CLEAR points when students 

return to school. We are very excited to be able 

to open up our CLEAR Café for the first time 

this term on Friday 19th June. CLEAR Cafe will 

be run by our Wellbeing captains. Students will 

be able to either ‘spend’ their CLEAR points on 

an item or activity off the menu or opt to save 

their points to spend later in the year.  

A few weeks ago, we asked students to participate in a short online survey about 

how they felt about learning from home. Students who completed the survey 

were in the running to win 25 CLEAR points. Congratulations to Jackson from 

Prep A, who was our randomly selected winner!  

 

Kind Regards,  

  
 
Kirsty Egglestone 
 
Assistant Principal 
egglestone.kirsty.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Drop off Arrangements 

Staggered drop-offs will occur in 2 stages –  

Students with surnames A – K : 8:40 – 9:00 

Students with surnames L – Z : 9:00 – 9:20 

Staff will walk younger students to class where possible.  

Adults will stay in their cars 

Staff will supervise these locations between 8:40 and 9:20.  

Students walking or riding to school should arrive between 8:40 and 9:00 where possible.  

Staff carpark will remain for staff use only.  

Pickup Arrangements 

Drive through pickups at Camp Hill Rd and Charles Court (no parking – adults stay in cars) from 3:30 

Walking School Bus will leave Somers PS at 3:20, and arrive at Stone Reserve by 3:30. 

 

Drop Off/Pickup  Locations 
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Camp Hill Rd 
  

Drive through, 
“Kiss and Go” 

  
- No Parking -  

Parents are asked 
to stay in cars 

  
(1 Disabled park 
available at this 

location) 
  

Staff members will 
supervise: 

8:40 – 9:20am 
and 

3:30 – 3:45pm 
  

 

Charles Court 
  

Drive through, 
“Kiss and Go” 

  
- No Parking -  

Parents are asked 
to stay in cars 

  
  

Staff members will 
supervise: 

8:40 – 9:20am 
and 

3:30 – 3:45pm 

 



STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 
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Walking 
School Bus  

to Stone 
Reserve 

 
 

Leaves school at 
3:20pm and arrive 
at Stone Reserve 

by 3:30pm. 
 
 

Ample parking 
available.  

 
 

Parents should 
practise social 
distancing and 

avoid 
congregating in 

groups. 
 
 

Staff members will 
remain with 

students until they 
are collected. 

 
 
 

 

Walking Bus Pick-Up Arrangements 

OUR COMMUNITY  


